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Answers to the pre'ylious day’s daily quiz:

L This U.S. Presideni'signed a declaration of war against
Britain, initiating the War of 1812, which arose from U.S.
grievances over oppressive maritime practices during the
Napoleonic Wars? Ans: James Madison

2. Which English musician, born on this day, gained global
fame with the Beatles? Ans: Paul McCartney

3. The SALT Il treaty was signed by which two countries?
Ans: The U.S., Soviet Union

4. On this day in 1940, which French General, broadcasting
from London, after France fell to the Nazis, appealed to his
compatriots to continue World War Il under his leadership?
Ans: Charles de Gaulle

5. Where did British explorer and mountaineer George
Mallory, born on this day in 1886, disappear? Ans: Mount
Everest

6. This American suffragist was fined after being convicted
for voting in the 1872 presidential election, though she
refused to pay it. Ans: Susan B. Anthony

7. Identify this person. She became the first American woman
to fly into outer space in 1983. Ans: Sally Ride

Early Birds

Abhay Krishnan | Prithvi Chouhan |Yashica | Prem Nath
Tiwari | Alisha Yadav
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19J6. QUIZ

1. James Madison and the War of 1812

e James Madison, the fourth President of the United
States, played a central role in the outbreak of the War of 1812.

e OnJunel, 1812, he sent a message to Congress
detailing American grievances against Britain, including the
impressment of American sailors, interference with U.S. trade,
and restrictive maritime policies during the Napoleonic Wars.

e Congress approved the declaration of war, and Madison
signed it on June 18, 1812, formally initiating the conflict.

2. Paul McCartney and The Beatles

e Sir Paul McCartney, born on June 18, 1942, in Liverpool,
England, is one of the most influential musicians in modern

e He achieved worldwide fame as a founding member of The Beatles, serving as bassist,
vocalist, and songwriter alongside John Lennon.
e The Beatles transformed popular music through innovative songwriting and recording

techniques.

e Following the band's breakup in 1970, McCartney enjoyed successful careers with Wings and

as a solo artist.

3. SALT Il Treaty

e The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT Il) Treaty was signed on June 18, 1979, by U.S.
President Jimmy Carter and Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev in Vienna.

e The agreement aimed to curb the production and deployment of strategic nuclear weapons by
the two Cold War superpowers.

e Although the U.S. The Senate never formally ratified the treaty following the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, both countries largely adhered to its provisions for several years.

e SALT Il represented a major effort toward nuclear arms control and strategic stability.

4. Charles de Gaulle’s Appeal from London

e Answer: Charles de Gaulle

e OnJune 18, 1940, French General Charles de Gaulle delivered his historic “Appeal of 18
June” from London after France's defeat by Nazi Germany.

e Broadcast through the BBC, he urged French citizens, soldiers, and officials to continue
resisting German occupation rather than accept surrender.

e The speech became a symbol of French resistance during World War Il and laid the
foundation for the Free French movement.

e De Gaulle later emerged as one of France’s most influential leaders and served as President

of the French Republic.

5. George Mallory and Mount Everest

e British explorer and mountaineer George Mallory, born on June 18, 1886, is remembered for
his pioneering attempts to climb Mount Everest.

e During the 1924 British Everest Expedition, Mallory and fellow climber Andrew Irvine
disappeared near the summit.

e Their fate remained one of mountaineering's greatest mysteries for decades. Mallory’s body
was discovered in 1999, but it remains uncertain whether he reached the summit before his

death.

e His famous response to why he wanted to climb Everest—“Because it is there”—has

become legendary.
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6. Susan B. Anthony and Voting Rights

e Susan B. Anthony was a leading American suffragist and advocate for women’s rights.

e Inthe 1872 U.S. presidential election, she voted despite laws prohibiting women from doing
so.

e She was subsequently arrested, tried, and fined $100.

e Anthony refused to pay the fine, arguing that she had exercised her constitutional rights as a
citizen.

e Her act of civil disobedience became a landmark event in the women'’s suffrage movement.
Decades later, the Nineteenth Amendment granted American women the right to vote in
1920.

GS Paper 1: Society 19 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19J6 | Silent scream that lingers: Boong’s quiet reckoning with patriarchal injustice

oS AT qF et Aler @ ‘@ FT AJaareas 3T F WY AT AT

+

Silent scream that lingers: Boong’s quiet
reckoning with patriarchal injustice

Beyond the engaging drama of a boy’s longing for his long-missing father, the film touches upon the complex gender dynamics of Manipuri society;

it also compels viewers to pause and reflect on the deeply embedded patriarchal structures, urging much-needed social introspection

Pradip Phanjoubam

he Manipuri movie Boong
written and directed by
Laxmipriya Devi and

co-produced by Farhan Akhtar,
was understandably celebrated in
Manipur for its cinematic brilliance, and
for the pride it brought the place, after all
it was first Indian film to win a prestigious
BAFTA award, the British equivalent of
the Oscar, in the children’s film category
in 2026. I watched it with my family on
the third day of its theatrical release in
Imphal.

Beyond the engaging drama of a boy’s
longing for his long-missing father, and
the intimate glimpses his search offers
into the complex and emotionally fragile
inter-community relationships in
multi-ethnic Manipur, the film also struck
a deeper, raw nerve among the Manipuri
audience.

As the show ended and lights flooded
back into the theatre, there was a
palpable sense of catharsis — the kind that
good performing arts leave behind. Yet,
some women remained seated, quietly
wiping off tears, taking a few extra
moments to regain composure before
rising to join the rest of the audience.

Manipur’s gender equation reality is
complex. At one level, women have
historically been at the forefront of many
social, economic and political upheavals.
Across both the hills and the valley,
exclusive women-run markets thrive, and
in the agrarian economy, men and
women function as equal partners. The
fact that the director of Boong is a woman
reflects this sinew of gender
empowerment too.

The Meira Paibi movement amongst
Meiteis, which also manifests under
different nomenclatures amongst hill
communities, is the most prominent alibi
of Manipuri women'’s well-deserved image
as social torchbearers.

During the colonial period, in 1904 and
again in 1939, women rose to protest
against British policies, ultimately forcing
their withdrawal. These uprisings are now
commemorated as Nupi Lan or women’s
war.

The first was against the forced labour
of Manipuri men to rebuild the British
Residency in Imphal, which had been
gutted in an arson attack by disgruntled
elements; the second opposed the
large-scale export of rice from the State to
support the British World War II effort,
which led to severe shortages for local
consumption.

Patriarchy persists

Despite this, there are strongly
entrenched gender oppressive patriarchal
norms which have persisted. This is
especially true among Meiteis, who
continue to carry the albatrosses of a
feudal past. Polygamy is arguably the
most troubling.

The practice persists since it is
normalised, even though not encouraged.
This is particularly common among the
elite section, where keeping mistresses or
even taking more than one wife, is not
uncommon. Many of Manipur’s current
set of Ministers and MLAs would be guilty
of this despicable feudal legacy.

The hurt and humiliation endured by
women who suffer this fate are profound.
Even those who are spared often live with
anxiety over the vulnerability of their

daughters and loved ones. As the practice
has become normalised within society,
this deeply gendered anguish largely
remains invisible.

‘Women often become gatekeepers of
the patriarchal order that oppresses
them, reflecting what Frantz Fanon
characterised as the silent desire of the
oppressed to emulate their oppressors.
Hence, even women vigilantes tend to
overlook men who betray marital fidelity,
accepting it as destiny. However, if a
woman were to make this breach, these
same vigilantes often become the
harshest moral police.

Change, however, may not be too far
away. Although, no study has yet
established a connection, rising cases of
divorce among younger Meiteis may be a
herald of Fanon’s “mailed fist”.

In the spirit that good art is hiding good
art, Boong succeeds in drawing up a
non-dogmatic but piercing portrayal of
this inherent gender injustice. Boong’s
father, Joykumar-a carpenter and timber
trader played by Hamom Sadananda —
works along the India-Myanmar border, in
the town of Moreh and the neighbouring
township of Tamu in Myanmar.

At some point, the family loses contact
with him and for a prolonged period.
Many presume he is dead or has joined
the insurgents, but the family refuses to
give up. Boong, or Brojendro, played by
Gugun Kipgen, yearns to find his father
and bring the good news to his mother
Mandakini, played by Bala Hijam.

On one occasion the boy dupes his
mother that his school was organising a
2-day school excursion to Ukhrul district
and would like to be part of the tour. He
then slips away to make a trip to Moreh

instead. His bosom friend, a Manipuri
Marwari, Raju Agarwal, played by Angom
Sanamatum, follows him there out of
concern. The families of the boys learn of
the trip but too late. The two boys™
adventure is thrilling. Boong traces his
father in Tamu, but to his horror,
discovers that he has remarried and has a
daughter.

The final scene is powerful. Boong
finds his mother, on crutches after a
scooter accident, waiting for him at their
courtyard. Both know the truth — and
both know that the other knows. The boy
tells his mother bluntly “Baba is dead”.
The camera then closes in on her. She
pauses a while before asking in
resignation, “Is he doing well?” Boong
replies, “Yes” and hugs her.

Bala’s breathing deepens; her face
reddens, and her eyes well up. She is
forced to confront what she had long
suspected but tried not to believe. Not a
word is spoken, yet her tearing pain,
numbing humiliation, and seething anger
surface — along with a quiet resolve to
remain standing for the sake of her son.

For those sensitive enough to hear it,
her silent, agonised scream is deafening.
For many others who have endured this
betrayal themselves, or have witnessed
loved ones suffer it, Bala’s silent scream
becomes their own.

Powerful as this portrayal of an
invisible oppressive order is, life may well
settle back into its old, abnormal normal.
Yet, for many, Bala’s silent scream affirms
that Boong is, at its heart, a desperate
appeal for social introspection.

Pradip Phanjoubam is Editor, Imphal
Review of Arts and Politics, and the author
of two books.

19J6. Silent scream that lingers: Boong’s quiet reckoning with patriarchal

njustice

o FAT dF Aoret Al A I FT AGHEAHT AT F WY A HeAAYA

e The Manipuri movie Boong written and directed by Laxmipriya Devi and co-produced by
Farhan Akhtar, was understandably celebrated in Manipur for its cinematic brilliance, and for
the pride it brought the place, after all it was the first Indian film to win a prestigious BAFTA
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Award, the British equivalent of the Oscar, in the Children’s Film Category in 2026.
AT et 931, Toraent oiaet 3R fodereT ereafifdr et o fema crar foraenT #g-foiToT wgrer

IEAT A T, 319 Seopse AT TE i AR ATOIGY Y IRaTiedd e dTell STCATSE & HROT
TarsTideh &9 ¥ AT A a1 & T TET TS| Tg T 2026 # a1t bear Aoft 7 gfdSod
fafeer safer va qraeie wam e TR ATed de arell ggel R s el

| watched it with my family on the third day of its theatrical release in Imphal.
HY ST SFBIT H 3Th UGl o R feed 3197 IRAR & T ¢&@T|

Beyond the engaging drama of a boy’s longing for his long-missing father, and the
intimate glimpses his search offers into the complex and emotionally fragile inter-community
relationships in multi-ethnic Manipur, the film also struck a deeper, raw nerve among the
Manipuri audience.

