
                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
 

 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History 19 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
19J6 QUIZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
19 June 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
 

19J6. QUIZ 

1. James Madison and the War of 1812 
 James Madison, the fourth President of the United 

States, played a central role in the outbreak of the War of 1812.  

 On June 1, 1812, he sent a message to Congress 
detailing American grievances against Britain, including the 
impressment of American sailors, interference with U.S. trade, 
and restrictive maritime policies during the Napoleonic Wars.  

 Congress approved the declaration of war, and Madison 
signed it on June 18, 1812, formally initiating the conflict. 

  2. Paul McCartney and The Beatles 

 Sir Paul McCartney, born on June 18, 1942, in Liverpool, 
England, is one of the most influential musicians in modern 

history.  

 He achieved worldwide fame as a founding member of The Beatles, serving as bassist, 
vocalist, and songwriter alongside John Lennon.  

 The Beatles transformed popular music through innovative songwriting and recording 
techniques. 

 Following the band's breakup in 1970, McCartney enjoyed successful careers with Wings and 
as a solo artist. 

3. SALT II Treaty 

 The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT II) Treaty was signed on June 18, 1979, by U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter and Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev in Vienna.  

 The agreement aimed to curb the production and deployment of strategic nuclear weapons by 
the two Cold War superpowers. 

 Although the U.S. The Senate never formally ratified the treaty following the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, both countries largely adhered to its provisions for several years. 

 SALT II represented a major effort toward nuclear arms control and strategic stability.  

4. Charles de Gaulle‟s Appeal from London 

 Answer: Charles de Gaulle 

 On June 18, 1940, French General Charles de Gaulle delivered his historic ―Appeal of 18 
June‖ from London after France's defeat by Nazi Germany. 

 Broadcast through the BBC, he urged French citizens, soldiers, and officials to continue 
resisting German occupation rather than accept surrender.  

 The speech became a symbol of French resistance during World War II and laid the 
foundation for the Free French movement.  

 De Gaulle later emerged as one of France‘s most influential leaders and served as President 

of the French Republic. 

5. George Mallory and Mount Everest 
 British explorer and mountaineer George Mallory, born on June 18, 1886, is remembered for 

his pioneering attempts to climb Mount Everest. 

 During the 1924 British Everest Expedition, Mallory and fellow climber Andrew Irvine 
disappeared near the summit.  

 Their fate remained one of mountaineering's greatest mysteries for decades. Mallory‘s body 
was discovered in 1999, but it remains uncertain whether he reached the summit before his 
death.  

 His famous response to why he wanted to climb Everest—“Because it is there”—has 

become legendary. 
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6. Susan B. Anthony and Voting Rights 
 Susan B. Anthony was a leading American suffragist and advocate for women‘s rights. 

 In the 1872 U.S. presidential election, she voted despite laws prohibiting women from doing 
so.  

 She was subsequently arrested, tried, and fined $100. 

 Anthony refused to pay the fine, arguing that she had exercised her constitutional rights as a 
citizen.  

 Her act of civil disobedience became a landmark event in the women‘s suffrage movement. 
Decades later, the Nineteenth Amendment granted American women the right to vote in 

1920. 

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 19 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
19J6 Silent scream that lingers: Boong‟s quiet reckoning with patriarchal injustice 

 ऱ    समय तक     त  म      : „    ‟ क    त स   मक   य य क  स      त   मम    

 

19J6. Silent scream that lingers: Boong‟s quiet reckoning with patriarchal 

injustice 

 ऱ    समय तक     त  म      : „    ‟ क    त स   मक   य य क  स      त   मम    

 The Manipuri movie Boong written and directed by Laxmipriya Devi and co-produced by 
Farhan Akhtar, was understandably celebrated in Manipur for its cinematic brilliance, and for 
the pride it brought the place, after all it was the first Indian film to win a prestigious BAFTA 
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Award, the British equivalent of the Oscar, in the Children‟s Film Category in 2026. 

म    र     म     ,            और        ऱ म   य                          ह-        र    

  तर        ,                            और      र      र        र                    र  

               म    र                 र ह    ।  ह     2026      ऱ    म                 

       ऱ          र     कऱ   क  म    र क र       र          ऱ    रत य    म    । 
 I watched it with my family on the third day of its theatrical release in Imphal. 

             ऱ                     र             र  र            । 
 Beyond the engaging drama of a boy‟s longing for his long-missing father, and the 

intimate glimpses his search offers into the complex and emotionally fragile inter-community 
relationships in multi-ethnic Manipur, the film also struck a deeper, raw nerve among the 

Manipuri audience. 

                                   ए                    र     र                    -  त य 

म    र         और                            तर-स म    यक स                    र ,    

             र                       हर               । 
 As the show ended and lights flooded back into the theatre, there was a palpable sense of 

catharsis — the kind that good performing arts leave behind. 

            ह    और      र                            ह         मक             मम   त    
               ,                           ए           ह । 

 Yet, some women remained seated, quietly wiping off tears, taking a few extra moments to 
regain composure before rising to join the rest of the audience. 

  र          ह  ए                          ह ए                       र        ए         र   

            रह   और          ह                     हर       । 
 Manipur‟s gender equation reality is complex. 

म    र म  ऱ   क स      क     त  कत       ह । 
 At one level, women have historically been at the forefront of many social, economic and 

political upheavals. 

ए    र  र   ह  ए     ह                स म   क,     क और र     तक     ऱ               
रह  ह । 

 Across both the hills and the valley, exclusive women-run markets thrive, and in the 
agrarian economy, men and women function as equal partners. 

       और                          म  ऱ       र  स    ऱत     र   -    रह  ह  और क        रत 

    य                   ह  ए             र                र   ह । 
 The fact that the director of Boong is a woman reflects this sinew of gender empowerment 

too. 

 ह                       ए    ह   ह , म  ऱ  स   तकर               र  र               

 र   ह । 
 The Meira Paibi movement amongst Meiteis, which also manifests under different 

nomenclatures amongst hill communities, is the most prominent alibi of Manipuri women‘s 
well-deserved image as social torchbearers. 

म  त  सम   य                  म  र           ऱ ,                                        
        ह ,      र    ह        स म   क       क                                     

   हर  ह । 
 During the colonial period, in 1904 and again in 1939, women rose to protest against British 

policies, ultimately forcing their withdrawal. 

औ       क क ऱ    1904 और      1939      ह                 तय                   र         

  ए,         र                                           ह       । 
 These uprisings are now commemorated as Nupi Lan or Women‟s War. 

                      ऱ        म  ऱ  य               र            ह । 
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 The first was against the forced labour of Manipuri men to rebuild the British Residency in 
Imphal, which had been gutted in an arson attack by disgruntled elements. 

 ह               र            ऱ    क  म  र  र     ऱ    त       र     स                   
        ,                      र    ए  ए       ह            र            । 

 The second opposed the large-scale export of rice from the State to support the British 
World War II effort, which led to severe shortages for local consumption. 

   र         र             म     र    ऱ क    य  त            ,             त य     य     य स  
         ह            रह     और         र                    ए     र                    

ह        । 

Patriarchy persists 

  त स                    

 Despite this, there are strongly entrenched gender-oppressive patriarchal norms which 

have persisted. 

            ऱ   क       क र    त स   मक म  यत     हर             ए ह ए ह  और           ह   

ह । 
 This is especially true among Meiteis, who continue to carry the albatrosses of a feudal past. 

 ह             म  त  सम   य               ह ,               स म त   त त              रह  ह । 
 Polygamy is arguably the most troubling. 

                                       ह । 
 The practice persists since it is normalised, even though not encouraged. 

 ह         ए     ह   ह                                              ह ,     ह            ह  

            ह । 
 This is particularly common among the elite section, where keeping mistresses or even 

taking more than one wife, is not uncommon. 

 ह                  त                   ह ,  ह          र       ए              ह  र   
         ह            । 

 Many of Manipur‘s current set of Ministers and MLAs would be guilty of this despicable 
feudal legacy. 

     र                म    और     यक            स म त    र सत                      ह । 
 The hurt and humiliation endured by women who suffer this fate are profound. 

                   र          ह        र   ह                 और   म          हर  ह    ह । 
 Even those who are spared often live with anxiety over the vulnerability of their daughters and 

loved ones. 

 ह                     ह  ए                 और              र         र   र  र          रह   
ह । 

 As the practice has become normalised within society, this deeply gendered anguish largely 
remains invisible. 

       ह                        ह       ह ,     ए  ह  हर  ऱ   क                    रह   ह । 
 Women often become gatekeepers of the patriarchal order that oppresses them, reflecting 

what Frantz Fanon characterised as the silent desire of the oppressed to emulate their 

oppressors. 

  ह  ए         र       त स   मक  य     क  स र क         ह               र   ह ,        स 

        र                           ह                                        र   र        
ह । 

 Hence, even women vigilantes tend to overlook men who betray marital fidelity, accepting it 

as destiny. 
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      र  म  ऱ    र  सम           ह             र                              र      ह  और     
               ह । 

 However, if a woman were to make this breach, these same vigilantes often become the 
harshest moral police. 

                ह        र ,     ह     ह         र    तक   र          ह । 
 Change, however, may not be too far away. 

ह         र         ह     र  ह        ह   । 
 Although, no study has yet established a connection, rising cases of divorce among 

younger Meiteis may be a herald of Fanon‘s “mailed fist”. 

                                              ह        ह ,   र    य    म  त  सम   य म    त  
तऱ क क  म मऱ          “ऱ    क  म    ”                        ह       ह । 

 In the spirit that good art is hiding good art, Boong succeeds in drawing up a non-dogmatic 
but piercing portrayal of this inherent gender injustice. 

             र  र           र   ह ए                ह  ऱ   क   य य      र-                
                         र          ह    ह । 

 Boong‘s father, Joykumar — a carpenter and timber trader played by Hamom Sadananda 
— works along the India-Myanmar border, in the town of Moreh and the neighbouring 
township of Tamu in Myanmar. 

               यक म र,                म म स               ह , ए      और           र  ह     
  रत- य  म र स म   र      म र             र            र त म           र   ह । 

 At some point, the family loses contact with him and for a prolonged period. 

ए              ह       र  र                                    ह । 
 Many presume he is dead or has joined the insurgents, but the family refuses to give up. 

 ह                   ह      ह  र      ह         ह     ह           ह   ए ह ,         र  र      ह   
     । 

 Boong, or Brojendro, played by Gugun Kipgen, yearns to find his father and bring the good 
news to his mother Mandakini, played by Bala Hijam. 

                 ,                     क              ह ,                  र  ह          र 
         म    क       ह         ह   ह ,                ऱ      म          ह । 

 On one occasion the boy dupes his mother that his school was organising a two-day 
excursion to Ukhrul district and would like to be part of the tour. 