379 ol AT A o197l & il Ueh STefeh shT Aol WWW%&TH&T@-&W
AR & SAfeer 3R HaAcrms T § HaewTeier FeR-AeAs daul I srefhal @ W, 38
fohea 3 ATOTYLT et T $Ta=T137T T TS & T Foham|

As the show ended and lights flooded back into the theatre, there was a palpable sense of
catharsis — the kind that good performing arts leave behind.

el HATCA Blet 3R FHIIR F Teh1el Ge7: thofel & 9G5! HIAATcHT YGTH TF AeAA T
TISe Jefeffel oY, ST FeTd e Fedle el Blg S ¢ |

Yet, some women remained seated, quietly wiping off tears, taking a few extra moments to
regain composure before rising to join the rest of the audience.

Y & o AT 37ofr ATl & 31T TSt §U AT HAAT3 T TIT e & v o rfaRera
THI e F8 T 3R 38 918 & 37 G & {1 a1 Aehel|

Manipur’s gender equation reality is complex.

AT 7 A waut i aeafsar sed 8

At one level, women have historically been at the forefront of many social, economic and
political upheavals.

Teh TR R Afgen? Aaerias §9 & 3t qrnfore, i 3 terefifas smelast & sraremr &
WEel

Across both the hills and the valley, exclusive women-run markets thrive, and in the
agrarian economy, men and women function as equal partners.

Taerr 3R aréY gt Tl F quie: Al garT Ffad aI9R G5 @ § 3R $TY smfa
IFFSITEAT H JIY AT AfGT FALT HIMNGR & F 7 1 81

The fact that the director of Boong is a woman reflects this sinew of gender empowerment
too

I 2T o [ hr A0 Teh Afgon &, Afem wufFasor 1 g6 werera o & wfafsfad
FAT R
The Meira Paibi movement amongst Meiteis, which also manifests under different

nomenclatures amongst hill communities, is the most prominent alibi of Manipuri women'’s
well-deserved image as social torchbearers.

At FHETT o ST TTolel aTell AT Yalt rvelare, S qdchd qeerat & fafdies =t & off
faez@re &, Al Afgemsit H arEnfw gaveds & &7 & i gidser w1 @@ w7qg

3ETEROT 7

During the colonial period, in 1904 and again in 1939, women rose to protest against British
policies, ultimately forcing their withdrawal.

itaferaflre Frer & 1904 3R Yo1: 1939 F Afgen3it o ffeer Aot & fawey samaw favre vyeeda
fort, foraes aRumaAEawT fafeer gemds &I 3mve Aot & 9 gea usrl

These uprisings are now commemorated as Nupi Lan or Women’s War.

ST JATeTelatl T TS TdY AT 37T ATl IS & T & TH0T fohar ST |
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The first was against the forced labour of Manipuri men to rebuild the British Residency in
Imphal, which had been gutted in an arson attack by disgruntled elements.

Tl JHieTelel AT Jou & qeqdsh SH I $Fhre [oud fafeer WSswh & gafeaior &
fareedr T, fSI 3rse dcdl SarT fohT aTT TSI gel & a7se e fem Iram |

The second opposed the large-scale export of rice from the State to support the British
World War Il effort, which led to severe shortages for local consumption.

GO Hialele Usd § a3 YA R araer & fordia & faweer a1, ot fafeer gfacha freageyr syt
o G & TR ST 38T AT 3IR TS deh ShROT AT 3UHT o foIT 18R WiehleeT Hehe Scdeat
g I |

Patriarchy persists

e s s aehigs &

Despite this, there are strongly entrenched gender-oppressive patriarchal norms which
have persisted.

meﬁmmm&mﬂm‘wg%aﬂ?maﬁaﬁ?
gl

This is especially true among Meiteis, who continue to carry the albatrosses of a feudal past.
7% AT T G Agel FoEr 7 RS & &, S 3197 37 e A et & S A A W@
Polygamy is arguably the most troubling.

qgfaaTE T T 31 FRidTetere T2 &

The practice persists since it is normalised, even though not encouraged.

TE TUT SHTAIT ToAY £ & FlTeh S8 ARAISNS § H A AL {31 727 &, 87 & 3 Aeanied
7 forar Srar &Nl

This is particularly common among the elite section, where keeping mistresses or even
taking more than one wife, is not uncommon.

g AV &9 F ARG g9 A 3170 yaford §, ST 39T IW=T 7 Tah § 31T Taamg aiar

HATHL gl HIAT ST
Many of Manipur’s current set of Ministers and MLAs would be guilty of this despicable
feudal legacy.

ATUIYR & 3Heleh oAl 3t AR e 56 fieeig awd fama & e A 57 #@ehd g
The hurt and humiliation endured by women who suffer this fate are profound.
50 T T FTHAT et aTell A3 SIRT HET ST aTell §:& I IHIATT el I BIelT &

Even those who are spared often live with anxiety over the vulnerability of their daughters and
loved ones.

g ST o Fiefal arell ATy 8 39T et 3R TOreTait hr 3gRAT &l ofeht AT i & Wit
gl

As the practice has become normalised within society, this deeply gendered anguish largely
remains invisible.

ik TE TAUT TFATS & FAAR &1 bl &, SHIT Tg Il ATareh GIsT TI: 372y el il 1

Women often become gatekeepers of the patriarchal order that oppresses them, reflecting
what Frantz Fanon characterised as the silent desire of the oppressed to emulate their
oppressors.

AT 3teh IR 38T RAaAcHS SqaTUT Y HIETH e Sl o il SeTehl GHeT el ©, i BieH
Tl ST afoTd 38 TG ol &R & FSraet Scdifse oiaT 31er Scigeht shr HefehioT Flel oTd

gl

Hence, even women vigilantes tend to overlook men who betray marital fidelity, accepting it
as destiny.
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ST HROT ARFAT Tg WoAE o Jafeeh FISaT 37T Sty aTer JHNT T I JeTer ¥ 4t & AR 5
foafa &= o 8

However, if a woman were to make this breach, these same vigilantes often become the
harshest moral police.

fore] afe 1S Afgem TaT R, A TET WoIE I FoR Ao wedt a1 STl B
Change, however, may not be too far away.
gTelit TREcH 31 95 g 18! e gl

Although, no study has yet established a connection, rising cases of divorce among
younger Meiteis may be a herald of Fanon’s “mailed fist”.

e 378t e Tohell 3TETeT o TegeT Heler TUTAC =161 foha &, T ofY Zar Agelt woerr 7 s
AT F ATHA thelel hT “ag Y L ST TATHAT & Heheleh &1 Thol 2

In the spirit that good art is hiding good art, Boong succeeds in drawing up a non-dogmatic
but piercing portrayal of this inherent gender injustice.

Wwﬁﬂwwwwﬁyégsﬁmﬁﬁammwﬂ?—memﬁﬁ
37 AfAS AT T et & B BIeil ¢

Boong’s father, Joykumar — a carpenter and timber trader played by Hamom Sadananda
— works along the India-Myanmar border, in the town of Moreh and the neighbouring
township of Tamu in Myanmar.

ST o T SATIFAR, TeThT 81{HhT FTHIT WeTeig = [F81S &, T 963 3R Tehst camany & o
HRA-FIAR AT 9T AT AR TUT FIAR & TSR IR iy & i il & |

At some point, the family loses contact with him and for a prolonged period.

Teh A VAT AT § 519 TRAR M 398 ofel HHAY Teh H9eh € AT 5|

Many presume he is dead or has joined the insurgents, but the family refuses to give up.
g & T AT A § o a5 AT T & AT Taaley gt 7 2miFer & 70 E, foheg TRAI 31mem 7t
EIEGH

Boong, or Brojendro, played by Gugun Kipgen, yearns to find his father and bring the good
news to his mother Mandakini, played by Bala Hijam.

Ei‘:JTHQJE!Ta’IG]E’r,mﬂﬁwwmﬁmﬁ,mﬁﬁmaﬁww*&%%ﬁ#aﬂmu
Mﬁﬁmﬁﬁhaa:%:ﬂmm%,%m@m@wmmﬁﬁr%%l

On one occasion the boy dupes his mother that his school was organising a two-day
excursion to Ukhrul district and would like to be part of the tour.

T HTHT T I 9o Al & Hgdl § 1oh 30 [deATed GaRT 3@ foret 7 af fegdia dariors
AT IS T 7 T § 3R T8 3T 19T AT Tgar g

He then slips away to make a trip to Moreh instead.

fohe] 98 T T & ARE T I R fFehed AT |

His bosom friend, a Manipuri Marwari, Raju Agarwal, played by Angom Sanamatum,
follows him there out of concern.

35T Eferss A, veh ATOrgH ARETS ISy 3rarare, fSreeht s{faehT 3ieMer Famrq = =S €,
AT & FROT 3% N> agl a5 ST S

The families of the boys learn of the trip but too late.

oT5h! & TRART T $H AT AT AABRY AT &, AfeheT T Toh TgT X &1 TN BIell ¢

The two boys’ adventure is thrilling.

Il TIShl T HTTeh TR 3cdd JATTH g

Boong traces his father in Tamu, but to his horror, discovers that he has remarried and has a
daughter.

AT A 3 37T AT BT @ISt ofelT &, fofo] I6 STeTaht TcTetl T§ AT § 1o ool Jot(daTe e ford
& 3R o7kt T AT SN B
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e Thefinal scene is powerful.
T GF T Feraemel g

e Boong finds his mother, on crutches after a scooter accident, waiting for him at their
courtyard.

ST 379 A T, ST The GEeT & S1g SHTEAT 3 TER el T8Il 8, EX o JATareT 7 SHehT
HATET Y U AT & |

e Both know the truth — and both know that the other knows.
AT T ST § — 3R At 7 3 STTa € 3 g o wew & aRfaa &

e The boy tells his mother bluntly, “Baba is dead.”
STefeh 39a1T AT & TS AT A el §, “qTET 7Y TH g 1”

e The camera then closes in on her.
S d1¢ HHAT AT & UgY W hied & ST gl

e She pauses a while before asking in resignation, “Is he doing well?”
TE FO &T0T TehehX AT TPt & T YOl 8, “FIT 7§ S ¢ 2”

e Boong replies, “Yes,” and hugs her.

e Bala’s breathing deepens; her face reddens, and her eyes well up.
ST hT T ITE T SATci &, T Slel U3 STTelm ¢ 3R 311 313t & s 35 81

e She is forced to confront what she had long suspected but tried not to believe.
3¢ 39 T T HHAT AT IS &, TSI 3¢ e THI A Teg 1, o] oA TliehRel & ag
CERIRE RN

e Not a word is spoken, yet her pain, humiliation, anger and resilience surface.
T HT 2reg; Ster [9eAT 3eTeT &6, 39T, HIE 30 84 Tose T F 1o 3T AT B

e She remains standing for the sake of her son.
dE 3191 I & ToIT gg Falt @l 8l

e For those sensitive enough to hear it, her silent, agonised scream is deafening.

S ST 3H FHST UTet T FAGAMNATT TG &, 3oToh o0 3HPT Fier 31 denrlt D 3rc7a g
ERICEICIES

e For many others who have endured this betrayal themselves, or have witnessed loved ones
suffer it, Bala’s silent scream becomes their own.

Y ST T 5 fIRATHET Y el Teoh © AT 39 AT STeAl 1 50 NS 81 oW Ioh §, 37 ferw
arerT Y AT NG I 37961 DG g7 AT B

o Powerful as this portrayal of an invisible oppressive order is, life may well settle back into its
old, abnormal normal.

eI g 3162 CHASRY SHAEYT &I Ichcl FATARMeN FIF0T g, T 8 Siteret HeraeT: Ga: 3ot
RIAT IATHAT FHAIA H elie S|

e Yet, for many, Bala’s silent scream affirms that Boong is, at its heart, a desperate appeal
for social introspection.

T 81 31e1eh ofiatt & forw arer i Aty S g Tl el & 1o o7 Fel: Ao sncrsaye
F T fr 378 v A1fd 3T I8 3N &
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Telegram challenge once again puts spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act
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Telegram challenge once again puts
spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act

NEWS ANALYSIS

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNALI

The Centre’s move to block
Telegram has once again
drawn attention to Section
69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, a
provision that gives the go-
vernment the power to di-
rect intermediaries to
block access to online in-
formation under specified
circumstances.

The temporary ban on
the platform, which was in-
itially misused for the med-
ical entrance examination
paper leak and misinfor-
mation campaigns, was
aimed at curbing another
paper leak during the
NEET-UG retest. Telegram
has approached the Delhi
High Court challenging the
ban, which is set to last till
June 22, and the judgment
has been reserved.

Section 69A of the IT Act

Telegram has approached the
Delhi HC challenging the ban,
which is set to last till June 22.

authorises the Union go-
vernment to block public
access to any information
via any computer re-
source, including applica-
tions and websites, if it is
satisfied that such blocking
is necessary “in the inter-
est of India’s sovereignty
and integrity, defence of
India, security of the state,
friendly relations with fo-
reign states, public order,
or for preventing incite-
ment to the commission of

any cognizable offence”.

But the restriction may
interfere with Article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution,
which protects freedom of
speech and expression.
Therefore, the orders un-
der Section 69A must be is-
sued with the procedural
safeguards established by
the Information Technolo-
gy (Procedure and Safe-
guards for Blocking Access
to Information by the Pu-
blic) Rules, 2009.

In Anuradha Bhasin v
Union of India, the Su-
preme Court examined the
validity of the indefinite
blanket ban on internet
services in the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and the court held
that freedom of speech and
expression, as well as free-
dom to practice any profes-
sion or carry on any trade,
business, or occupation ov-
er the internet, are protect-
ed by Articles 19(1)(a) and
19(1)(g). The court also con-
cluded that orders restrict-
ing internet access must

meet the proportionality
test: they must be re-
quired, use the least res-
trictive measures available,
and be open to judicial
review.

Article 19(1)(g) provides
the right to practice any
profession or to engage in
any occupation, trade, or
business. A ban on a plat-
form that has about 150
million users in India will
disrupt many creators,
educators, and entrepre-
neurs running broadcast
groups, and prevent them
from maintaining commu-
nication with their sub-
scribers. It thus limits one’s
ability to earn a living.

Section 79 of the IT Act
also establishes intermedi-
ary safe harbour provision,
which means platforms are
not liable for third-party
content if they exercise
due diligence, follow the
Information Technology
Rules, 2021, and act quick-
ly upon receiving know-
ledge of illegal content.

19J6. Telegram challenge once again puts spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act

Eeltarmer Y FfReT & var IR B Faer sieaifady srfafaaes i arr 69A #r w49t & &g

# o fear g

e The Centre’s move to block Telegram has once again drawn attention to Section 69A of

the Information Technology Act, 2000, a provision that gives the government the power to

direct intermediaries to block access to online information under specified circumstances.
¥g THR G@RT ST 9X T J9e & Feet o Ueh IR O Faa sigafarhr srfafaas,
2000 Y &RT 69T T 3R €A1 IR fHAT &1 T§ Teh T I1aent § St TR &l iR

qﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬂmwﬁﬁammwﬁéﬂaﬁaﬁ%mw

FLATE

e Section 69A of the Information Technology Act authorises the Union government to

block public access to any information via any computer resource, including applications and
websites, if it is satisfied that such blocking is necessary in the interest of India’s sovereignty

and integrity, defence of India, security of the state, friendly relations with foreign
states, public order, or for preventing incitement to the commission of any cognizable

offence.
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T Siefrhy srftrfersr it amr 69T F5 WFHR I I AR T & o ag g 3K
JeETSE! AR et o FIToThIy T & HIIH A IS AT cIeh HIdolfeieh Tg b
3TA%CE T el &, TS 3 Tg Tl g1 o TAT il AR Y WHSAT 3R @S, SR Y T,
o o aT, faeeh w2t & arer Afiqot wayr, dte sqawt et R W s o fow
3HAA H Aot & o 3 AT+ ¢

e But the restriction may interfere with Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, which protects
freedom of speech and expression.

Tehe] T gfciarer SfAeTer & eTed 19(1)(F) & TohT Hehell €, ST a1 UF feafaa FT Fac=ar
&7 I8 HAT R

o Therefore, the orders under Section 69A must be issued with the procedural safeguards
established by the Information Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking
Access to Information by the Public) Rules, 2009.

ST URT 69T & AT STRY IR T FT HeZNARY (SToTelT GTRT FIAT eh TET Haeey
F 1 9T va et 3ur) fAge, 2009 ﬁﬁa‘rﬁammgimwrcﬁwwmgc
SR foRar ST TR w|

¢ |In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India, the Supreme Court examined the validity of the
indefinite blanket ban on internet services in the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir.

T ST TATH R T HAH H ITTAH AT o Gaacit 5 3R FHAR T3 & Seteie
13T TR ST T A ReTehTeNe cardeh Gfciaer Sy derdr v Faher S o

e The court held that freedom of speech and expression, as well as freedom to practice any
profession or carry on any trade, business, or occupation over the internet, are protected by
Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).

AT A gl fo aTe va IrfReafFd Y Fadadr 9UT $c¥aAe & ATTH  fordl sgad, SR,
Y T USTATR Y ATl it hT Eeci=ell, IeTede 19(1)(F) IR 3reTeda 19(1) () garT wfard
gl

e The court also concluded that orders restricting internet access must meet the
proportionality test; they must be required, use the least restrictive measures available,
and be open to judicial review.

FAATeT I 3 FIC R o6 Setoie Tga @1 IfAafad X el MGRIT Pt ATeqanfeader Tfaror
R T 3T AT, d 3G g, ST 7T FiatiTeats SUTAT &l 3TN Y T #a1fAF
wete & forw ge 8|

e Article 19(1)(g) provides the right to practice any profession or to engage in any occupation,
trade, or business.

FHTDG 19(1)(3T) Tcdeh ke i TeRer 3T T T UTeleT et 37T Fohell SqaETE, SATIR A7
AT & TelaeT @1 T AR TeTeT T &

e Section 79 of the Information Technology Act also establishes the intermediary safe
harbour provision, which means platforms are not liable for third-party content if they
exercise due diligence, follow the Information Technology Rules, 2021, and act quickly
upon receiving knowledge of illegal content.

o= SleA A srftrforaer v amr 79 & wreaey GRiara Amsr yraure off [Afgd 81 s8 37aR
Ife #e 3R Fadar sidd §, g Sy e, 2021 &1 e S § auT 3aY aet Hr
ST fAeret oR Qe aTS X 8, AT 36 et gaT |t & forw aerl At sgern sirwer|
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T el fhaTal & forT 218,880 FZ AR FI3T|

19J6 | Assam NHM confirms seven Japanese encephalitis deaths

IH T T fAAT (TATETH) A ST CeABTSied & Al Alal $r give |

19J6 | PM to hand over ¥2,400-cr. incentives to employees

TTHAT FHERAT FY 2,400 FU3 T cHTET TR YT Hia|

19J6 | NFHS-6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges

TATHUATH-6 Gror Faeh Jotfaat & der gorfar #r qafar @

19J6 | What is Kerala’s risk profile for Nipah?

foraTe & Host F Hve FY NTRA-NBIET 74T 2

PM to release 18,880 crore

for farmers tomorrow

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the
23rd instalment of the PM-KISAN scheme on
Saturday from Tarakeswar, West Bengal. Over
9.44 crore eligible farmers will receive 32,000
each, and ¥18,880 crore will be transferred
directly into beneficiary accounts. “Over 2.18
crore women farmers will receive the benefit,”
the Union Agriculture Ministry said in a release.
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh

» statement that in
PM to hand .35 lakh farmers will

over 32,400-Cr. di will also launch the

. . 1 Yojana/Restructured
mcentives tO  ance Scheme.
employees

fernment Scheme ey
NEW DELHI

nfirms seven

Prime Minister Narendra 1t
Modi will disburse 2,400 }halltls deaths

crore worth incentives un- ¢ Japanese encephalitis
der the Pradhan Mantri »ginning of the year,
Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana g .j1e encephalitis
(PM-VBRY) here on Friday. o 17 the State unit of
vmion Labour ' Minister ,,, (i) said in a

ansukh Mandaviya told ;. 62% of all JE
presspersons _ here "} have been in Assam.
Thursday that 15 lakh be-, " o hreaks usualk
neficiaries will receive the ** o y
incentive as Direct Benefit Yctober, peaking in July
Transfer (DBT). he two distinct

He added that Mr. Modi 1angeable, Assam NHM
will interact with a few Sarma clarified that JE
first-time employees and *phalitis syndrome
employers benefiting un- es are of JE.
der PM-VBRY. The total
outlay for the scheme is
¥99,446 crore, and is tar- °
geted to create 3.5 crore
jobs in two years. He said
first-time employees will
get benefits worth %15,000
and employers will receive
up to 33,000 per month
per new employee. The
scheme is to boost employ-
ment in the manufacturing
sector, he said.

Address
Email Id

19J6. PM to release ¥18,880 crore for farmers
tomorrow

TUTTHAT Tl fFaTET F forw 218,880 F3 ST HaT|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 23rd
instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme
on Saturday from Tarakeswar, West Bengal.

THUTAHAT 73 A ATATR ) GRTH TTel & IRFET T THHAHAT
fraTer gFae A Qe r 2341 frea Sl w3

e Over 9.44 crore eligible farmers will receive ¥2,000 each,
and 18,880 crore will be transferred directly into beneficiary
accounts.

3 3T W 9.44 FU3 ¥ 3110 g fFamEt w1 g« & @rd & 2,000
T STl TohT SITUAT AT el 18,880 FI13 T Y amenfda} & %
Tl H TUHAGRA fohT Saen|

e Mr. Modi will also launch the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima

Yojana and the Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance
Scheme.

FTAHA FUTAHA Bl AT AT 727 Geat i wbtwar smenfa wwer
AT AT o o7 QNS HYT |

19J6. Assam NHM confirms seven Japanese
encephalitis deaths

A TS FAeey AL (TAuaes) o STarer
TR ATsTeR ¥ T Aidl A gfve |

e Seven people have died of Japanese Encephalitis (JE) in
Assam since the beginning of the year, while 32 others have died
of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) as of June 17, according
to a statement issued by the State unit of the National Health
Mission (NHM) on Thursday.

WA T qY Y Y3 W 379 eh SATITA ARFTSH Fa & HROT /T
et & 7o 81 bt &, STafeh 17 ST ok ol Afeasaety Righr &
T 32 3 SN Y 7 & & Tg SATThI IR T IS
TR AT Y U FH1$ GaRT SIRY Teh GeFcled H &1 TS|

Almost 62% of all Japanese Encephalitis deaths in India since 2018 have
been reported from Assam, according to national data.
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TSE 3HTehgl & TAR, a¥ 2018 & ST W HRA H ST AIFTsH SaT & glat arell Foel 7 HT
A 62 Fhererd TReam 3rwer 7 gof foham AT 8|

Outbreaks usually occur between May and October, with the peak period being July and
August.

S8 AT o YehlT AT : F$ W HFCaT h el W ST 8, STeieh T allTersh Famra s 3R
rET A QT &

Noting that the two distinct conditions are not interchangeable, Assam NHM Executive
Director Abhijit Sarma clarified that Japanese Encephalitis is one cause of Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome, but not all AES cases are caused by JE.