ए     र  र  ह              ह   ह                     र     ऱ   ऱ           स य      क 

य                 रह  ह  और  ह                 ह   ह । 
 He then slips away to make a trip to Moreh instead. 

       ह            म र            र           ह । 
 His bosom friend, a Manipuri Marwari, Raju Agarwal, played by Angom Sanamatum, 

follows him there out of concern. 

              , ए  म    र  म र     र        ऱ,                  म स  मत म          ह , 
           र             ह    ह         ह । 

 The families of the boys learn of the trip but too late. 

          र  र                     र        ह ,              ह     र ह       ह    ह । 
 The two boys‘ adventure is thrilling. 

               ह                 र       ह । 
 Boong traces his father in Tamu, but to his horror, discovers that he has remarried and has a 

daughter. 

     त म                           ह ,        ह     र      रह      ह       ह            ह  र      
ह  और      ए          ह । 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
 

 The final scene is powerful. 

   तम   य                ह । 
 Boong finds his mother, on crutches after a scooter accident, waiting for him at their 

courtyard. 

                ,        र                             ह र     रह  ह    ह ,  र                 
       र   ह ए      ह । 

 Both know the truth — and both know that the other knows. 

               ह  — और       ह          ह        र              र    ह । 
 The boy tells his mother bluntly, “Baba is dead.” 

                               ह   ह , “     मर   क     ” 

 The camera then closes in on her. 

            र           हर   र       ह       ह । 
 She pauses a while before asking in resignation, “Is he doing well?” 

 ह           र                           ह , “ य       क   ?” 

 Boong replies, “Yes,” and hugs her. 

       र      ह , “   ,” और   ह               ह । 
 Bala‟s breathing deepens; her face reddens, and her eyes well up. 

  ऱ            हर  ह       ह ,   हर              ह  और                 र      ह । 
 She is forced to confront what she had long suspected but tried not to believe. 

  ह                   र        ह ,         ह                  ह   ,                 र       ह 

     रह     । 
 Not a word is spoken, yet her pain, humiliation, anger and resilience surface. 

ए                           ,   म  ,     और   य                          ह । 
 She remains standing for the sake of her son. 

 ह               ए        रह   ह । 
 For those sensitive enough to hear it, her silent, agonised scream is deafening. 

                                   र    ह ,        ए      म   और      र                

     ह    ह । 
 For many others who have endured this betrayal themselves, or have witnessed loved ones 

suffer it, Bala‟s silent scream becomes their own. 

                                     ह                               ह             ह ,        ए 

  ऱ  क  म                             ह । 
 Powerful as this portrayal of an invisible oppressive order is, life may well settle back into its 

old, abnormal normal. 

       ह           र                                ह ,   र                          
  र                              ए  । 

 Yet, for many, Bala‟s silent scream affirms that Boong is, at its heart, a desperate appeal 
for social introspection. 

  र                   ए   ऱ  क  म        ह         र   ह                स म   क   मम    

     ए       ए         और  ह       ह । 

 

GS Paper II: Polity 19 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

19J6 Telegram challenge once again puts spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act 

  ऱ   म क  य   क      क   र   र स        य   क       यम क    र  69A क       क  क   म  
ऱ    य      
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19J6. Telegram challenge once again puts spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act 

  ऱ   म क  य   क      क   र   र स        य   क       यम क    र  69A क       क  क   

म  ऱ    य      

 The Centre‟s move to block Telegram has once again drawn attention to Section 69A of 
the Information Technology Act, 2000, a provision that gives the government the power to 
direct intermediaries to block access to online information under specified circumstances. 

क   सरक र    र    ऱ   म  र   त    ऱ     क  क म    ए    र   र स        य   क       यम, 

2000 क    र  69      र                  ह ।  ह ए             ह      र  र          र  

  र           म य   म                        ह           र                              

 र   ह । 
 Section 69A of the Information Technology Act authorises the Union government to 

block public access to any information via any computer resource, including applications and 
websites, if it is satisfied that such blocking is necessary in the interest of India‟s sovereignty 
and integrity, defence of India, security of the state, friendly relations with foreign 
states, public order, or for preventing incitement to the commission of any cognizable 
offence. 
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स        य   क       यम क    र  69  क   सरक र     ह      र      ह      ह          और 
           ह                                                              ह       
       र      ह ,          ह       ह          र     रत क  स    त  और     त ,   रत क  र  , 
र  य क  स र  ,        र  य  क  स   म        स    , ऱ क  य               स   य   र        ए 

          र         ह           ह । 
 But the restriction may interfere with Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, which protects 

freedom of speech and expression. 

                 स       क          19(1)(क)      र       ह ,      क          य  त क    त  त  
   र    र   ह । 

 Therefore, the orders under Section 69A must be issued with the procedural safeguards 
established by the Information Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking 
Access to Information by the Public) Rules, 2009. 

    ए   र  69              र           स        य   क  (  त     र  स     तक             

कर   क     य      स र      य)   यम, 2009          र             र                  र   ह ए 

  र               हए। 
 In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India, the Supreme Court examined the validity of the 

indefinite blanket ban on internet services in the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

   र     स      म   रत स               तम  य य ऱय              म  और क म र र  य       र    

        र    ए  ए                                                  । 
 The court held that freedom of speech and expression, as well as freedom to practice any 

profession or carry on any trade, business, or occupation over the internet, are protected by 
Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g). 

            ह       क          य  त क    त  त         र                           ,      र, 

        र    र             र             ,         19(1)(क) और         19(1)( )    र    र    

ह । 
 The court also concluded that orders restricting internet access must meet the 

proportionality test; they must be required, use the least restrictive measures available, 
and be open to judicial review. 

            ह                    र     ह                 र                       तकत   र    

 र  र    र      हए;          ह ,        य  तम   त     मक    य            र       य  यक 

सम         ए      ह । 
 Article 19(1)(g) provides the right to practice any profession or to engage in any occupation, 

trade, or business. 

        19(1)( )                                      र                   ,      र    
र    र          ह            र       र   ह । 

 Section 79 of the Information Technology Act also establishes the intermediary safe 
harbour provision, which means platforms are not liable for third-party content if they 
exercise due diligence, follow the Information Technology Rules, 2021, and act quickly 

upon receiving knowledge of illegal content. 

स        य   क       यम क    र  79    म य   स र  त   य              ह  ह ।           र 
           त सतक त   र    ह , स        य   क    यम, 2021          र   ह                    
     र         र       र      र   ह ,      ह  त त य    स म        ए   र      ह    हर      ए  । 

 

GS Paper II: Governance 19 June 2026 
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19J6 PM to release ₹18,880 crore for farmers tomorrow 
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    म    कऱ  कस    क   ऱ  ₹18,880 कर     र  कर     
19J6 Assam NHM confirms seven Japanese encephalitis deaths 

 सम र    य      य  म   (     म)             स  ऱ    स स  स त म त  क        क   
19J6 PM to hand over ₹2,400-cr. incentives to employees 

     म    कम    रय  क  ₹2,400 कर   क     स    र         कर     

19J6 NFHS-6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges 

       स-6      स           तय  क         त क      त      
19J6 What is Kerala‟s risk profile for Nipah? 

       क  स     म  क रऱ क      म-     ऱ  य    ? 

 

19J6.  PM to release ₹18,880 crore for farmers 
tomorrow 

    म    कऱ  कस    क   ऱ  ₹18,880 कर     र  कर     

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 23rd 
instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme 
on Saturday from Tarakeswar, West Bengal. 

    म     र   म         र        म     ऱ क  त रक   र        म    
 कस   स म        य        23     क त   र   र   । 

 Over 9.44 crore eligible farmers will receive ₹2,000 each, 
and ₹18,880 crore will be transferred directly into beneficiary 
accounts. 

      र  र 9.44 कर   स     क      कस         य क क    त  म  2,000 

  य         ए   ए            18,880 कर     य       ऱ      य  क    क 

  त             र    ए   ए   । 
 Mr. Modi will also launch the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana and the Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance 
Scheme. 

             म     सऱ   म  य                त म सम     रत  सऱ 

  म  य               र    र   । 

19J6.  Assam NHM confirms seven Japanese 
encephalitis deaths 

 सम र    य      य  म   (     म)           
  स  ऱ    स स  स त म त  क        क   

 Seven people have died of Japanese Encephalitis (JE) in 
Assam since the beginning of the year, while 32 others have died 
of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) as of June 17, according 
to a statement issued by the State unit of the National Health 
Mission (NHM) on Thursday. 

 सम                                 म  त क   र      र  स त 

ऱ             ह       ह ,      17        त   म  त क     स   म    
  र  32   य ऱ             ह   ह ।  ह      र       र    र    य 

     य  म   क  र  य  क      र    र  ए                । 
 Almost 62% of all Japanese Encephalitis deaths in India since 2018 have 

been reported from Assam, according to national data. 
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र                    र,     2018             र            म  त क   र स         ऱ  क ऱ म  य  क  
ऱ    62   त त  ह     सम                 ह । 

 Outbreaks usually occur between May and October, with the peak period being July and 
August. 

   र                    म  स       र                  ह ,                          ऱ   और 
   त    ह    ह । 

 Noting that the two distinct conditions are not interchangeable, Assam NHM Executive 
Director Abhijit Sarma clarified that Japanese Encephalitis is one cause of Acute 
Encephalitis Syndrome, but not all AES cases are caused by JE. 

           -                        ए -   र                               र         
ह ए  सम र    य      य  म   क  क य क र       क      त  म                          म  त क 

  र, त   म  त क     स   म      र         ए  ह ,       त   म  त क     स   म              
       म  त क   र      र   ह   ह    ह । 

19J6.  PM to hand over ₹2,400-cr. incentives to employees 

     म    कम    रय  क  ₹2,400 कर   क     स    र         कर     

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will disburse ₹2,400 crore worth incentives under the 
Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY) on Friday. 

    म     र   म         र        म      क सत   रत र    र य               2,400 कर     य  क  
   स    र        र   र   । 

 The total outlay for the scheme is ₹99,446 crore, and it is targeted to create 3.5 crore jobs 
in two years. 

            क ऱ   र यय 99,446 कर     य  ह                         3.5 कर   र    र   सर  
         र   ह । 

 Employers will receive up to ₹3,000 per month per new employee. 

  य  त              ए      र       ए   तम   3,000   य  तक     ह     र              ए  । 
 The scheme is intended to boost employment in the manufacturing sector. 

                       म        म  र    र स                  ह । 
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19J6.  NFHS-6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges 

       स-6      स           तय  क         त क      त      
 Institutional births have reached 90%, with public health facilities accounting for 58% of 

births; 91% of deliveries were attended by skilled medical personnel and 95% of mothers 

were visited at least once by health personnel during the antenatal period. 