ST Qleil 3TeTT-37e1T FRAThedT JAEATHT T Teh-GER T YATT & Hlelel I ITARIehT W el ot
BV A TG Fareey fAere & wriwrlY g iffshir et o Tsc S o Sirare Afeass
sa¥, g AfFasHy RPN & SROT A § U &, Toheq ot affasweiry RighT & @t e
ST AfEASH TR & FHROT AL 81 &

19J6. PM to hand over ¥2,400-cr. incentives to employees

THTTHAT FAATRAT DY 2,400 FUS Y WIcHTET T TSI F8T]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will disburse ¥2,400 crore worth incentives under the
Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY) on Friday.

TUTAHA i AIGY YFHAR T FUTAHAT fA A R ASTAR AVSTAT & HAT 2,400 FU3 TG Y
HicaTge TRy TR et

The total outlay for the scheme is ¥99,446 crore, and it is targeted to create 3.5 crore jobs
in two years.

S8 NIl &1 Fel TREAT 99,446 FUT TN § TUT SHeAT & &1 a8t 7 3.5 FU3 VIR Iaw:y
T Fotel AT 5

Employers will receive up to ¥3,000 per month per new employee.

a3t F TAF AT FATRY & T gfa#ATE 3,000 F9F d& T FIIAT AT Tl I SUai|

The scheme is intended to boost employment in the manufacturing sector.

3 ATl F1 3652 RAfAHAIT 87 #F TR Foiet &1 Jgrar S gl
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NFHS-6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges

he recently released National Family
Health Survey (NFHS)-6 report
presents a mixed progress card for
India, offering reasons to cheer while
also sending clear signals to pause and reflect. On
the bright side, stunting levels (for children under
five), which indicate long periods of sub-optimal
food intake with other deprivations, have
declined from 35.5% to 29.3%. Though a modest
decline, any gain is welcome given the
complexity of the task that involves strengthening
women’s access to knowledge and resources,
improved water and sanitation, and ensuring
access to healthy affordable diets. Wasting levels
that indicate whether children have adequate
weight for their height, show no change, except
for severe forms of wasting. The pattern across
indicators makes one thing clear: gains in child
nutrition are due to better health-care access,
immunisation coverage, maternal education and
improvements in housing, water and sanitation,
while feeding practices and access to quality diets
remain weak and continue to limit progress.

Institutional births have reached 90%, with
public health facilities accounting for 58% of
births; 91% of deliveries were attended by skilled
medical personnel and 95% of mothers were
visited at least once by health personnel during
the antenatal period.

Equally gratifying is vaccination coverage for
children — 87% of children between 12 and 23
months of age are now fully vaccinated. Since
private facilities account for only about 3% of
vaccinations, the high coverage reflects the strong
outreach efforts of frontline workers — Accredited
Social Health Activists (ASHA), Anganwadi
workers (AWW), and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives
(ANM). These national averages hide regional
disparities, but access to health services has
improved across States.

Poor feeding practices

Despite the high rate of institutional births, only
about 50% of newborns are breastfed within the
first hour of life, indicating that the health system
must intensify efforts to support early initiation of
breastfeeding. About 60% of children between
the ages of six to eight months, receive
solid/semi-solid food, while only 15% between six
to 23 months receive an adequate diet. Improving
the timely initiation of complementary feeding
and ensuring that all children receive an adequate
diet are key to reducing undernutrition. In India,
complementary feeding is closely linked to the
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Better health
care alone
cannot
overcome
India’s nutrition
challenges

annaprasana ritual, typically performed between
six and 12 months — any delay will result in
growth faltering.

A growing and under-explored determinant of
child nutrition in India is maternal time poverty.
‘Women perform multiple roles within and
outside the home. NFHS-6 reports that about 30%
of women engaged in paid work during the past
12 months, but this significantly underestimates
their overall work burden. A large proportion of
women in informal economies engage in unpaid
family labour, in farming/fisheries, livestock care,
and domestic chores. There are no clear
estimates of the percentage of young mothers
with children between six-23 months who are in
the work force and there is very little
documentation on how women manage child
feeding with their other work roles. In many rural
areas, in the absence of créches, women leave
their infants and young children with older family
members or the child’s older sibling (usually a
girl), impacting both breastfeeding and
complementary feeding, when they are out in the
fields.

The processed food trap

Recent consumer expenditure survey results
show that households are spending less on
cereals and more on dairy, processed foods and
beverages, with the latter two forming a large
part of the expenditure. This creates an
impression of diversity which is not the same as
nutritional adequacy. A nutritionally adequate
diet would have to follow the ICMR-National
Institute of Nutrition (NIN) food-based dietary
guidelines. Unfortunately, for a sizeable section of
the population, a nutritious diet consisting of
pulses, millets, fruits and vegetables, animal
foods and nuts is unaffordable. Processed foods,
in contrast, are easily available, ready to eat and
packaged in affordable packs.

The first 1,000 days — from pregnancy to a
child’s second birthday — form the most critical
window for healthy physical and cognitive
development (most brain growth occurs in the
first five years). We need disaggregated data for
the 0-2 age group, currently unavailable, as
stunting typically peaks during the second year of
life and growth faltering often begins much
earlier. The Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme
for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan
programme currently focuses on identification
and rehabilitation of severely malnourished
children. Prevention of growth faltering must

receive greater priority. Early identification of
stagnation in weight or length, with timely
counselling and support to mothers, is central to
prevention.

Empowering frontline nutrition workers
Monthly anthropometric data for young children
is collected by AWWs. Strengthening their skills in
data collection would improve data quality. The
huge volume of collected data should be analysed
locally and feedback provided to the ASHAs and
AWWs for timely action.

For this task, recruitment of a nutritionist and
a data analyst at the district level is needed.
Where possible, digital tools can be used to
supplement in person counselling, by providing
both workers and mothers practical information
on how, when and what to feed young children at
different ages, based on locally available healthy
foods.

Behaviour change communication efforts
should be culturally grounded, integrating
practices such as annaprasana to reinforce timely
and appropriate complementary feeding. Joint
capacity building of AWWSs, ASHAs, and ANMs in
assessing feeding practices and advising families
with effective communication materials on
improving diets using locally available, affordable
foods would enhance the quality of counselling
and reduce the risk of undernutrition.

Multisectoral convergence is critical to
addressing child malnutrition, yet it remains
weak. Child nutrition should be a standing
agenda item in Gram Sabha and Panchayat
discussions. Local planning must prioritise
improvements in Anganwadi infrastructure, safe
drinking water, and sanitation facilities, as these
foundational services directly influence child
growth and health.

Engaging men in childcare, promoting shared
domestic responsibilities, and strengthening
support to mothers can significantly enhance
feeding and caregiving behaviours. Many
non-governmental organisations in India have
developed créche models that combine childcare,
nutrition and early learning, and can be run by
trained local women. From a gender perspective,
créches are not only child development
interventions; they are social infrastructure that
enables women’s economic participation and
reduces unpaid care burdens. With coordinated
action across sectors and communities,
meaningful and sustained progress in child
nutrition is entirely achievable.

19J6. NFHS-6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges
TATHTETH-6 yor Haeh gAtfaat & fiw gerfa w qutar @

e Institutional births have reached 90%, with public health facilities accounting for 58% of
births; 91% of deliveries were attended by skilled medical personnel and 95% of mothers
were visited at least once by health personnel during the antenatal period.

HEATITE FHG T T 90% ek TE o IATE, FSIeT#T & 58% T Aldsifoteh T HEATHA # §T;
91%1;[143famwwwmaﬁrmﬁmguamgs%mﬁﬁmﬁawé&mam
J-hH Teh I TITELYHHAT o T fohaT|

e Equally gratifying is vaccination coverage for children — 87% of children between 12 and
23 months of age are now fully vaccinated.

SET Jeh el ohT EXRTHTOT Fravst 8l HcllooTateh & — 12 / 23 ATE 3 F91 & 87% sedd 37

& 8 &l 2

e Since private facilities account for only about 3% of vaccinations, the high coverage reflects
the strong outreach efforts of frontline workers — Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHA), Anganwadi Workers (AWW), and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM).

Hfeh TVl HEATAT T TITCTeT helel STaTHaT 3% EhTehIVT ek AT &, SATAT Ig IT hakol
3179 I & HRIGATIT — AT ITed AHATTOIE TR FRIFAT (ASHA), HTTTarst wrRiwdT
(AWW) 3T TgR—Ie a3 a1§ (ANM) — & JHTdT IIT&ET Y g2 &1
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Poor feeding practices

HIToT HER et sgagrR

Despite the high rate of institutional births, only about 50% of newborns are breastfed within
the first hour of life, indicating that the health system must intensify efforts to support early
initiation of breastfeeding.

HEATIT FHET T 3T & o daolg, dhael I 50% Adsilel A T STedl o Tgel T 3 e
TIAYTT AT ST &, AT S ATAT & o Tareey gotmel) &bt i TaTare TRET el & folv 379t
IO 3R ST e gt |

About 60% of children between the ages of six to eight months, receive solid/semi-solid
food, while only 15% between six to 23 months receive an adequate diet.

BF W TS AT Y o oI 60% el hT S 37T 37E-SH JHGR WIecl BIell &, STieh 56 & 23
I 1Y T & harel 15% Feeli T T IER e ATl B

In India, complementary feeding is closely linked to the annaprasana ritual, typically
performed between six and 12 months — any delay will result in growth faltering.

HRT & [T HTER T LRI HeeTqIRIe FEHR & Tfess T A S @lell &, Sl WIAIT: B & 12
AT T 37T o ST Tt TohaT SITCT & — SHe el 8 Tehr bt oy s by gy & 3raiey

3ceo] Y bl

NFHS-6 reports that about 30% of women engaged in paid work during the past 12 months,
but this significantly underestimates their overall work burden.

NFHS-6 & 37T8R, ool 12 AT & aRTeT w8797 30% ATV dcieTsiif st & Heroet of, fohy
TG 3eTeh el HIIHR T AREATdeh JTeholeT el STl |

In many rural areas, in the absence of creches, women leave their infants and young children
with older family members or the child’s older sibling (usually a girl), impacting both
breastfeeding and complementary feeding, when they are out in the fields.

37e1eh FATHIOT &Y # Ry AwHTeT Fa¥ (Creches) & 3781a & AT Wl 7 1 el ST FHT
379eT I3 3R BIE Tewil Sl IRAR & 93 Heddl I1 Te & F3 HIS-T6 (31T oI5 &
OIS ol 8, Toad FeTure 3R q¥eh 3R &t Fefad gl &1

The processed food trap

YHEFd WG Terdl HT Sl

The first 1,000 days — from pregnancy to a child’s second birthday — form the most critical
window for healthy physical and cognitive development (most brain growth occurs in the first
five years).

Tgel 1,000 f&eT — 31Ty arsfiae & et = & gE STetee dd — Faed AR 3K
HaAeATCHS Taehd & foIT Hardt Fgcaqot 3rafer gid § (AFedsH o1 31fRmrer e siiaet & qger
ara gut H giar g)|

The Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN)

Abhiyaan programme currently focuses on identification and rehabilitation of severely
malnourished children.