स     त  स       र 90%     ह        ह ,          58%                                ह ए; 

91%                             र            ह ए     95%                         र     -

  -   ए    र                           । 
 Equally gratifying is vaccination coverage for children — 87% of children between 12 and 

23 months of age are now fully vaccinated. 

       र           क कर  क र               ह  — 12 स  23 म              87%              
              ह । 

 Since private facilities account for only about 3% of vaccinations, the high coverage reflects 
the strong outreach efforts of frontline workers — Accredited Social Health Activists 
(ASHA), Anganwadi Workers (AWW), and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM). 

                                       3%      र           ह ,     ए  ह       र   

                         — म  यत     त स म   क      य क य कत   (ASHA),          क य कत   
(AWW) और स  यक  स      (ANM) —                          ह । 
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Poor feeding practices 

  य   त    र स       य   र 

 Despite the high rate of institutional births, only about 50% of newborns are breastfed within 

the first hour of life, indicating that the health system must intensify efforts to support early 
initiation of breastfeeding. 

स     त  स           र          ,           50%                         ह              र 
        र         ह ,           ह                                  र    र         ए      
     और      र   ह   । 

 About 60% of children between the ages of six to eight months, receive solid/semi-solid 
food, while only 15% between six to 23 months receive an adequate diet. 

   स     म               60%                     -     ह र      ह    ह ,         स  23 

म                   15%                 ह र          ह । 
 In India, complementary feeding is closely linked to the annaprasana ritual, typically 

performed between six and 12 months — any delay will result in growth faltering. 

  र       र   ह र                  स  क र                     ह    ह ,                स  12 

म                                 ह  —                 र      र                     र   

       र      ह । 
 NFHS-6 reports that about 30% of women engaged in paid work during the past 12 months, 

but this significantly underestimates their overall work burden. 

NFHS-6         र,       12  ह         र        30%   ह  ए                            ,       
 ह                र                  ह         । 

 In many rural areas, in the absence of crèches, women leave their infants and young children 

with older family members or the child‘s older sibling (usually a girl), impacting both 
breastfeeding and complementary feeding, when they are out in the fields. 

                             ऱ क    (Crèches)              ह  ए                र            

            और                र  र                                - ह  (     र     )        

         ह ,              और   र   ह र             ह    ह । 

The processed food trap 

 स  क त    य       क    ऱ 

 The first 1,000 days — from pregnancy to a child‘s second birthday — form the most critical 

window for healthy physical and cognitive development (most brain growth occurs in the first 
five years). 

 ह   1,000     —                      र            र            —        र  र  और 
                     ए       ह            ह    ह  (                                 ह   
            ह    ह )। 

 The Prime Minister‟s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) 
Abhiyaan programme currently focuses on identification and rehabilitation of severely 

malnourished children. 

    म    सम       य     (POSHAN Abhiyaan)               र                        ह    

और          र       ह । 

 Monthly anthropometric data for young children is collected by AWWs. 

                     र  रक म   स        क   (Anthropometric Data)          क य कत     
(AWWs)    र  ए     ए      ह । 

 Behaviour change communication efforts should be culturally grounded, integrating 
practices such as annaprasana to reinforce timely and appropriate complementary feeding. 
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 य   र   र त   स   र (Behaviour Change Communication)                             र  

ह       हए                   र  र              र      हए,           र और        र   ह र 
        ह         । 

 Joint capacity building of AWWs, ASHAs, and ANMs in assessing feeding practices and 

advising families with effective communication materials on improving diets using locally 
available, affordable foods would enhance the quality of counselling and reduce the risk of 
undernutrition. 

AWWs, ASHAs और ANMs               -     ,                        ह र          र 
    और                                                    ह र     र      ए   र  र     
          र               र           ,  र                    ह र    ए       क               

       र   । 
 Multisectoral convergence is critical to addressing child malnutrition, yet it remains weak. 

   -    य    सर  (Multisectoral Convergence)                           ए        ह       
ह ,        ह            र     ह   ह । 
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19J6. What is Kerala‟s risk profile for Nipah? 

       क  स     म  क रऱ क      म-     ऱ  य    ? 

 Kerala‟s first encounter with Nipah virus (NiV) was in 2018, which identified 23 cases 
(including 18 lab-confirmed ones). 

  र                      ह            2018             ,       23 म मऱ      ह            , 
      18  य    ऱ     र        म मऱ          । 
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 The case fatality rate was 91% and there were two survivors. 

     र   म  य   र 91%    और     य  त     त       । 

Why is Nipah recurring in Kerala? 

क रऱ म        स  म    र-  र  य    र र     ? 

 Research has consistently identified the Indian flying fox bat (Pteropus medius) or the fruit 
bat as the natural reservoir of Nipah virus in Kerala. 

                  र  ह             ह       रत य     ऱ म    म     (   र  स म   यस)      
 ऱ   र   म       र                  क    क  तक     र ह । 

 Serological studies and viral detection in bats have shown that the virus is circulating in 
bat colonies, particularly in northern districts of the State. 

  तर  -      स        यय        म      म         क            ह      ह   ह      ह        
र        म     सम   ,       र   र    ऱ                    र  ह  रह  ह । 

 The Pteropus species are found across the State and very near human settlements. 

   र  स     त             र  र           म       तय                  ए      ह । 
 A mapping study of bat-roosting sites by Kerala Forest Research Institute‟s Department 

of Wildlife Biology had found that almost all of the roosts were near human habitats, 
increasing the risk of zoonotic exposure. 

क रऱ       स     स      क    य                      र    ए  ए  म      क      म   ऱ  क  
म         यय                                                            ह ,       
     य स  म  क      म          ह    ह । 

 The peak Nipah virus spillover risk in the State is from April to September, when the 
abundance of seasonal fruit-laden trees, increased bat foraging activity, bat breeding 
season and viral shedding dynamics coincide, increasing the risk of human exposure. 

र                    स  म - स र क  स     क     म    ऱ स   सत  र        रह   ह ,    म सम  
 ऱ  स  ऱ        क     कत ,  म      क             त    य  म       ,      क ऱ            
  स    क     य    ए           ह    ह ,                                               ह । 

What makes Kerala particularly vulnerable to zoonotic diseases? 

क रऱ क       य र    क    त          स  स       ऱ  य     त    ? 

 Scientific literature links emerging zoonoses to deforestation, habitat fragmentation, 
urbanisation and agricultural intensification. 

           ह     र   ह ए      य र           क  क   ,    स       ,   र कर  त   क    क  
त   कर           ह । 

 When wildlife habitats are disturbed, the animals are forced into closer contact with human 
settlements and cultivated food sources. 

                                    ह    ह ,                    और     -    र       

                           ए      ह       ह । 
 Scientists also warn that climate-related ecological disruptions could be important 

contributors to future spillover risk in the case of Nipah. 

         ह                 ह      ऱ  य    र त   स           र    तक य  य                  ह 

     -   र                         ह         र  ह       ह । 
 Nipah is just one among Kerala‘s broader zoonotic risk profile, which includes other 

pathogenic diseases like Kyasanur Forest Disease, leptospirosis, scrub typhus, 
Japanese encephalitis, West Nile fever, rabies and avian influenza. 

        र                य र       म   र  य         ए   ह    ह ,        य स   र    र  , 
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ऱ       यर  सस,         स,        म  त क   र,         ऱ   र, र     त          ऱ           
    र            ह । 

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned Kerala to be on the vigil about some 
high threat pathogens (HTPs) — Nipah, Avian Influenza (H5N1) and KFD — which have a 

high mortality profile and high transmissibility with pandemic potential. 

          य स          र            -    म र    क  —      ,        ऱ      (  5  1) और 
 य स   र    र   —             रह                 ह ,                     - र,        र       
     ह   र          र              ह    ह । 

 Nipah has been classified by the World Health Organisation as a priority pathogen 
because of its lethality, unpredictability and alarming potential to cause widespread 

outbreaks or even the next pandemic. 

                   य स        ए      मकत     त र    क                      ह ,       

       तकत ,    य   तत  त    य  क  क          ऱ  म  म र        कर   क     त   क 

 मत         ह । 

How is Kerala responding to the recurrent threat of zoonotic events like Nipah? 

क रऱ         स    र-  र        ऱ       य र          क   तर  क  स म   क स  कर र     ? 

 The recurrent spillover incidents in Kerala has primed the health system about the 
importance of sharp and coordinated disease surveillance, rapid pathogen identification 
and containment efforts to ensure that human-to-human transmission does not occur, 

resulting in a wide outbreak. 

  र       र-  र ह         स  म - स र                य  य         ह           ह           
और        र      र   ,    र  र    क             य       य        ह       ह ,      म   य 

स  म   य म  स  म            और               र          । 
 All the remaining cases were due to nosocomial transmission (the spread of pathogens 

within healthcare facilities) in three different hospitals. 

                 त ऱ   त स  म   स र      र  ह ए   ,                             र 
र                     र       , और           -                      । 

 Kerala used the 2018 experience as an opportunity to develop a clinical algorithm for all 
emerging viral infections at tertiary care levels, strengthen diagnostic and research 
capacities and augment infection control practices in hospitals. 

  र         2018 क              र                 र   ह ए                            र   
                       ए       क क य -    त,              स      मत                 
स  म    य     य                   । 

 The State now has a stringent system for monitoring all acute encephalitis cases of 
unknown etiology, screening of severe respiratory infections as well as early laboratory 
confirmation and detection of pathogens through its expanded Virus Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory network and intensive health emergency management measures. 

र             त क र     ऱ  त   म  त क    म मऱ ,     र   स  स  म          ,     र 
 य    ऱ                  र            स                य    ऱ      क              र       
    ह         ए                    ह । 

 With the State harbouring a natural reservoir of Nipah virus and a perennial risk of virus 
spillovers, the Health Department‘s focus has been on creating community awareness so 
that the bat-human interface is reduced. 

र                    क    क  तक     र                स  म - स र क     य      म          ह ए 

                     स म    यक     कत         र       ह ,       म    -म    स  क        

           । 
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 As part of its One Health strategy, it has developed a massive community-based 
surveillance network supported by over 2.5 lakh trained volunteers at the grassroots. 

      क क त      य र    त           र       2.5 ऱ   स     क      त   य स  क      ह       
ए        स म    यक    र    त               ह । 

 In 2023, the State set up the One Health Centre for Nipah Research and Resilience at 
Kozhikode. 

    2023    र       क   क               स         स म    यक   य   त    त   क क त      य क   

            । 
 It has documented every single outbreak in Kerala and prioritised Nipah research for the 

future, focusing on disease epidemiology, sero-surveillance studies and host factor 
research. 