FUTTHA FHIT NYOT AT (POSHAN Abhiyaan) deiellel 3 IR &9 & FANNS seail 1 gt
3R YT o e Bl

Monthly anthropometric data for young children is collected by AWWs.
BIE FTdi & ATfAS ARF AT Gt HTHS (Anthropometric Data) HiTTaTS! FRIFATIHT
(AWWSs) EaRT T fahT ST 2|

Behaviour change communication efforts should be culturally grounded, integrating
practices such as annaprasana to reinforce timely and appropriate complementary feeding.
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=g IRadst §9R (Behaviour Change Communication) & JITH A icieh & & JTEMRe
Bt TNTRT AT JrereTomereT SR SORT3 T QAT heeTT TR, anfeh FFa =R 3R 37 = 3R

T HicHTEsT el G|

Joint capacity building of AWWSs, ASHAS, and ANMs in assessing feeding practices and
advising families with effective communication materials on improving diets using locally
available, affordable foods would enhance the quality of counselling and reduce the risk of
undernutrition.

AWWSs, ASHAs 3R ANMs T HGFT STHACT-FE [, ATfh I HIoTaT el cTagR T JTeheled I
T 3N EUTIT &9 § 39 frmrarch @iey gerdf & Aregs & 3eR ur & fov aRart
SHTET TR FTHAT o T IRIAL & Feh, TRIAR hT 0TI hl TG S=ATTaN AT FANOT & ST
BT B HLIT

Multisectoral convergence is critical to addressing child malnutrition, yet it remains weak.

a’g—ﬁ’:ﬂﬂm (Multisectoral Convergence) aTel $UIS0T & fouest & T 3rcdd Hgeaqor
&, fohrqt 7rg 38l o stk ST 37T B
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What is Kerala’s risk profile for Nipah?

How do ecological and human factors intersect in driving spillovers? Will it be possible to prevent recurrent spillovers events? What has Kerala learnt from the multiple

outbreaks? What makes Kerala'’s Ni

response effective in containing outbreaks? Why is

classified as a hij

-threat

thogen within Kerala’s zoonotic landscape?

EXPLAINER

C. Maya

The story so far:

erala’s first encounter with
Nipah virus (NiV) was in 2018,
which identified 23 cases
(including 18 lab-confirmed

ones). The case fatality rate was 91% and
there were two survivors. Since then,
Kerala has recorded numerous spillovers
of NiV.

In 2019, a lone case was identified in
Ernakulam and the person survived the
infection. In 2021, a 12 -year-old boy was
detected with the infection in
Malappuram. In 2023, Nipah resulted in a
cluster of six cases in Kozhikode. Two
single cases each were reported from
separate spillover events from

in July and September in
2024. In 2025, four cases of Nipah were
reported from two districts, Malappuram
and Palakkad and epidemiological
investigations reported that none of these
cases appeared to be linked to each other,
suggesting independent spillover events
from the natural reservoir.

NiV has resurfaced again in Kozhikode
now and a 43-year-old, who tested
positive for the virus, is battling for life at
Kozhikode Medical College.

Why is Nipah recurring in Kerala?
Research has consistently identified the
Indian flying fox bat (Pteropus medius) or
the fruit bat as the natural reservoir of
Nipah virus in Kerala. Serological studies
and viral detection in bats have shown
that the virus is circulating in bat colonies
in the State, particularly in northern
districts.

In the 2018 Kerala outbreak, about 25%
of the sampled bats were found to be
positive for Nipah viral RNA and in
subsequent events too, bat samples had
revealed the presence of NiV.

‘The Pteropus species are found across
the State and very near human
settlements. A mapping study of
bat-roosting sites by Kerala Forest
Research Institute’s Department of
Wildlife Biology had found that almost all
of the roosts were near human habitats,
increasing the risk of zoonotic exposure.

Why is Nipah spillover risk highest in
Kerala between April and
September?

The recurrent NiV spillovers in Kerala
with fair regularity suggest that the virus
has established itself in the

The WHO has
warned Kerala to
be on the vigil
about some high
threat pathogens

several hundred species of birds, reptiles
and mammals. But only about 1,60,000
sq. km of this rich biosphere is formally
protected. The high population density in
Kerala and the increased presence of
human settlements, plantations, and
agricultural lands immediately adjacent to
and along the forest fringes increases the
opportunities for human-wildlife
interactions and facilitates exposure to
novel pathogens.

Scientific literature links emerging

tod i habitat

The peak Nipah virus spillover risk in the
State is from April to September, when
the abundance of seasonal fruit-laden
trees, increased bat foraging activity, bat
breeding season and viral shedding
dynamics coincide, increasing the risk of
human exposure. This pattern has not
changed in Kerala since the very first
outbreak.

Because of the perennial natural virus
reservoir in the State, it might not be
possible to prevent recurrent NiV
spillover events in Kerala.

What makes Kerala particularly
Inerable to <

fragmentation, urbanisation and
agricultural intensification. When wildlife
habitats are disturbed, the animals are
forced into closer contact with human
settlements and cultivated food sources.
Scientists also warn that climate-related
ecological disruptions could be important
contributors to future spillover risk in the
case of Nipah.

Nipah is just one among Kerala’s
broader zoonotic risk profile, which
includes other pathogenic diseases like
Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD),
leptospirosis, scrub typhus, Japanese
encephalitis, West Nile fever, rabies and
avian infl

It is the convergence of ecological,
demographic, climatic factors and
increased human-wildlife interface that
makes Kerala a special lab for zoonotic
diseases.

‘The Western Ghats, which stretches
along the State’s eastern flank, is one of
the world’s richest biodiversity spots and
the tropical rainforest climate sustains

The World Health O ion (WHO)

Renewed alert: Nipah virus has resurfaced in Kozhikode now, with a 43-year-old patient battling for life at the Government Medical College Hospital. A
security guard installs a warning board outside Nipah isolation ward at the hospital on June 11, 2026. K RAGESH

potential to cause widespread outbreaks
or even the next pandemic.

How is Kerala responding to the
recurrent threat of zoonotic events
like Nipah?

The recurrent spillover incidents in Kerala
has primed the health system about the
importance of sharp and coordinated
disease surveillance, rapid pathogen
identification and containment efforts to
ensure that human-to-human
transmissions do not occur, resulting in a
wide outbreak.

‘The 2018 brush with Nipah took the
health system by surprise. Of the 23 cases
identified in the outbreak, only the index
case had contracted the infection in the
community. All the remaining cases were
due to nosocomial transmission (the
spread of pathogens within healthcare
facilities) in three different hospitals.

Kerala used the 2018 experience as an
opportunity to develop a clinical
algorithm for all emerging viral infections
at tertiary care levels, strengthen
diagnostic and research capacities and
augment standard infection control
practices in hospitals. Clinicians in the
State have become adept at maintaining a
high index of suspicion when they
encounter unusual cases of acute
encephalitis syndrome and to watch for
clustering of cases.

The State now has a stringent system
for monitoring all acute encephalitis cases
of unknown etiology, screening of severe

has warned Kerala to be on the vigil about
some high threat pathogens (HTPs) —
Nipah, Avian Influenza (H5N1) and KFD —
which have a high mortality profile and

pil y infections as well as early lab
confirmation and detection of pathogens
through its expanded Virus Research and
Diagnostic Laboratory (VRDL) networks
and intensive health emergency

high tr i with

potential. Nipah has been classified by the
WHO as a priority pathogen because of its
lethality, unpredictability and its alarming

In all its Nipah outbreaks, the health
system’s public health response has
demonstrated that it can rapidly identify

the index case and swiftly contain the
event. After the initial event,
human-to-human transmission has
occurred only once in 2023.

How is Kerala strengthening its
preparedness against recurring
Nipah outbreaks?

The recurrence of Nipah in Kerala and the
State’s swift public health response every
time has been a demonstration of the
resilience of the State’s health system.
With the State harbouring a natural
reservoir of Nipah virus and a perennial
risk of virus spillovers, the Health
department’s focus has been on creating
community awareness about the situation
so that the bat-human interface is
reduced.

As part of its ‘One Health’ strategies, it
has developed a massive
community-based surveillance network
supported by over 2.5 lakh trained
volunteers at the grassroots, who track
and report unusual disease trends,
including unusual animal or bird deaths,
to enable early detection of zoonotic
outbreaks such as Nipah and Mpox.

In 2023, the State set up the One
Health Centre for Nipah Research and
Resilience at Kozhikode, which has been
focusing on building community
awareness, resilience and capacity to
minimise spillover events and to mount a
swift response to any such events.

It has documented every single
outbreak in Kerala and prioritised Nipah
research for the future, focusing on
disease epidemiology, sero surveillance
studies and host factors research.

The State government, along with
National Institute of Virology (NIV), is also
involved in a project to develop
indigenous monoclonal antibodies against
Nipah, specific to the Bangladesh strain of
NiV circulating in Kerala.

THE GIST

v

Amapping study of
bat-roosting sites by Kerala
Forest Research Institute’s
Department of Wildlife Biology
had found that almost all of
the roosts were near human
habitats, increasing the risk of
Zzoonotic exposure.

v

Kerala used the 2018
experience as an opportunity
to develop a clinical algorithm
for all emerging viral infections
at tertiary care levels,
strengthen diagnostic and
research capacities and
augment standard infection
control practices in hospitals.

v

With the State harbouring a
natural reservoir of Nipah virus
and a perennial risk of virus
spillovers, the Health
department’s focus has been
on creating community
awareness about the situation
so that the bat-human
interface is reduced.

19J6. What is Kerala’s risk profile for Nipah?
faTE & desf 7 FTa HY NRA-NFET 741 872

o Kerala’s first encounter with Nipah virus (NiV) was in 2018, which identified 23 cases
(including 18 lab-confirmed ones).

el & fordrg oy o1 gger TR a¥ 2018 & WIH 31T, TSTEe 23 AT ST GgHleT i TS o,
fST3 18 FATRITAT g@RT IYE AR A I
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The case fatality rate was 91% and there were two survivors.

30 SN 7 & 91% Y 3R &t safaa Shifa o= &)

Why is Nipah recurring in Kerala?

T 3 FAUTE FHAT TR-IR F4T 33T T &7

Research has consistently identified the Indian flying fox bat (Pteropus medius) or the fruit
bat as the natural reservoir of Nipah virus in Kerala.

TTHTAL o SINTAR Ig T T & o RN 337 AIAs) Toames (SN9w Af2aw) 3ryar
TG TGS el 7 forarg Rysoy 1 v o sisw &

Serological studies and viral detection in bats have shown that the virus is circulating in
bat colonies, particularly in northern districts of the State.

uﬁwﬁ-ﬁmﬁtﬁmwﬁamwmﬁﬁmaﬁmm#agwgmﬁﬁmgm
ST & TGS Waggl, faeiwent 3adY forel & afshd &0 @ G gl wr el

The Pteropus species are found across the State and very near human settlements.
RATH YA & THINGS T AT H TUT ARG qReedl & 37 folehe I1v S &1

A mapping study of bat-roosting sites by Kerala Forest Research Institute’s Department
of Wildlife Biology had found that almost all of the roosts were near human habitats,
increasing the risk of zoonotic exposure.

I T ITHYUTT HEATT & Fogoilg SHafa AT fAHTT GaRT fohT 7T THITES! & Farsms wyat &
AT TROT 3reqAeT 7 97T 37T fob TaTa7eT Tedt TASTe TUT AleIa 3Marat & faee Tua g, oaw
RIS WHHAT & SAMEH A Je i gl 1

The peak Nipah virus spillover risk in the State is from April to September, when the

abundance of seasonal fruit-laden trees, increased bat foraging activity, bat breeding
season and viral shedding dynamics coincide, increasing the risk of human exposure.

U # fardre FATo] WHA0T-JAR F1 aiftrs SEe sriter & Rdaw & g @ar ¢, oo A
Fell & a1 gait 1 3rfrear, Teenest A siere @i arfafaftrat 7 gefRr, woree Frer o Ry
St Y FHATE Ueh TTY T Blch 8, FTad #qsai & dueh & 311 T SHTEH 56 ST 2|

What makes Kerala particularly vulnerable to zoonotic diseases?