       र     ह ए   य क  क   क    त     कर       ह                 ए          स        
            ह ,       र   म  म र -     ,   तर   स       यय  और   य  त  क रक    स     

 र                    रह  ह । 
 The State government, along with the National Institute of Virology, is also involved in a 

project to develop indigenous monoclonal antibodies against Nipah, specific to the 
Bangladesh strain of the virus circulating in Kerala. 

र     र  र, र    य              स                 र,   र                         ऱ     य 

      त                  कऱ-    य   तर     त  य                र       र          र रह  
ह । 

GS Paper II: International Relations 19 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

19J6 U.S. lifts blockade of Iranian ports after Trump, Pezeshkian sign peace accord 

    और       कय     र      त सम  त   र   त  र  क       क       म  रक      र    
   र      र ऱ     क          ऱ   
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19J6. U.S. lifts blockade of Iranian ports after Trump, Pezeshkian sign peace 
accord 

    और       कय     र      त सम  त   र   त  र  क       क       म  रक      र    
   र      र ऱ     क          ऱ   

 Mr. Trump and Iran‟s President Masoud Pezeshkian signed a deal on Wednesday meant to 
end the war, with Tehran agreeing to dilute its enriched uranium in return for large-scale 
economic relief. 

       और  र   क  र     त मस         कय          र                र                ए         
 र ह    र   ए,              त  र      स     त य र   यम        र    र  ह           ,       
          य  क     क र  त           ए  । 
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 It remained unclear if the two sides, who have had no diplomatic relations following the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, would hold a signing ceremony and talks in Switzerland on Friday as 

announced. 

 ह       ह   ह         1979 क    ऱ म      त                                र              ह   ह , 
        र         र             ह    र    र ह और               र        ह  । 

 The U.S. forces lifted their parallel naval blockade of Iranian ports that had prevented 

ships from sailing to or from the Islamic republic, the U.S. military said, noting that its 
warships ―will remain in the general area‖. 

 म  रक  स          र       र  ह   र                  र   स   क   क                र   ,       
  र   ह        र         -             ।     र            ह                  ―              
    रह   ‖। 

 Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. Trump put his signature to the memorandum of understanding 
during a candle-lit dinner at the Palace of Versailles following a G7 Summit, as host French 
President Emmanuel Macron and other guests applauded, a video posted by a Trump aide 

showed. 

     र          ह  ,   -7    र स म ऱ          स  य म ऱ                     र          
  र             सम  त        र ह    र   ए।        ए   ह        र         ए  ए           
          स क  र     त  म    ऱ म                                     ह ए         । 

 Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan, who mediated the agreement, said on X that it 

―shall enter into force with immediate effect‖. 

                   र           क त   क      म           र                         र  ह  
    ह        “त क ऱ      स  ऱ         ” 

GS Paper III: Economy 19 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

19J6 Govt. ratifies 8.25% EPF interest rate for FY26 

सरक र            2025-26 क   ऱ         र 8.25%  य    र क  म   र       कर        
19J6 Essential upgrades 

   यक    य  

19J6 The real barriers to trade are no longer tariffs 
 य   र म     त  क              क (   र )      र        

19J6 Is India producing more graduates than what the economy can absorb? 

 य    रत     य        र  सम   त क     सक     ऱ  स  य  स     क    तक त य र कर र      
19J6 Revised pact with U.K. could save $500 million for Indians 

 य .क . क  स   स     त सम  त    रत य  क   ऱ  500  म ऱय    ऱर क    त कर सकत     
19J6 Iron ore sees a bright future, but green steel industry fades 

 ऱ    य क क      य     ऱ    त    , ऱ  क    रत     त   य   क   मक   क     र      
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19J6.  Govt. ratifies 8.25% EPF interest rate for FY26 

सरक र            2025-26 क   ऱ         र 8.25%  य    र क  म   र       

कर        

 The government has ratified an 8.25% rate of interest on Employees‟ 
Provident Fund (EPF) deposits for the financial year 2025-26, which is likely to be 
credited to more than seven crore contributing members this month. 

सरक र        य     2025-26      ए कम   र      य       म  र     र 8.25   त त  य   

 र              र      ह ,           ह स त कर   स     क      य  स  य             
      ए                 ह । 

 The Employees‟ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) provides the rate of interest 

on EPF after it is ratified by the government through 
the Finance Ministry. 

कम   र      य      स          र              र 
      र           र   ह ,            म   ऱय    
          र  र                 ह       ह । 

 The Finance Ministry has given its 
concurrence to the 8.25% interest rate fixed by the 
Central Board of Trustees (CBT), the apex 

decision-making body of the EPFO. 

    म   ऱय         र                            

       र        क   य  य स          र        र  8.25 

  त त  य    र                       र    ह । 
 On March 2, the Central Board of 

Trustees, in a meeting chaired by Union Labour 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, had decided to fix 
the 8.25% interest rate for financial year 2025-26. 

2 म       क   य  म म    म स   म     य               
       क   य  य स                      य     2025-26      ए 

8.25   त त  य    र       र   र                       । 
 This marks the third consecutive year that the same rate of 

interest has been maintained. 

 ह ऱ  त र त सर      ह                र     र र र र       
ह । 

 Under the new ecosystem developed by the EPFO, the 

interest on EPF deposits will be credited into subscribers‘ 
accounts immediately. 

कम   र      य      स        र               ऱ            

     र              र          र            र              
त क ऱ  म   र      ए  । 

19J6.  Essential upgrades 

   यक    य  

 The updates to India‟s statistical system are welcome, 
albeit long overdue. 
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  रत क  स    यक य    ऱ       ए  ए                 ह ,          क      ऱ   स       त   । 
 The government has, in recent months, implemented several long-overdue but welcome 

upgrades to India‘s statistical databases. 

 र  र    ह       ह         र     स    यक य       स                                          

    र        ए ह । 
 Wide-ranging, they cover the way the country measures Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 

industrial production, and price changes at the retail, wholesale, and producer levels. 

       र       ह  और             र  सकऱ  र ऱ        (GDP), औ                     र ,     

और          र   र        र                              ह । 
 These updates have not only made India‘s key economic statistics more representative of 

reality, but have also brought them in line with international best practices. 

                      र                                                       ह ,      

  ह     रर                               र      ह । 
 The most basic change across all indices has been the updating of base years. 

                              र        र               र   रह  ह । 
 Until recently, the base years for GDP, the Consumer Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price 

Index (WPI), and Index of Industrial Production (IIP) were either 2011 or 2012. 

ह      GDP,      त  म  य स  क  क (CPI),   क म  य स  क  क (WPI) और औ य   क        

स  क  क (IIP)       र     2011    2012   । 
 As such, these measures were significantly outdated and less reflective of reality with each 

passing year. 

     र                   र    ह          और                                       रह    । 
 In February, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released 

the new series of national accounts data, including GDP, with a base year of 2022-23. 

 र र     स    यक  और क य  म   य   य  म   ऱय (MoSPI)    2022-23       र           ह ए 

GDP   ह  र                             र    । 
 The new series incorporates methodological improvements and new data sources, making it 

more granular and robust. 

                         र  और  ए                             ह ,        ह             और 
           ह । 

 Some of these, such as the double-deflator approach, have long been demanded by 
statisticians and international bodies, including the IMF. 

                र,        ऱ-   ऱ  र     क  ,                          और   तरर    य म    क   

(IMF)   ह     रर                 र             रह  ह । 
 Similarly, MoSPI had in February also released the new series of the CPI with an updated 

base year of 2024, a more inclusive basket of items measured, and more accurate 

weightages. 

       र, MoSPI     र र     CPI                   र    ,       2024       र              , 
                 -   र                                    र          र    ए  ए। 

 This has enabled a more realistic reading of retail inflation, a key metric in interest-rate 
decisions. 

        र                                        ह   ह ,          र      र     ए       

       ह । 
 In early June, MoSPI then released the new series of the IIP as well. 

                MoSPI    IIP                   र    । 
 The base year was updated to 2022-23 and the index‘s data collection was strengthened. 

        र     2022-23  र                                  रह        और                । 
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 This, too, eventually feeds into more accurate GDP data. 

 ह                    GDP                      ह । 
 The other factor to be highlighted is that the data upgrades have not been limited to just 

MoSPI. 

              ह    ह              र      MoSPI           ह   रह  ह । 
 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry also updated its WPI, releasing the new series on 

Monday. 

     य और   य   म   ऱय            WPI           र   ह ए      र                     र  
  । 

 A more accurate WPI and CPI yield a more accurate GDP deflator, which strengthens the 

way that statisticians derive real GDP growth after having adjusted for inflation. 

          WPI और CPI,           GDP    ऱ  र       र   ह ,                            

               GDP                             ह       ह । 
 The Commerce Ministry also released a new Producer Price Index (PPI), which is to 

replace the WPI in five years. 

     य म   ऱय    ए           क म  य स  क  क (PPI)      र       ह ,                     WPI    
         । 

 A PPI is the standard among developed economies and provides more information about both 

goods and service price levels at the producer stage. 

PPI                                    ह  और  ह          र  र                           
       र       र               र        र   ह । 

 With all these, the IMF is sure to improve the recurring ‗C‘ grade it has given India‘s national 

accounts data. 

           र         IMF    र    र     र                                 र-  र    ‗C‘           
    र ह               ह । 

 
 
 
 
 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
4 

 
 
19J6.  The real barriers to trade are no longer tariffs 
 य   र म     त  क              क (   र )      र        

 Recently, the CEO of a large multinational called to ask whether the upcoming visit of the 
United States Trade Representative to India could result in tariff rates returning to around 

18% or settling at a different level. 

ह   ह     ए       ह र                          र       र      ह            ए               

स य  त र  य  म  रक  क   य   र   त          र            र                  र            

18%             ह                र  र    र ह       ह । 
 The U.S. reciprocal rate cut to 18%. 

       र        र        र   र        र    18%            । 
 But the White House fact sheet buried the more consequential admission — that both sides 

needed to negotiate the removal of non-tariff barriers. 

       ह    ह          -      ए        ह            र          ह      —                  र-
   क य           ह          ए        र   ह   । 

 The U.S. deploys its own formidable non-tariff barriers arsenal while India has its quality 
regulations. 

       र        र                   र-                        र   ह ,        र         

                          ह । 
 The tariff headline was the press release. 

                            र         । 
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 The real obstacles are faced in the laboratory and the law offices through NTBs. 

            ए             और                    र-   क य                           ह । 
 NTBs are the regulations, certifications, licensing rules, and product requirements that goods 

must meet before entering a market. 

  र-   क य                 ,      ,                     और              ए  ह     ह       
    र             ह               र   र        ह । 

 They include technical regulations, environmental rules, health and safety requirements, 
packaging standards and testing procedures. 

                  ,      र        ,        ए     र          ए ,                   
 र         ए        ह । 

 Unlike tariffs, which are transparent and easy to measure, these regulatory hurdles operate 
within the system and exert a far-reaching influence on trade. 

            र  ,      र    और                       ह ,                 ए               र      
 र   ह  और      र  र                  ह । 

NTBs, the quiet trade weapon 

  र-   क य        :  य   र क  म      य र 

 Since the establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995, average tariff 

rates among its members have fallen by nearly half, yet governments have not abandoned 
protectionism. 

1995          य   र स                                               औ         र       

    ह     ह ,   र     र  र       र           र      ह        ह । 
 As tariffs declined, NTBs surged. 

    -           र      ,   र-           ए         । 
 Today, they affect around 90% of global trade — a sixfold increase over the past three 

decades. 

                  र         90%  ह               र   ह ,                       ह            

          ह । 
 The regulatory landscape has expanded just as rapidly. 

           र            ह                    ह   ह । 
 More than half of the 20,000 global product and safety regulations introduced over the past 70 

years have emerged since 2000, creating a dense web of overlapping rules that complicates 
cross-border commerce and raises compliance costs, particularly for smaller exporters. 

      70               ए  ए 20,000              ए     र                                 2000 

                  ए ह ,        र  र               ए                  ह      ह         -  र 
     र               ह                                     ए                    ह । 

 The WTO itself reflects this shift. 

          र                    र               ह । 
 In 2025 alone, governments submitted over 7,700 notifications of NTBs and health-

related trade measures, 10 times more than in 1995. 

     2025    ह   र  र       र-              और       -            र                  7,700    
             ए           ,    1995                          ह । 

 Among major economies, the European Union (EU) is the most extensive user of these 
regulatory tools. 

                    य र   य स                  र                           ह । 
 According to the World Trade Organization and World Bank data, non-tariff measures cover 

roughly about 94% of imports entering the EU, compared with about 77% in the U.S. and 
nearly 45% in India. 
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          र       और                           र,   र                  र             94% 

       र-                           ह ,             र         र       ह      77% और   र  

        45% ह । 
 Each major economy deploys these barriers differently. 

                                           -     र        र   ह । 
 The EU has built the world‘s most expansive regulatory architecture for trade, with NTBs 

concentrated in environmental rules, chemical safety regulations, product standards, 
packaging requirements and climate-related policies such as the Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism and the EU Deforestation Regulation. 

  र                 र      ए                               र              ह ,         र-
           ए       र         , र          र          ,            ,                    
                           और   -                                      -               र 
      ह । 

 The American NTBs are driven by strategic competition, security concerns and technological 
dominance. 

    र     र-           ए  र               ,   र           और                        र  ह । 
 Export controls, entity lists and restrictions on semiconductors, AI chips and advanced 

computing hardware increasingly limit rivals‘ access to critical technology supply chains. 

             ,                                    ,                    र       और      

         र    र                        ह                                    ह       
     र        र रह  ह । 

 India has traditionally relied more on tariffs, but this is changing. 

  र    र   र               र          र रह  ह ,           ह           रह  ह । 

The Indian experience 

  रत य       

 The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India agreement has been in force 
since 2010, yet preferential tariff utilisation among Indian businesses remains below 50%, 
largely because non-tariff barriers make claiming these benefits commercially impractical. 

    -        य   र     क  स    -  रत सम  त      2010         ह ,   र      र               र  
                           50%           ह   ह ,            ए         र-   क य           

                                      ह । 
 Overall, India‘s FTA utilisation rate is about 25%, compared with 70%-80% for developed 

economies. 

            र     म  त  य   र सम  त    य    र      25% ह ,                         
    ह 70%    80%        ह । 

 The agreements existed on paper; the barriers remained in practice. 

              र         ,          ह र        ए      रह  । 

The next frontier of trade 

 य   र क    ऱ  स म  

 The United Arab Emirates Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement explicitly 

mandates automatic recognition of medicines approved by major global regulators, and 
requires mutual acceptance of laboratory testing that eliminates duplicate compliance costs. 

स य  त  र   म र त क  स    य  क     क       र  सम  त                         र         
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औ                                     र   ह                र          र   र             
              ह ,         हर                                ह    ह । 

 The India-European Free Trade Association Trade and Economic Partnership 
Agreement, in force since October 2025, goes further with mutual recognition of standards, 

streamlined conformity assessment, and a dedicated sub-committee mandated to address 
non-tariff barriers on an ongoing basis. 

  रत-य र   य म  त  य   र स    य   र         क       र  सम  त ,         र 2025         ह , 
           र   र        ,  र                             र-   क य             र  र        

ह                                             और          ह । 
 For the first time, NTB reduction is a legally binding obligation. 

 ह     र   र-   क य        म  कम  ए                    र             ह । 
 The politics of trade still talks about tariffs. 

     र    र                            र   ह । 
 The economics of trade has already moved on. 

           र                             ह । 

 

19J6.  Is India producing more graduates than what the economy can absorb? 

 य    रत     य        र  सम   त क     सक     ऱ  स  य  स     क    तक त य र कर र   
  ? 
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 In engineering alone, the number of graduates has risen sharply over the past few years while 
job creation has not kept pace. 

                       ह                                                ह   ह ,      र    र 
                 ह           ह । 

 Earlier, the IT services sector was the principal employer of engineering graduates. 

        स        य   क  स                                            । 
 Today, hiring by IT services firms has slowed considerably, even though sectors such as 

banking and financial services, manufacturing, defence and space technologies have 
expanded their recruitment. 

                                   र                         ह ,              ए         

      ,         , र           र                                     र ह   ह । 
 The challenge is that these new opportunities have not grown fast enough to absorb the 

increasing number of graduates entering the labour market. 

        ह ह         ए    र        र          र             ह ए                        ह   र   
     ए                ह       ह । 

 Much of the recent investment in sectors such as semiconductors, advanced manufacturing 
and technology has been capital-intensive rather than labour-intensive. 

        ,               और                        ह                      -     ह            

     -     रह  ह । 

Has AI made the problem worse? 

 य  क   म      म      सम य  क  और     र       य    ? 

 Companies now want graduates who can work with AI systems, validate AI-generated 
outputs, understand responsible and ethical AI use, and solve complex problems using 
technology. 

                        ह   ह                                         र    ,         र  
        र                र    ,        र     ए                                        
    ह                                र    । 

 Four years ago, when many of today‘s graduates entered college, these skills were not widely 
discussed. 

  र       र   ,                          ह                        ,              र       

      ह   ह      । 
 Universities cannot redesign programmes overnight, and students cannot acquire entirely 

new competencies instantly. 

                            ए  ह  र                ह    र     , और          र    ए      

       ह    र     । 
 As a result, many graduates are entering a labour market that demands skills different from 

those they were trained for. 

  र       ,                       र          र रह  ह                             र   ह  
        ए   ह          ह              । 

Is employability more important than just job creation? 

 य  क  ऱ र    र स    क  त ऱ   म  र    र-य  यत     क म          ? 

 The problem is often a mismatch between what is taught and what the industry requires. 

                           ह    ह                   ह  और                  र            
        ह    ह ,             ह    ह । 
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 Students may graduate with strong academic credentials but have limited exposure to 
laboratories, manufacturing environments, teamwork and real-world problem-solving. 

                                        ह       ह ,         ह            ,            र   , 

     ह                                                            ह    ह । 
 When they enter the industry, employers frequently find that they need substantial additional 

training in order to contribute effectively. 

                      र   ह ,                       ह  ह    ह    ह                            ए 

  ह      र                     ह । 
 Companies run their own training programmes to bridge this gap. 

      र               ए                                             र   ह । 
 This was far less common a few decades ago. 

         ह    ह        ह                       । 

Has manufacturing failed to create enough opportunities? 

 य      म         य   त   सर स   त कर   म     ऱ र     ? 

 People often focus on the impact of AI on software jobs, but manufacturing is also being 
transformed by automation, robotics, and Industry 4.0 systems. 

                                  र            र    र                 र             र   ह , 
                            , र                 और      औ                 र          
   र    र      ह  रह  ह । 

 Digital manufacturing systems require fewer people to oversee production processes. 

                                                र         ए                     
        ह    ह । 

 Even as factories expand output, they often require fewer workers and supervisors than 
before. 

  र                        ह     र      ह   ह                        और             
             ह । 

Does that mean the future is one of permanent jobless growth? 

 य   सक      य      क     य    य  र    र        क स क      ? 

 RW: I would not go that far. 

र        र :              ह         । 
 India‘s push towards self-reliance in sectors such as defence, aerospace and advanced 

manufacturing is creating new opportunities. 

र  ,                                           र            र       र            ए    र  
         र रह  ह । 

 There is increasing emphasis on domestic design and product development, and that is 
encouraging. 

 र             और              र      ह     र     ह     ह । 
 The challenge is that automation and digitalisation are reducing labour requirements even as 

industries grow. 

        ह ह                    र       -           और         र                      

 र रह  ह । 
 Therefore, employment growth may not automatically match economic growth. 

    ए र    र            ह                              ह   ह      । 
 This makes it even more important for educational institutions and industry to work together. 

                    और                ह    और       ह       ह       ह । 
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 Curricula needs to be aligned much more closely with industry requirements. 

                                       ह                                      हए। 

Has India focused too much on manufacturing and too little on innovation? 

 य    रत        म     र   य  क और      र  र    त कम  य     य    ? 

 ORSR: Over many years, India became increasingly proficient at manufacturing products 

designed elsewhere; manufacturing alone does not create enough opportunities for highly 
trained engineers. 

 . र. स. र  :               र                                 ह                     
                    ;                                            ए           र       

 ह    र  । 
 The real value lies in research, development and design. 

                     ,       और                ह  ह । 
 Countries that control intellectual property and technology create far more opportunities for 

engineers than countries that simply manufacture products. 

                    और            र        र    ह ,                       र                
                        ए  ह           र        र   ह । 

 Recent global developments have reinforced this lesson. 

ह                                 और                ह । 
 Increasing restrictions on access to critical technologies such as semiconductors and 

strategic components have shown that excessive dependence on external technologies 
carries risks. 

         और र                  ह                       ह     र                  ह        ह  
     हर               र            र             ह । 

 India therefore needs to invest much more aggressively in indigenous research, innovation 
and product development. 

      र                    ,      र और                 ह                           र   
           ह । 

Has India made progress in indigenous design capabilities? 

 य    रत              क      मत    म     त क    ? 

 RW: It would be incorrect to say that India remains only a manufacturing base. 