I Y YT W & 9y Ry w0 & Fagerefier #4m qrar 82

Scientific literature links emerging zoonoses to deforestation, habitat fragmentation,
urbanisation and agricultural intensification.

dMIfoTeh e 3R G TRIST= AT T F=Al Y FeTs, AT @S, ATHor T F &
efeftertor & SIS 2|

When wildlife habitats are disturbed, the animals are forced into closer contact with human
settlements and cultivated food sources.

SIS Fegotial & AT 7 ST Scead g1 &, ol I Held Siecdl 3R HY-3MRT Ted
At & 31 e 3 & fow fgaerar sma &

Scientists also warn that climate-related ecological disruptions could be important
contributors to future spillover risk in the case of Nipah.

danfeieh Ig o AT & & foh STeraryg IRader @ Seqet qIRRRufahir sqaume sifasy # faame
HHHUT-SAR & SHTEH T et dTel HgeaqoT R g1 Thl o |

Nipabh is just one among Kerala’s broader zoonotic risk profile, which includes other

pathogenic diseases like Kyasanur Forest Disease, leptospirosis, scrub typhus,
Japanese encephalitis, West Nile fever, rabies and avian influenza.

foraTE et o caTaeh gererear M7 R TRGeT F1 shaol Ueh TR &, Torast Famarery a1 I,
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AR, T TEHH, ST AT Fa), A€ AG Fa), Jeliet TUT gaft gereyvar Sid
37 a7 o enfAeT &1

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned Kerala to be on the vigil about some
high threat pathogens (HTPs) — Nipah, Avian Influenza (H5N1) and KFD — which have a
high mortality profile and high transmissibility with pandemic potential.

T TRy Herea o el i Ho ITd-NEH Werstarat — faarg, gaf gewraver (vaseel) sk
FIATATT qT M7 — o Gl TcTeh Tgot T ATa=i & &, Fifeh So1l 3T FHeg-ex, clieh HeRoT &THcT
TUT FGTARY 3cTTeT et T THTGAT grcil & |

Nipah has been classified by the World Health Organisation as a priority pathogen
because of its lethality, unpredictability and alarming potential to cause widespread
outbreaks or even the next pandemic.

foraTg 1 fared FaTeeT Wt o Ueh WA AEAT ST Qersret®s o §9 A Jafiehd fran g, it
ST "I dT, ATATATAT YT SIS YT YT el AGIHART 3cdeed et I RIdreTas
&THAT T ¢

How is Kerala responding to the recurrent threat of zoonotic events like Nipah?

¥ forare S aR-aR @ aTelt T Q9T Tee3t F Welk FT AHAT HFH T @82

The recurrent spillover incidents in Kerala has primed the health system about the
importance of sharp and coordinated disease surveillance, rapid pathogen identification
and containment efforts to ensure that human-to-human transmission does not occur,
resulting in a wide outbreak.

FTeT H IR-GR glot dTell WHAUT-YHR USATIHT of FARELY STGEYT T Tg TS fear § o wemmdr
3R FAfeaa Aot el e Aersrers ggaeT quT fAor 3T fRde Ageayet §, af wes
A AT H WHACT o el Feh 3R ST TehlT T JehT ST Heh |

All the remaining cases were due to nosocomial transmission (the spread of pathogens
within healthcare facilities) in three different hospitals.

QY T A FETATSTST eIt T THR o HRUT ET I, HATe] T TEATA & $IRX
aTSTetehl o thelld & TROTHETET, 3R A el 37e1aT-30T ITcTedt & 53 |

Kerala used the 2018 experience as an opportunity to develop a clinical algorithm for all
emerging viral infections at tertiary care levels, strengthen diagnostic and research
capacities and augment infection control practices in hospitals.

hel A T 2018 & He[HT T AT h T H ITANT HIC §U Jcl1Ih TAELT FEATA A 3R
favTosifaid dshaolt & fo derfas F-geufa, e vd sreTaeTe &dT T 3eadr
HHAVT fAG=0T Sqaeq3it 1 Foo |

The State now has a stringent system for monitoring all acute encephalitis cases of
unknown etiology, screening of severe respiratory infections as well as early laboratory

confirmation and detection of pathogens through its expanded Virus Research and
Diagnostic Laboratory network and intensive health emergency management measures.

TSI H 3T FATT RO aret g ARRTSHATYT ATF, THIR 27T FFHAUN AT i, ofreR
TRARTRITET Y% 7T faERer fasToy sreTweeT e feter yarener acas & Areas § Aarsierehi
1 vgaTe & foIT oo saae FaIfid &

With the State harbouring a natural reservoir of Nipah virus and a perennial risk of virus
spillovers, the Health Department’s focus has been on creating community awareness so
that the bat-human interface is reduced.

T2 7 foramg fawmoy & arpfere 3R hr 3TRefa T AhaAor-9@R & Fr Sif@# 1 ud gu
T T T ATl WIHETRAF AR T Sl TR hiad 8, i THIAES-ATAT T HI Hal
oRaT ST T |
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e As part of its One Health strategy, it has developed a massive community-based
surveillance network supported by over 2.5 lakh trained volunteers at the grassroots.

3701 TR e FATELY IO & 3HTd Tod o 2.5 A § 3Tl Gffdd Fagdas! & geder 4
Teh TaRiTel Wegerfs faorreh af fashfad fhar &

e |n 2023, the State set up the One Health Centre for Nipah Research and Resilience at
Kozhikode.

a¥ 2023 A UST  FARIS H A9 HTHUTT Ta FAGHAF TARIAT § ThIFd TR Fg
P TATIT S|

e It has documented every single outbreak in Kerala and prioritised Nipah research for the
future, focusing on disease epidemiology, sero-surveillance studies and host factor
research.

wﬁmﬁgcmmmmﬁsﬁmﬁm%amaﬁwa:ﬁvﬁnﬁww
ST TAeher & 8, Forast T wgr-farrer, gfoRadt adfaror srearret 3R TaraeTar FR JreqaeTe

R AV &1 fear ST W@/ §

e The State government, along with the National Institute of Virology, is also involved in a
project to develop indigenous monoclonal antibodies against Nipah, specific to the
Bangladesh strain of the virus circulating in Kerala.

T THN, A FawTo] Fariret Feeret o Ay Ay, el & yarferd fawioy i avendia
Iqgafa & faecy Fagelt vawa-aef afavedt afageat & e i aRaiser o ot s w @

gl

GS Paper I1l: International Relations 19 June 2026
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U.S. lifts blockade of Iranian ports after Trump, Pezeshkian sign peace accord

eFq 3R YeREae garr aifd gwsila W gEaner Fe 9= F o srafe F S
§ETAMET 9T 91 ATehTad) ger ol
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U.S. lifts blockade of Iranian ports after
Trump, Pezeshkian sign peace accord
Esiew. |

ence France-Presse
TEHRAN/WASHINGTON

The U.S. on Thursday lifted
a blockade of Iranian ports
imposed during the West
Asia war after President
Donald Trump signed a
deal to end the conflict, as
uncertainty  surrounded
planned talks in Switzer-
land aiming to take the ac-
cord further.

Mr. Trump and Iran’s
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian signed a deal on Wed-
nesday meant to end the
war, with Tehran agreeing
to dilute its enriched urani-
um in return for large-scale
economic relief. The sign-
ing of the deal set in mo-
tion a 60-day period for
talks on wider issues bet-

Trump and Pezeshkian sign the agreement to end the war. @WHITEHOUSE/X/AFP

Trump defends Iran deal; calls critics fools’

ween the two sides. Agence France-Presse implementing the deal. enough on Iran, when the
Iranian Supreme Leader =~ WASHINGTON Oil prices tumbled after ~ Stock Market Just Hit A
Ayatollah Mojtab Khame- the U.S. President and his RECORD HIGH, and 0il
nei endorsed the talks with ~ U.S. President Donald Iranian counterpart prices are ‘tumbling’
the U.S. in a statement. Trump lashed out at critics  separately signed their down, are either jealous,
It remained unclear if of his agreement with Iran  accord to end the West bad people, or stupid,” Mr.
the two sides, who have on Thursday, calling those  Asia war, with the Straitof =~ Trump posted on social
had no diplomatic rela- who accused him of Hormuz to reopen but two  media hours after signing
tions following the 1979 Is-  offering concessions to months of negotiations the deal.
lamic revolution, would end the war “fools”, ahead lying ahead.
hold a signing ceremony of negotiations in “These fools, who think ~ FULL REPORT ON
and talks in Switzerland on ~ Switzerland on I haven’t been tough » PAGE 14
Friday as announced.
The US. forces lifted
their parallel naval block-  the Strait at the start of the ~ French President Emma-  “was finalised with the sig-

ade of Iranian ports that
had prevented ships from
sailing to or from the Islam-
ic republic, the U.S. mili-
tary said, noting that its
warships “will remain in
the general area”.

The U.S. military, which
had enforced its own
blockade after Iran shut

accord

T 3R 9 RFIe ganT anifa aasila aX sFaner fhv o & a1g sraReT a sy
FETET U 9T ATHTEET g2 A

war, has allowed at least 12
ships to pass through, Vice-
President J.D. Vance said.
Earlier on Wednesday,
Mr. Trump put his signa-
ture to the memorandum
of understanding during a
candle-lit dinner at the Pa-
lace of Versailles following
a G7 summit, as host

nuel Macron and other
guests applauded, a video
posted by a Trump aide
showed. “Just signed it,”
Mr. Trump told the media
as he emerged from the
palace.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
qaei said the document

natures of the Presidents”.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif of Pakistan, who
mediated the agreement,
said on X that it “shall en-
ter into force with imme-
diate effect”.

‘OPENS DOOR FOR IRAN’
» PAGE 12

e Mr. Trump and Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian signed a deal on Wednesday meant to
end the war, with Tehran agreeing to dilute its enriched uranium in return for large-scale
economic relief.

A €9 3§ & Wt AYG IrITHTT o JUAR T Jetf FAICT Flol & 3682 & T T
W EEARR v, foaeh 3deTd Aget o Faftia TTATH T A el W HgATT e &, Torde
ol 38 IS ITAF Tgd Uele FHr et
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e It remained unclear if the two sides, who have had no diplomatic relations following the 1979
Islamic Revolution, would hold a signing ceremony and talks in Switzerland on Friday as
announced.

g TASE A6 8 HhT T 1979 Y STATHY Fifd & a1, T A It ¢2if & oI T Aol T T8l &,
d YehaR I Eaesels 7 Efd gEdTeR FARIE 3R ard IS et 31 +1eh |
e The U.S. forces lifted their parallel naval blockade of Iranian ports that had prevented

ships from sailing to or from the Islamic republic, the U.S. military said, noting that its
warships “will remain in the general area”.

ARG 3T A ST TG I A9 39T HATAIAR AAforar aArdardy o FaATC X &, Torerh
HROT STETSAl ohT STt A JHTGAT-STTAT SR AUT| IHARAT FaAT o gl 7o 38eh Jeudld “HAY &1 &
o A

e Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. Trump put his signature to the memorandum of understanding
during a candle-lit dinner at the Palace of Versailles following a G7 Summit, as host French

President Emmanuel Macron and other guests applauded, a video posted by a Trump aide
showed.