र        र :  ह  ह       ह         र       ए                  र रह     ह । 
 Over the last decade, companies such as Mahindra and Tata Motors have developed 

significant design and engineering capabilities. 

      ए           ह    और                             ह                और            
    ए            ह । 

 Indian engineers today are designing vehicles, platforms, transmissions and other complex 
systems that would previously have been developed elsewhere. 

     र              ह  ,   र           ,     -   र                                  
          र रह  ह ,    ह   ह                                  । 

 The issue is not whether these capabilities exist. 

     ह  ह   ह            ए        ह      ह  । 
 The issue is scale. 

                      र    ह । 
 The number of high-quality engineering graduates being produced is larger than the number 

of advanced R&D and design roles currently available. 
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                                                                        ,       और 
                                     ह । 

What role should entrepreneurship play? 

  य मत  क   य     मक            ? 

 ORSR: Neither government nor industry can create enough jobs for every graduate. 

 . र. स. र  :       र  र और   ह                         ए        र    र        र      
ह । 

 We need more graduates to become creators of enterprises rather than only seekers of 
employment. 

ह                               र    र             ह  ,                                
  ए       ह   र   ह   । 

 One major challenge is access to risk capital. 

ए                              ह       ह । 
 Traditional lenders prefer established businesses and proven revenue streams. 

  र   र                        और                                 ह । 
 Innovation, however, requires investors willing to support ideas at an early stage.  

           र      ए                        ह    ह       र      र     ह   ए     र           

 र          र ह । 
 India‘s startup ecosystem has made significant progress, but much more needs to be done to 

support deep-technology ventures. 

  र               र                        ह ,        ह                र           
                ए      ह                     ह । 

What should India focus on in the AI era? 

क   म      म   क  य   म    रत क   कस  र  य   क   त कर        ? 

 ORSR: India should focus not only on infrastructure but also on products. 

 . र. स. र  :   र              र     र ह   ह  ,                       र                र   
   हए। 

 There is a significant need for sovereign AI as nations with those systems seek to restrict 
access. 

                                               ह ,                                    ह     
       ह              र            र रह  ह । 

 Product companies create intellectual property, innovation and high-value employment. 

          र                       ,      र और    -          र    र          र   ह । 
 The goal should be to develop products not only for India but for global markets. 

           र       ए ह   ह  ,                 र       ए                  र   ह       हए। 
 We should identify strategic areas where India can become a global leader. 

ह      र                ह     र      हए  ह     र                            ह । 
 UPI‘s success demonstrates that India is capable of building world-class digital platforms. 

ए                             ह         र   ह       र        र                     

 र          ह । 

What needs to change in higher education? 

         म   य    र त      यक   ? 
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 ORSR: Industry-academia collaboration must become much deeper. 

 . र. स. र  :       और                 ह     ह         हर  ह       हए। 
 Universities cannot design relevant programmes without industry participation, and industry 

cannot expect job-ready graduates without contributing to curriculum, internships and skill 
development. 

          ह                                              र  ह    र     , और          
             ,      -                                ए      र    र-               
       ह    र     । 

Looking ahead, what are the priorities? 

    य क       स      मकत     य    ? 

 ORSR: Three priorities stand out. 

 . र. स. र  :             ए               ह       ह । 
 First, India must significantly increase investment in research and development. 

   ,   र              और                                        ह   । 
 Second, industry and academia must work together much more closely. 

      ,       और             ह                      र       र   ह   । 
 Third, we need a stronger entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages innovation and 

supports risk-taking. 

     , ह                            र            र   ह            र          ह   र  और 
                      र । 

 RW: I would add that India must continue building indigenous capabilities in design, 

engineering and advanced manufacturing. 

र        र :     ह            ह          र             ,            और                  
                        र  र        र      हए। 

 The opportunities are real, particularly in sectors such as defence and aerospace. 

   र                ह ,       र र   और                      । 
 The challenge is ensuring that education, industry and policy move in the same direction. 

        ह           र      ह         ,       और         ए  ह                 । 

Industrial Revolution Key Feature 

Industry 1.0 Mechanization using steam power 

Industry 2.0 Mass production using electricity 

Industry 3.0 Automation using computers and electronics 

Industry 4.0 Smart, connected, data-driven systems 
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19J6.  Revised pact with U.K. could save $500 million for Indians 

 य .क . क  स   स     त सम  त    रत य  क   ऱ  500  म ऱय    ऱर क    त कर सकत     

 The agreement on social security, effective July 15, will save Indian firms and workers there 
about $500 million worth of social security payments they otherwise would have had to pay 
in the U.K. 

 15   ऱ            ह         स म   क स र            र            और  ह       र    र    

              500  म ऱय    ऱर              र                ए  ,      ह        य .क .    
           । 

 The agreement on social security that India and the U.K. have signed and that will come into 
force on July 15 will save Indian companies and workers there about $500 million worth of 

social security payments that they otherwise would have had to pay in the U.K., according to 
sources in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

   रत और य .क .    र  ह     र            र         ,    15   ऱ           ह   ,   र    

        और  ह       र    र             500  म ऱय    ऱर              र             
   ए  ,            ह    .  .             ,          य       य   म   ऱय                 । 

 The original Agreement on Social Security, also referred to as the Double Contribution 
Convention (DCC), was signed in July 2025. 

     स म   क स र   सम  त ,        ऱ क    य    क      (DCC)     ह       ह ,   ऱ   2025    
ह     र             । 

 It exempted companies in the U.K. from paying social security for the temporary Indian 
workers they employed for a period of three years, as long as they paid social security in India 
during that period. 

               ह    .  .                                      र           र          र      
  ए           र                         ,                   र               र             

        रह  ह । 
 On Wednesday, both governments announced that the DCC would come into effect on July 

15 along with the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between India 

and the U.K. 

      र          र  र                 DCC और   र -  .  .         य  क     क      य   र 
सम  त  (CETA) 15   ऱ           ह   । 

 As per the revised agreement, the social security exemption limit has now been increased to 
five years, which will cover about 90-95% of the Indian workers in the U.K. and stands to 

significantly reduce costs for Indian companies operating in the U.K. 

                        र           र                            र       ह ,         .  .    
    र       90-95%   र                        और  ह       र    र                       
              ए  । 

 ―We have more than 75,000 workers from India working in the U.K. and there are more than 
900 Indian companies that are at present operational in the U.K.,‖ a Commerce Ministry 
official explained on condition of anonymity since the matter is confidential until July 15. 

 ―  .  .      र     75,000 स     क   मक   र   र  ह  और  ह             900 स     क   रत य 

क    य           ह  रह  ह ,‖                  ए       र                         र  ह        

      15                 ह । 
 ―On the basis of their minimum salary levels, the savings to Indian companies in the U.K. 

employing temporary Indian workers will come to more than half a billion dollars,‖ the official 
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added. 

      र      ह , ―              र        र  र          र          र              र        
  र                        र    ऱर स     क ह   ।‖ 

Imbalances rectified 

  स त ऱ    र  क     

 The issue that had arisen was that, in the absence of a DCC, companies employing Indian 

workers had to pay social security for these workers in India as well as in the U.K. 

        ह       DCC              र          र              र                     र  और 
  .  .        ह           र              र          । 

 Most of these workers were in the U.K. for up to a period of five years. 

                      र    .  .                       रह     । 
 However, the benefits from social security in the U.K. accrue only after 10 consecutive years 

of contribution. 

 ह         .  .              र               ऱ  त र 10                                ह    ह । 
 ―This meant that most of the Indian workers there were paying double social security, and 

also were not able to get any benefit from the U.K. social security system,‖ the official added. 

      र      ह , ―          ह                 र         र    हर            र             

 र रह     और   र      .  .              र                          ह    र    रह    ।‖ 
 ―Now, with the exemption increased from three to five years, this covers about 90-95% of the 

temporary Indian workers in the U.K.‖ 

 ―                          र           र        .  .        र       90-95%          र    

     र          र         ए   ।‖ 
 Companies will need to obtain a certificate from the Indian government confirming that social 

security was being paid here, which they can submit to the U.K. government in order to avail 
of the exemption. 

              र   र  र    ए   म           र   ह   ,     ह        र                 र      
         र             रह  ह , और               र        ए   .  .  र  र                       । 

 The CETA was also signed in July last year and was supposed to be implemented by early 
May 2026. 

 CETA  र                       ह    र ह ए    और     म  2026                              । 
 However, a fresh U.K. regulation on steel import tariffs temporarily — which had not been 

part of the CETA negotiations — brought the trade deal proceedings to a halt as both 
countries scrambled to find a solution without having to redo the CETA itself. 

 ह           त  य त    क              .  .    ए   ए     ,    CETA             ह     ह     ,    
                  र                    र                       CETA            ए      
                     ए। 

 ―If you look at this steel measure in detail, 85% of our steel exports to the U.K. was out of 
this,‖ a second official explained. 

 ए     र       र      ह , ―                          र        ,      .  .    ह         ह  र  85% 

                    हर   ।‖ 
 ―Out of about $890 million of steel export that we do to the U.K., only $137 million was 

getting affected.‖ 

 ―  .  .    ह              890  म ऱय    ऱर                            137  म ऱय    ऱर        

ह  रह    ।‖ 
 ―We have arrived at a deal on this steel measure, which has taken care of our concerns,‖ they 

added. 
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   ह     ह , ―ह                 र ए          र  ह     ए ह ,       ह  र                     र 
     ह ।‖ 

 ―It was finalised only yesterday afternoon [hours before the deal was announced]. India will 
not lose any market access, and will have a decent market access in the affected portions. 
We are satisfied with the overall deal. We are happy that our concerns on steel have been 
addressed.‖ 

 ―          हर ह                      ।   र              र  ह        ह     ए   और             
                 र  ह       ए र    । ह                          ह । ह        ह                  
ह  र                     र          ह ।‖ 

 The two officials would not reveal details of what concessions India has obtained regarding 
the steel tariffs as the matter was still extremely sensitive for the U.K., which was still 
negotiating with other countries on the matter. 

            र                  र   र           र            र               र  र      
       ह               .  .      ए                 ह  और  ह           र                
        र रह  ह । 

 However, they said that the leeway granted to India would be in the form of a mix of country-
specific quotas, residual quotas and access under authorised-use schemes. 

 ह         ह     ह       र                  -       क   ,        क           क त   य   

य           ह   ह                     ह   । 
 The details will be available on July 

1, when the U.K.‘s tariffs come into effect. 

                  र  1   ऱ            

ह   ,      .  .              ह   । 

 
 

19J6. Iron ore sees a bright future, 

but green steel industry fades 

 ऱ    य क क      य     ऱ    त  
  , ऱ  क    रत     त   य   क   मक 

  क     र      

 The most persistently bullish part of 
the commodities sector in recent years 
has been metals associated with the energy 
transition, such as copper, lithium and 
rare earth elements. 

 ह             कम                       र 
          रह         ह         स  म          
     रह  ह ,      त    ,  ऱ  यम और   ऱ   म    
त  । 

 Iron ore miners want their product to 
be added to the list. 

   ह             ह   ह                   
                           ए। 

 Strong demand growth for steel in 
South and Southeast Asia will keep 

demand for the raw material robust, and 
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more than outweigh declining production in China and the Western world. 

      और     -        य         त                                                 ए र     
और             म                          र                          । 

 That was the consensus view at this week‘s industry gathering in Singapore. 

        ह  स     र                            ह      ह    रह । 
 However, the optimism of iron ore miners wasn‘t replicated by advocates of decarbonising 

the industry, with a shift away from seeing green steel as the great hope due to the bitter 
realisation that it will be enormously costly. 

 ह         ह                ह                 क    म   तकर                ह       , 
        रत     त                                                           र      रह  ह  
    ह         ह    ह   । 

 Governments currently lack the will to legislate, regulate and incentivise a switch from making 
steel with coal to using renewable energies. 

            र  र     क यऱ      र                     कर  य          र             र 
           ए            ,          र   और      ह                       ह   ह । 

 The bullish mood in iron ore is largely built around forecasts that India will increase its steel 
production from around 168 million metric tons a year currently to around 400 million tons 
by 2035. 

   ह            र    र       ह                         र     र  ह       रत            

                      168  म ऱय  म   क           र 2035 तक 400  म ऱय      र     । 
 India is a small net exporter of iron ore, with exports of 28.62 million tons in 2025 balanced 

against imports of 13.87 million tons, according to data compiled by commodity analysts 
Kpler. 

                   ऱर                  र,   र    ह         ए                    ह ,  ह   
2025    28.62  म ऱय                       13.87  म ऱय          ह  । 

 If India does more than double steel production in the next 10 years, it would almost certainly 

have to boost imports, as its domestic industry would be unable to mine sufficient quantities of 
ore with high enough iron content to be economically viable. 

       र       10                                             ह ,                          
                ,             र                       ह-                               
   ह      र  र      ह    र   ए  । 

 There is also optimism that Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Thailand will build more steel capacity as their economies continue to industrialise, and these 

will largely depend on imported iron ore. 

  ह          ह         -        य              यत  म,         य  और    ऱ   औ        र  

  र  रह                                  र    और                    ह       र     र 
रह   । 

 Rio Tinto Chief Commercial Officer Bold Baatar told the Singapore Iron Ore and Steel 
Forum that there is a looming supply gap of 650 million tons of iron ore by 2035. 

  रय                              र         त र     स     र  यर   र        ऱ   रम     ह     

2035      ह                   650  म ऱय                     ह । 
 The figure accounts for new mines such as the 120 million ton-per-year Simandou project 

in Guinea, which is in the process of starting up. 

                      120  म ऱय       त      मत    ऱ   सम       रय                         
               ह ,        ह                ह । 

 However, Rio expects that the pace of new mine development will not match the loss of tons 
as mines reach the end of life. 

 ह        र            ह                             ,   र                   ह       ह         
       ह        र     ह    र   ए  । 
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 Another factor supporting miners such as Rio, which is the world‘s largest producer of iron 
ore, is that most of the new steel capacity being built in Asia uses the traditional blast 
furnace-basic oxygen furnace (BF-BOF) method of production. 

  र                       ए        र   ह ह     ए                     रह                   

       र   र   ऱ       स-   सक   स       स (BF-BOF)                 र   ह । 
 This method is proven and cost effective, but also highly polluting, as it relies on 

metallurgical coal. 

  ह            और            ह ,         त कम य क यऱ   र     र ह         र         

       र     ह । 
 Steel-making accounts for about 8% of global carbon emissions, making decarbonisation 

vital to reach climate ambitions of net zero by 2050. 

                     क       स            8%  ह    ह ,     ए 2050 तक    -  र           

 र        ए            र              ह । 
 But while miners and steel makers are keen to talk about decarbonising their operations, the 

reality is that they are really only going after some low-hanging fruit with plans to increase 
efficiency and use higher-grade iron ore. 

 ह            और                      र                                 र   ह ,       

           ह ह                            और                   ह                    
                     र         रह  ह । 

Green shoots fade 

   रत स           क     र      

 Any real effort to meaningfully reduce emissions involves switching from coal to hydrogen as 
a reductant, and renewable electricity as a power source. 

                   और                     ए क यऱ           र                       
   कर  य    ऱ                                    ह । 

 But so far very little capital has been allocated to producing green steel. 

               रत     त             ए  ह                         ह । 
 Zhong Shaoliang, the deputy secretary general of the World Steel Association, told the 

Singapore Green Steel Forum on Wednesday that only $20 billion has been invested in 

supporting green steel production. 

          त स          ह              ऱय            र     स     र        ऱ   रम             

ह र                                  ए            20  र    ऱर          ह   ह । 
 This has led to an expected capacity of 70.8 million tons of green steel production by 2030, 

the bulk of it in Europe. 

        र        2030    70.8  म ऱय     ह र                                  ह , 
               ह    य र      ह   । 

 Given that global steel production is expected to be closing in on 2 billion tons a year by 
2030, the planned green steel output is less than 4% of the total. 

                           2030 तक 2  र       त        र    ह               ह ,     ए 

        ह र                      4% स     कम ह । 
 The problem is that there is no global standard for green steel, and carbon taxes such as the 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism in Europe aren‘t widespread enough to drive a 

meaningful shift to green steel. 

        ह ह       रत     त      ए                  ह   ह  और   र      क         र      म   

म क    म             र                          ह   ह     ह र            र                
   । 
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 The current cost of producing steel using the BF-BOF method is around $400 a ton, 

according to the World Steel Association data presented this week. 

        ह                                       र BF-BOF     त                           

          400   ऱर   त    ह । 
 However, using renewable hydrogen and electricity lifts the cost to between $500 and 

$850 a ton, depending on the location of production. 

 ह          कर  य         और    ऱ                             र 500 स  850   ऱर   त    

        ह         ह ,                 र     र  र   ह । 
 The only way to close that gap is for governments to regulate in favour of green steel, either 

by taxing more polluting methods or by subsidising less carbon-intensive production. 

            र        र      ए      र     ह ह      र  र    रत     त                 

ह       र ,                   र          र  र     र              - ह                   
   र। 
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19J6.  Telegram has evolved into a new dark web, govt. tells HC  

सरक र         य य ऱय क   त य   क   ऱ   म  क      क      क     म    क सत     य       

 The Union government on Thursday submitted before the Delhi High Court that the 
messaging platform Telegram had evolved into the “new dark web”, arguing that its 
architecture and privacy features had made it a preferred tool for cybercriminals, fraud 
networks, extremist and terror groups, and operators involved in examination paper 
leaks. 

क   सरक र         र       ऱ       य य ऱय                                       ऱ   म ए  

   र    “ य    क     ”        ह ।  र  र                     र    और                 
                 स   र   र   य ,             क ,             त क     सम         र          

ऱ क                                           ह । 
 The government‘s submissions relied heavily on an Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 

Centre (I4C) assessment that the platform was a growing hub for illicit online activity. 

 र  र                       रत य स   र   र   सम  य क               र     र     , 
                       ऱ      त    य  क    त  क                ह             । 
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  ―Telegram has become the new dark web, linking threat actors. Criminals have rapidly 

adopted Telegram to post links on channels that connect to dark web forums through deep 
web links, making it hard for authorities to track and attribute criminals,‖ he said. 

  ह     ह , “  ऱ   म  य    क          य    ,            तर        कर     ऱ  त    क      र       
  र            क  य  क  म  यम स    क      म    स          ऱ   ऱ क स    कर   क   ऱ   सक  त    स  
  य   कर र     ,   सस    र   य  क   त  ऱ     और   क             त कर   क         त     ” 

 Senior advocate Dhruv Mehta, appearing for Telegram, said the government had failed to 
justify the use of emergency powers and had not demonstrated why specific content could 

not be blocked, instead of disabling access to the entire platform. 

            र             र        त      म  त      ह      र  र    तक ऱ      तय     
               हर            रह  ह  और  ह  ह                र              र                

                     ह                        । 
 ―The order says it is in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India. An examination 

like NEET will affect the sovereignty and integrity of India?‖ he asked. 

  ह            , “     म  क    य      क य    रत क  स    त  और     त  क    त म       य  र    य 

   त  स        र      स   र      रत क  स    त  और     त  क       त कर   ?” 

  ―How can we stop the rights of 150 million people just because one set of citizens are 

appearing in examinations?‖ he said while hearing submissions from both sides. 

                        ह ए   ह     ह , “ म क  ऱ  स ऱ  15 कर   ऱ    क     क र  क  क स  र क 

सकत      य  क     रक  क   क      र    म  स  म ऱत    र     ?” 

 It is alleged that Telegram channels host marketplaces for rented and mule bank accounts 
used in money laundering and cyber fraud. 

 ह  र             ह                        र  कर य   र   ऱ     क   त  और म        क   त  
        र ह    ह ,                     और स   र                      ह । 

 Such channels enable criminals to exchange information on bank accounts, UPI handles, 
and cryptocurrency conversion mechanisms while, due to the interface, it remains difficult 

for the police to track them because new channels emerge continuously. 

            र           क   त ,  क क त    त         स क तक  त      स  म        तर  त       
             र        र                ह ।          र         र             ए                
         रह   ह ,        ए            र   र   रह   ह । 

 Data placed before the court show that complaints on the National Cyber Crime Reporting 
Portal involving Telegram rose from 75,688 in 2023 to 2.75 lakh in 2025, with fraud 
amounts crossing ₹3,000 crore in 2025. 

                                   र, र    य स   र   र    र           ऱ  र            
                             2023 म  75,688       र     2025 म  2.75 ऱ   ह    ,      

        क  र        2025 म  3,000 कर     य  स     क ह    । 
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19J6.  Beyond „depression‟ and „anxiety‟: how young Adivasis describe 

distress 

„  स  ‟ और „   त ‟ स     : य         स       म   सक      क   कस  क र  य त करत     

 Dumbi, a tall, muscular teenager, walks silently outside his village, which consists of about 70 
houses, mostly of the Adivasi Ho community, in Jharkhand. 

     , ए       और           र,   र                           हर             ह ,            

70  र ह  और  ह                    स     सम   य          र    ह । 
 The burden of caring for the family at the age of 15 made him sullen and withdrawn, and also 

led to his habit of drinking locally-brewed liquor, as a coping mechanism. 

15                 र  र                           और                 , और           
  र                       ए                      र                         ह    । 

 India has the largest population of indigenous communities in the world. 