TYUAR &Y 36 Tgel, SN-7 AT FFAAT & o1 T/ Hgel & 3T GIIThIRIT ATTHST
aRTeT Y € F FHASIET AT W gTaTER U < & U Tl garT arew fhv e fifzar &
ﬂmma:msﬁgmﬁaﬁammaﬁfimﬁaﬁaﬁﬁmgcmmm

e Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan, who mediated the agreement, said on X that it
“shall enter into force with immediate effect”.

FASHT H ALITYAT T dTel YIFREAT & TUTAHAT AT AAE o ATHT oI ATCIH HT U gl
T3 7rg wHSaT “dewTer ToTa F A9 BTl

GS Paper I11: Economy 19 June 2026
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Govt. ratifies 8.25% EPF interest rate for FY26
TFR 7 T a8 2025-26 & v §Hve 9 8.25% AT &T FY FH eIt T QY T

19J6

Essential upgrades
ATAI R Jool ol

19J6

The real barriers to trade are no longer tariffs

SR 7 IEafas arure 39 o CRE) adtw s e

19J6

Is India producing more graduates than what the economy can absorb?

FIT HRA HASATEAT GaRT FATRA $T AT Thot aTe HEAT & 3 F FATaF AR FIW@T &

19J6 | Revised pact with U.K. could save $500 million for Indians
T.%. & W wAfta waAsitar Rt & e 500 fAfeae ster # qaa st awar @
19J6 | Iron ore sees a bright future, but green steel industry fades

tg 3raeF 1 HiasT Iooad R@ar ¥, afhe gRa gEuTa 3eer A g7 s B as W@ §
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Govt. ratifies
8.25% EPF
interest rate
for FY26

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government has rati-
fied 8.25% rate of interest
on employees’ provident
fund (EPF) deposits for the
financial year 2025-26,
which is likely to be credit-
ed to over seven crore con-
tributing members this
month.

The Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation
(EPFO) provides the rate of
interest on EPF after it gets
ratified by the government
through the Finance Minis-
try. The Finance Ministry
has given its concurrence
to the 8.25% rate of interest
fixed by the Central Board
of Trustees (CBT), the apex
decision making body of
the EPFO, a source said on
Thursday.

On March 2, the CBT, in
a meeting chaired by the
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, had
decided to fix 8.25% rate of
interest for FY 2025-26,
marking the third consecu-
tive year this rate has been
maintained.

Under the new ecosys-
tem developed by the EP-
FO, the interest on the EPF
would be credited into sub-
scribers’ accounts imme-
diately, the source said.
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19J6. Govt. ratifies 8.25% EPF interest rate for FY26
TR A fad a¥ 2025-26 & faw §fvd w3 8.25% SATST & HY ALl YeT

T

e The government has ratified an 8.25% rate of interest on Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) deposits for the financial year 2025-26, which is likely to be
credited to more than seven crore contributing members this month.

WFR o T a¥ 2025-26 & AT wHaar sfasy Afer srar afdr w 8.25 yfaera sarsr
& Y fgAlTed A AR, ol 36 Ag A1 #:13 ¥ 31 srererdt wewat & @rdi

ST T ST T GG B

e The Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) provides the rate of interest
on EPF after it is ratified by the government through
the Finance Ministry.

FAAY srfersy fafer warse el sifasy A o
SIS & AN SI9] YT &, ST 39 fae FArery
HETH § TSR 1 TR 9ree g1 Srelt 1

e The Finance Ministry has given its
concurrence to the 8.25% interest rate fixed by the
Central Board of Trustees (CBT), the apex
decision-making body of the EPFO.

g JAareT A Faan) wfasy [ Harasr & gafea
forotaerY Teer S Far a1 garT fAuiia 8.25

yfererd sarer &X F1 3el FITa TaTe FR A 5

e On March 2, the Central Board of
Trustees, in a meeting chaired by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, had decided to fix
the 8.25% interest rate for financial year 2025-26.

2 AT o A H FA AgE AT H sregerar A

AT FOT Al F H Jo & BT a§ 2025-26 F T
8.25 yfaerd sarer &X [AuTRa e &1 fAoTr forar arar am)

e This marks the third consecutive year that the same rate of
interest has been maintained.

g FANMAR IRT a9 § 59 AT AT & S SR @M T

gl

e Under the new ecosystem developed by the EPFO, the
interest on EPF deposits will be credited into subscribers’
accounts immediately.

FAAY fasy AT Heraet gant fasfaa w18 worrelt & 3iaeta
FHIRY HiasT AT 9T I sTToT TR 3 AR & @il &
dhTel STHT Y & STeaft|

19J6. Essential upgrades
3TdIh Joaldol

o The updates to India’s statistical system are welcome,
albeit long overdue.

S rrades

The updates to India’s statistical system
are welcome, albeit long overdue

he government has, in recent months,
T implemented several long-overdue but
welcome upgrades to India’s statistical
databases. Wide-ranging, they cover the way the
country measures Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), industrial production, and price changes
at the retail, wholesale, and producer levels.
These updates have not only made India’s key
economic statistics more representative of reali-
ty, but have also brought them in line with inter-
national best practices. The most basic change
across all indices has been the updating of base
years. Until recently, the base years for GDP, the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price In-
dex (WPI), and Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) were either 2011 or 2012. As such, these mea-
sures were significantly outdated and less reflec-
tive of reality with each passing year. In February,
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) released the new series of na-
tional accounts data, including GDP, with a base
year of 2022-23. The new series incorporates
methodological improvements and new data
sources, making it more granular and robust.
Some of these, such as the double-deflator ap-
proach, have long been demanded by statisti-
cians and international bodies, including the IMF.
Similarly, MoSPI had in February also released
the new series of the CPI with an updated base
year of 2024, a more inclusive basket of items
measured, and more accurate weightages. This
has enabled a more realistic reading of retail in-
flation, a key metric in interest-rate decisions. In
early June, MoSPI then released the new series of
the IIP as well. The base year was updated to
2022-23 and the index’s data collection was
strengthened. This, too, eventually feeds into
more accurate GDP data. The other factor to be
highlighted is that the data upgrades have not
been limited to just MoSPI. The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry also updated its WP, releas-
ing the new series on Monday. A more accurate
WPI and CPI yield a more accurate GDP deflator,
which strengthens the way that statisticians de-
rive real GDP growth after having adjusted for in-
flation. The Commerce Ministry also released a
new Producer Price Index (PPI), which is to re-
place the WPI in five years. A PPl is the standard
among developed economies and provides more
information about both goods and service price
levels at the producer stage. With all these, the
IMF is sure to improve the recurring ‘C’ grade it
has given India’s national accounts data. These, it
is hoped, will also be capped off by a time-bound
release of the new Census with no further delays.
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HRA FY FIFRIHTT YOIl 7 [HT 37T 3T FARTIAY &, IS I I F1ohy faeia @ rdfara O

The government has, in recent months, implemented several long-overdue but welcome
upgrades to India’s statistical databases.

IR & §Tel oh HElell 7 AR o DA STAH H S ol FHI § 3ATEIT Fohe] TamTerdeg
FuR o] fee gl

Wide-ranging, they cover the way the country measures Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
industrial production, and price changes at the retail, wholesale, and producer levels.

q FUR U § 3R o1 020 ZIRT Wehel A 3¢9TE (GDP), e ScdresT T Ger, Ul
3R 3cuTEeh ERT R HoT IR I AT T geeia aide gl

These updates have not only made India’s key economic statistics more representative of
reality, but have also brought them in line with international best practices.

T 3TeTclell o o shalel HRT o YW ATTeh HIehs! I AEATdehcll dh 3HTeIeh 3T oAl &, dioeh
3o8 HATSET Fafast g3t & 31w o Y AT g

The most basic change across all indices has been the updating of base years.

T gerehien! H TS HePs[d TR ITUR a¥ &7 I Tclel AT 6T 5

Until recently, the base years for GDP, the Consumer Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price
Index (WPI), and Index of Industrial Production (IIP) were either 2011 or 2012.

gl e GDP, 39SFdT Hed Ya&ia (CPI), 4F AT Gaais (WPI) 3R 3iiggifra searger
IS (1IP) & 3R a¥ 2011 A7 2012 |

As such, these measures were significantly outdated and less reflective of reality with each
passing year.

3 HROT A ATIES HIHI R &1 Iob A 3R Tedoh Y & HY IR e I e 20T @ I

In February, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released
the new series of national accounts data, including GDP, with a base year of 2022-23.

T H HiT&AhT 3R Frisha Fhdleaet HATerd (MoSPI) o 2022-23 I 3TUR IY AT §T
GDP Tfe TS 3172 ot Y 778 4Tl ST Y|

The new series incorporates methodological improvements and new data sources, making it
more granular and robust.

=7 ST 31 TeeIfaaTe GURY 3R AT et elt  anver R ara ¥, ey T e R 3t

5% S TS T
Some of these, such as the double-deflator approach, have long been demanded by
statisticians and international bodies, including the IMF.

$oTH W o UK, SN 3Te-FBFA R0, o G § Firegehlidel AR FaRIsERT JeT HIY
(IMF) Efgd AaRTSERT TEATHT GaRT Al ST I & 1
Similarly, MoSPI had in February also released the new series of the CPI with an updated

base year of 2024, a more inclusive basket of items measured, and more accurate
weightages.

S TR, MOSPI & Badl & CPI 1 718 Aer & ST &Y, ToresT 2024 &1 3R aY &1 a1y,
37Rreh FATAR TE-<IendT sht QM foham a1 T 3ifereh Téreh TR e fohw arw|

This has enabled a more realistic reading of retail inflation, a key metric in interest-rate
decisions.

mwmmmmmmgmaﬁmaﬁnﬁwwwm
Hohdh g

In early June, MoSPI then released the new series of the IIP as well.

STeT T Q3T  MOSPI & 1IP T 778 4ol 8 STRY 1|

The base year was updated to 2022-23 and the index’s data collection was strengthened.
SHHT TR aY 2022-23 T TEAT IAT FAUT Gerehieh & 3¢ HIRG o7 1 3 AT S=r1 1|
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This, too, eventually feeds into more accurate GDP data.
Tg 91 37ad: 38 T GDP Aidst & AREE ST ¢

The other factor to be highlighted is that the data upgrades have not been limited to just
MoSPI.

SeolE=1g §Tc I8 &1 & foh ST GUR shaef MoSPI deh A w1 ¢ &

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry also updated its WPI, releasing the new series on
Monday.

O 3 SENT HATTT A 37 39T WP Y Ichlol I §UHHAR Y SHRT 75 Sl ST
#l

A more accurate WPI and CPI yield a more accurate GDP deflator, which strengthens the
way that statisticians derive real GDP growth after having adjusted for inflation.

3178 & WPI 31X CPI, 31fares wdie GDP Bwaer Jaret at &, foradr grehifar & aaritere
& 9TG I Tdeh GDP J&fer & 3fTeheret 31Tt faeawe i gt ST 8|

The Commerce Ministry also released a new Producer Price Index (PPI), which is to
replace the WPI in five years.

OIS FHATAT o Teh 191 3cTe e Hed Gahia (PPI) 8 ST T3 &, St 319Tel dier asit 7 WP o
YT ol

A PPI is the standard among developed economies and provides more information about both
goods and service price levels at the producer stage.

PP faeh A 3ricaaeai # Alish Faehish & 3R Ig 3cUTesh TR IR T3 2r darsit el &
AT TR & TR F 317 ST TeTel T 5

With all these, the IMF is sure to improve the recurring ‘C’ grade it has given India’s national
accounts data.

o T8l GERT o A1 IMF ZaRT $Rcl o TSI 3T JATehst i &F Silel arell IR-aR &1 °C AfSar &
U et T FITeel & |
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The real barriers to trade are no longer tariffs

ecently, the CEO of a large multinational
Rca]led to ask whether the upcoming visit

of the United States Trade Representative
to India could result in tariff rates returning to
around 18% or settling at a different level.