  र                             सम   य                    र   ह । 
 The 2015-16 National Mental Health Survey estimated that 7% of adolescents aged 13-17 

years, experience mental health problems, though most are unlikely to receive any formal 

care. 

2015-16 क  र    य म   सक      य स             र, 13-17                7%     र        
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                         र   ह ,                                  र    औ    र         

                  ह   ह   । 

 A survey among Adivasi adolescents in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and Meghalaya reported a 
16% prevalence of mental disorders, more than double the national estimate for adolescents. 

   र त, त मऱ     और म   ऱय         स   क  र   र   ए  ए ए                      र     
16%  य  कत           ,        र       ए र                                  ह । 

 

 

 

19J6.  Children with vitiligo deserve freedom from stigma and the burden of 
misinformation 

     ऱ   स       त      क  कऱ क और   मक    क र  क      स  म   त  मऱ          

 Yet, for thousands of children living with vitiligo – a chronic condition where patches of skin 

tend to lose pigment – this is a reality. 

  र   ,      ऱ            ह  र            ए —    ए                  ह                    

 ह       र         ह       ह  —  ह ए            ह । 
 Vitiligo is a medically harmless, non-contagious condition. 

     ऱ                     ह   र ह  और   र-             ह । 
 Misunderstandings and stigma about it, however, persist. 

ह      ,        र              और कऱ क           ह ए ह । 
 Children suffering from vitiligo tend to be very conscious of their appearance at an early age. 

     ऱ                           ह         हर                         ह       ह । 
 Adolescents are significantly more vulnerable as during their teenage years, they are more 

susceptible to concerns of appearances, belonging and acceptance. 

    र                            ह    ह            र              हर    ,       और         

                                           ह    ह । 

What needs to change 

 य    ऱ   क     यकत     

 The condition is often assumed to be caused by poor hygiene or believed to be contagious: 
neither fact is true. 

   र  ह           ह      ह        र               र  ह    ह      ह        ह ,              
                ह   ह । 

 Simple initiatives inside the classroom can make a difference, as when children understand 
that vitiligo is an autoimmune disease and poses no health risk to others, the stigma and fear 

related to it will reduce substantially. 

          र   ए  ए  र                र             ह ,                ह       ह     

     ऱ   ए    -   र   र   ह  और         र                     र   ह   ह ,                   

और         ह        ह    ए  । 
 Teachers and parents play an important role here in identifying signs of emotional distress, 

declining academic performances or reluctance to attend school. 

                       ,                   र                                    ह    

 र           और          ह                     ह । 
 The true burden of vitiligo is rarely found in the skin itself: it is found in the silent stigma that 

children face. Our collective goal must be that no child feels different, or less worthy, due to 
the skin they live in. 
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ह  र       ह       ह ह       हए                               र                    

         ह       र ।      ऱ                       ह                              ह ;  ह    

               ह  ह    ह                    र   ह । 
 

Vitiligo 

 Vitiligo is a chronic skin condition in which white patches appear on the skin due to the loss of 
melanocytes, the cells that produce the pigment melanin responsible for skin, hair, and eye color. 

Why is it Called an Autoimmune Disease? 

 In an autoimmune disorder, the body's immune system mistakenly attacks its own healthy cells.  

 In vitiligo: 

 The immune system wrongly identifies melanocytes as harmful. 

 It attacks and destroys these pigment-producing cells. 

 As melanocytes disappear, the affected areas lose their color and become white. 

 

 

19J6.  Lopsided solution 

 स त  ऱत सम     

 In India, regulatory oversight for pharmaceuticals needs to 

improve. 

  र     औ   य  (  म   य   क स)      ए   य मक य    र           र   ए         
        ह । 

 As part of an overarching attempt to restore confidence in India‘s 
pharmaceutical supply chain after a series of deaths damaged the country‘s 

reputation as a drug exporter, the government has required a doctor‘s 
prescription for individuals to purchase syrup-based medicines. 

                                           ह                             र     
औ        त       ऱ             ह    र                            र  र    
  र -    र            र        ए                         र      ह । 

 However, while it seems like a credible measure, it is also defensive 
rather than reformist. 

ह        ह ए                    ह    ह ,  र     ह     र              र      

     ह । 
 The Union Health Ministry has removed the term ―syrup‖ from 

Schedule K of the Drugs Rules 1945, a change it had signalled when it 

issued the draft notification in December 2025, thus requiring cough syrups to 
be sold only with a prescription, through licensed pharmacies. 

क   य      य म   ऱय      स   स, 1945 क     स    K    ―  र ‖        ह        
ह ।  ह   र          र 2025      र                                       , 
        र                      र                      र और             

                     ह               । 
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 These products were singled out after ethylene glycol (EG) and diethylene glycol (DEG) 

contamination in India-made cough syrups killed over 300 children across several countries 
since 2022. 

                             ह                 2022      र                       र      
   ऱ    ऱ  क ऱ (EG) और       ऱ    ऱ  क ऱ (DEG)               र             300         

              ह  । 
 The WHO‟s warnings in 2022 and 2023 also undermined assumptions that India‘s export 

quality controls were effective and functioning independently. 

2022 और 2023              य स     (WHO)                      र             र  र      
     र                                      और                   र रह  ह । 

 But beyond contamination, doctors have long raised concerns about how cough syrups are 
formulated and used. 

                र                                    र        र    और             र      ए  
      र   रह  ह । 

 Many over-the-counter (OTC) cough syrups are ‗cocktails‘ of bronchodilators, 
antihistamines, and decongestants, which can cause tremors and heart palpitations, 

extreme sedation or paradoxical agitation in infants, and blood pressure effects. 

       र- -     र (OTC)            र     क    ऱ  स ,           म स और   क       स         

ह    ह ,        ,                 ,                              र                    
र                         र      ह । 

 The American Academy of Pediatrics has said that cough suppressants are quite 

ineffective for children under six years and may even be dangerous, as they can mask 
underlying conditions such as pneumonia or asthma. 

 म  रक   क  म         य    स     ह  ह      ह                            ए                  
   ए       ह            ह  और   र       ह       ह ,                                 
       ह                       ह । 

 Yet, India‘s entrenched OTC culture makes pharmacists de facto primary care providers in 

many rural and semi-urban areas. 

  र   ,   र      हर                   OTC स  क  त      र             और    - हर          
                                               ए ह । 

 Most importantly, however, the contamination was the result of failures in manufacturing 
quality control, testing of raw materials, and regulatory oversight rather than consumer 

access. 

      ह            ह ह      ह                     ह         र   ह  ,          म           
  य   ,                                  र                     र      । 

 Even now, requiring a prescription may reduce inappropriate use and push patients away 
from self-medication, but it could never prevent contaminated products from reaching the 
market in the first place. 

                              र                      ह       ह  और र             -
             र र           ह ,        ह                   र      ह      र     ह          ह   र   

    । 
 The fundamental issue is that the government continues to tolerate the pharmaceutical 

lobby‟s argument that high-end testing requirements — for stronger quality control and 

ultimately better drugs — will bankrupt smaller manufacturers. 

           ह ह      र  र          म   य   कऱ ऱ                      र  र   ह         

              और   ह र            ए             र                                    
 र     । 

 Second, while the Indian Pharmacopoeia and the Pharmacopoeia Internationalis updated 
their analytical methods to detect EG/DEG following the deaths, failures in batch testing and 
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enforcement persist. 

   र   र,           य    म  क   य  और   म  क    य     र     ऱस                   EG/DEG 

    ह         ए                                      ,   र         र    और          
      ए      ह   ह । 

 As a result, while India has around three dozen State drug controllers, they are chronically 

understaffed — so without a large increase in the inspectorate, the notification is likely to be 
ignored sans consequence in rural areas. 

  र       ,         र                   र  य औ      य  क ह ,                          
           रह  ह ।     ए   र                                                             
         ए                 ह  और                  र        ह   ह   । 

 In a globalised economy, subpar enforcement for medicines in even one country is 
dangerous; that is infinitely more so in a country aspiring to remain the world‘s pharmacy. 

                           ए                       ए     र         र    ह    ह ; और  ह 

  र              ए  ह                ह                     औ                     ए र    
  ह   ह । 

 

 

19J6. MSMEs hit by curbs on dispensing 
diesel 

    ऱ   तर   र   त     स  MSMEs      त 

 Micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) that consume 200 to 600 litres of high speed 
diesel (HSD) a day have been hit by the recently 
imposed procurement ceiling. 

        200 स  600 ऱ  र             ऱ (HSD)        

 र        स  म, ऱ   और म यम   यम (MSMEs) ह   ह     
            र   स म            ह ए ह । 
 
 

HIGH-SPEED DIESEL (HSD) 

High-Speed Diesel (HSD) is a refined petroleum fuel used in 

high-speed diesel engines, particularly those operating at 

speeds above about 750 revolutions per minute (RPM). 

HSD is used in: 

• Trucks and buses 

• Cars and SUVs with diesel engines 

• Tractors and agricultural machinery 

• Diesel generators (DG sets) 

• Construction equipment 
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• Railways (many diesel locomotives) 

• Industrial machinery 

 

Why is it Called "High-Speed" Diesel? 

The term refers to the engine speed, not the speed of the vehicle. 

Example 

• A modern truck engine may operate between 1,000 and 2,500 RPM. 

• A tractor engine may operate around 1,500–2,000 RPM. 

These are classified as high-speed diesel engines and therefore use HSD. 

 

Characteristics of HSD 

 High Energy Content: Provides substantial power and fuel efficiency. 

 Higher Flash Point: Usually above 35°C. Safer to store and transport than petrol. 

 Good Lubricating Properties: Helps reduce wear and tear in diesel engines. 

 Better Fuel Economy: Diesel engines generally provide higher mileage than petrol engines. 

 

HSD vs Petrol 

Feature HSD Petrol 

Engine Type Diesel Engine Petrol Engine 

Fuel Efficiency Higher Lower 

Torque Higher Lower 

Flash Point Higher Lower 

Common Use Trucks, buses, tractors Cars, motorcycles 

 

HSD vs Light Diesel Oil (LDO) 

Many students confuse HSD and LDO. 

Feature HSD LDO 

Use Vehicles and high-speed engines Industrial low-speed engines 

Engine Speed Above ~750 RPM Below ~750 RPM 

Quality Better Relatively lower 

 

Environmental Concerns 

Burning HSD releases: 
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• Carbon dioxide (CO₂) 

• Nitrogen oxides (NOₓ) 

• Particulate Matter (PM) 

• Sulphur compounds (depending on fuel quality) 

To reduce pollution, India has adopted BS-VI (Bharat Stage VI) diesel standards with very low sulphur 

content. 

 

 