Such conversations reflect the extent to which
trade negotiations are often viewed through the
prism of headline tariff numbers. Yet, in practice,
tariff rates are only one part of the picture. The
more significant determinants of market access
and competitiveness frequently lie elsewhere.
This presents an opportunity for India to move
beyond a narrow focus on tariff bargaining and
instead address the broader set of factors that
shape trade outcomes.

When India and the U.S. issued a joint
statement in February 2026 agreeing on a
framework for an interim trade agreement, the
headlines highlighted the obvious: the tariff
numbers. The U.S. reciprocal rate cut to 18%.
India’s pledge to move toward zero duties on
American goods. The “$500 billion” purchase
commitment. But the White House fact sheet
buried the more consequential admission — that
both sides needed to negotiate the removal of
non-tariff barriers. The U.S. deploys its own
formidable non-tariff barriers arsenal while India
has its quality regulations. The tariff headline was
the press release. The NTBs on both sides are the
actual problem.

For decades, trade diplomacy revolved around
tariffs. Governments negotiated reductions in
import duties, and success in trade talks was
measured in percentage points shaved off
customs rates. In today’s hyper-regulated global
economy, tariffs barely matter. The real obstacles
are faced in the laboratory and the law offices
through NTBs.

NTBs are the regulations, certifications,
licensing rules, and product requirements that
goods must meet before entering a market. They
include technical regulations, environmental
rules, health and safety requirements, packaging
standards and testing procedures. Unlike tariffs,
which are transparent and easy to measure, these
regulatory hurdles operate within the system and
exert a far-reaching influence on trade.

NTBs, the quiet trade weapon
Since the establishment of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in 1995, average tariff rates

Anuj Gupta

Managing Director
of BowerGroupAsia

Tariffs dominate
the headlines,
but regulations
increasingly
determine trade
outcomes

among its members have fallen by nearly half, yet
governments have not abandoned protectionism.
As tariffs declined, NTBs surged. Today, they
affect around 90% of global trade - a sixfold
increase over the past three decades.

The regulatory landscape has expanded just as
rapidly. More than half of the 20,000 global
product and safety regulations introduced over
the past 70 years have emerged since 2000,
creating a dense web of overlapping rules that
complicates cross-border commerce and raises
compliance costs, particularly for smaller
exporters. The WTO itself reflects this shift. In
2025 alone, governments submitted over 7,700
notifications of NTBs and health-related trade
measures, 10 times more than in 1995.

Among major economies, the European Union
(EU) is the most extensive user of these regulatory

because non-tariff barriers (NTBs) make claiming <|
these benefits commercially impractical.

Indonesian registration requirements restrict

Indian pharmaceutical exports, while Thai

customs procedures force gems and jewellery
exporters to reroute shipments through Hong

Kong. Tariffs have fallen, but trade barriers

remain.

Japan and South Korea tell a similar story.
Despite an FTA with Japan since 2011, Indian
pharmaceutical exports remain negligible
because market approvals can take five to seven
years and Japan has resisted recognising
international testing standards. With South
Korea, bilateral trade reached $27 billion in
2024-25, but India accounted for only $6.5 billion.
Overall, India’s FTA utilisation rate is about 25%,
compared with 70%-80% for developed

tools. According to the World Trade O ization

ec! ies. The ag) existed on paper; the

and World Bank data, non-tariff measures cover
roughly about 94% of imports entering the EU,
compared with about 77% in the U.S. and nearly
45% in India. Each major economy deploys these
barriers differently. The EU has built the world’s
most expansive regulatory architecture for trade,
with NTBs concentrated in environmental rules,
chemical safety regulations, product standards,
packaging requirements and climate-related
policies such as the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism and the EU Deforestation Regulation.
These rules are justified as protections, often
acting as powerful filters on trade.

The American NTBs are driven by strategic
competition, security concerns and technological
dominance. Export controls, entity lists and
restrictions on semiconductors, Al chips and
advanced computing hardware increasingly limit
rivals’ access to critical technology supply chains.
India has traditionally relied more on tariffs, but
this is changing. As part of its industrial strategy,
New Delhi is expanding quality regulations on
imports of electronics, machinery and chemicals
to boost domestic manufacturing and reduce
dependence on external supply chains.

The Indian experience

India’s own FTA record makes the point sharply.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)-India agreement has been in force since
2010, yet preferential tariff utilisation among
Indian businesses remains below 50%, largely

19J6. Thereal barriers to trade are no longer tariffs

SR # aredias aruTe 3a ged (CR®) Tt w s 8

barriers remained in practice.

The next frontier of trade

This does not mean abandoning legitimate
environmental or consumer protections, but
regulatory systems must be transparent and
proportionate. Otherwise, they risk fragmenting
global markets at precisely the moment when
supply chains are being re-organised.

India’s newer agreements signal a genuine
shift. The United Arab Emirates Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement explicitly
mandates automatic recognition of medicines
approved by major global regulators, and
requires mutual acceptance of laboratory testing
that eliminates duplicate compliance costs. The
India-European Free Trade Association Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement, in force since
October 2025, goes further with mutual
recognition of standards, streamlined conformity
assessment, and a dedicated sub-committee
mandated to address NTBs on an ongoing basis.
For the first time, NTB reduction is a legally
binding obligation.

The politics of trade still talks about tariffs. The
economics of trade has already moved on. In the
2lst century, the real barriers are regulatory. If
the West wants a serious economic pivot to the
east, addressing those barriers will matter far
more than cutting tariffs ever did.

The views expressed are personal

Recently, the CEO of a large multinational called to ask whether the upcoming visit of the
United States Trade Representative to India could result in tariff rates returning to around
18% or settling at a different level.

mﬁﬁwa@r@ﬁﬁ%a&wﬁmﬁaﬁmﬂﬁ%@%ﬁvmﬁﬁm%

YT U= ARG & AR GfAfA T 6 7 I & TROTATTEY F7 ok & Yol - eI
18% e lic Fehcil & T fohdll 30T TX WX FEAR @ Aheil 8
The U.S. reciprocal rate cut to 18%.
TYFT AT HARHT o IREARF oeh &I T 18% ofeh et e

But the White House fact sheet buried the more consequential admission — that both sides
needed to negotiate the removal of non-tariff barriers.

fere] cgT5C 3134 %Hzﬁ-wﬁwmwmmﬁ off — o @t gedt 1 -
YT FTLTHT T 5eTot & foIT AT &LetT gt

The U.S. deploys its own formidable non-tariff barriers arsenal while India has its quality

regulations.

TYF T HARHT 3T ATFART IR-YeehIT STETHT T ST FAT &, STl feh R oh I
379e IoTadT Haelt fafaes &)
The tariff headline was the press release.

Yeeh Het TIYOTT sharel HATIR 2fiveh 7|
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The real obstacles are faced in the laboratory and the law offices through NTBs.

AT STt G 3R fafter deurt # Ax-qrehrar arenait & &0 7 FHe el 8
NTBs are the regulations, certifications, licensing rules, and product requirements that goods
must meet before entering a market.

-y areT? o faferg®, GAIO, SieTeica deel f39e 3R 3cure 3avgehdrt § e fomd
TSR # A § Tgel &3 Rl T el I3 &

They include technical regulations, environmental rules, health and safety requirements,
packaging standards and testing procedures.

GoT# cleheileh! aTeiera, TTaRoly fge, Tareey Td ATl 3Taegehdll, Yehfoiar Hieleh 2T
greToT HfhaTy enfae &1

Unlike tariffs, which are transparent and easy to measure, these regulatory hurdles operate
within the system and exert a far-reaching influence on trade.

Yeeht & TaodieT, ST TRERlt 3R AT & AT ST Fevd! &, 3 TFIHDIT ST cgaeT & 8ok
FIAT & 3R IR 9T 19 JHIT STela 8

NTBs, the quiet trade weapon

IR-grehr FTUTT - SR T Al FREAR

Since the establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTQO) in 1995, average tariff
rates among its members have fallen by nearly half, yet governments have not abandoned
protectionism.

1995 # faed SAMIR HIrsaT T TUTIAT & STg, T SHb T <2t o sy 3T Yoeh & eTIe7IT
3refT g1 915 8, T ol TRaRT o TRaTuTang st afRkeameT A&t fonam g

As tariffs declined, NTBs surged.

SHY-SI Yok &Y T, IR-eehry STeTt Sec 15 |

Today, they affect around 90% of global trade — a sixfold increase over the past three
decades.

37TST I ARG SATIR & ST 90% T T anifacd el &, S el et g2renl 7 g I gefr
I g g

The regulatory landscape has expanded just as rapidly.
foramerehrar aikged ol 3= & ol 1 & faeq g3m &

More than half of the 20,000 global product and safety regulations introduced over the past 70
years have emerged since 2000, creating a dense web of overlapping rules that complicates
cross-border commerce and raises compliance costs, particularly for smaller exporters.

Oerel 70 @t & oy fohw 1T 20,000 Saeh ScdTe; va Gt fafaarat & & e & 318 a¥ 2000
& de;, 31Teeted 7 30 8, s WER 33 ATl 1 veh Sifeer Sirel fATHd 81 a1 & S dAr-ar
SUTIR T ST AT %Hﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁaﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁvﬁgqmd AR JeTdT & |

The WTO itself reflects this shift.

499 IR Fro T 37 58 IRad Y aTar gl

In 2025 alone, governments submitted over 7,700 notifications of NTBs and health-
related trade measures, 10 times more than in 1995.

hael 2025 # & TIhRT & IX-Qehry STem3it AR Tareeg-Heell sargR 39l & |eftrd 7,700 &
37 TGS Teclcl i, SiT 1995 T JoieTT 7 &8 =11 3118 &

Among major economies, the European Union (EU) is the most extensive user of these
regulatory tools.

THE It H JUART G 3o [HATHRIT ST T HeH AT SUAIThcll ¢ |
According to the World Trade Organization and World Bank data, non-tariff measures cover

roughly about 94% of imports entering the EU, compared with about 77% in the U.S. and
nearly 45% in India.
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faed AR Haraet 3R faea deh o 371ehsT o 3THR, JAAT X 3 FAN Hlel dTel SIS 94%
3T IR-[ehT 3T o 3Tl 31Tl &, STafeh Hgerel T ITAREHT  Tg ST 77% 3R HRA
H TITHIT 45% &

Each major economy deploys these barriers differently.

Tcdeh YW 3THeTTET So1 STEMHT T STGNT 3eA3T-3eT9T e T FA B |

The EU has built the world’'s most expansive regulatory architecture for trade, with NTBs
concentrated in environmental rules, chemical safety regulations, product standards,
packaging requirements and climate-related policies such as the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism and the EU Deforestation Regulation.

U 68 o AR & forw faga it qad saraes e geaen fisfad g, fowe -
eehIa STUTU TTeRoNy faat, Tarferen GRat fafergal, Scure Hietehl, Yehfoian Haeaeharit
AT HIST WA FARNSTA T IR Fa-Farer Frz=ror Faelt fafergs S sterarg-deed sifaai ox
HieT &l

The American NTBs are driven by strategic competition, security concerns and technological
dominance.

3R AR-eehiar STV IuTRiceh Fioaeael, g Riansit 3R ST F3ica & IR &
Export controls, entity lists and restrictions on semiconductors, Al chips and advanced
computing hardware increasingly limit rivals’ access to critical technology supply chains.

HITOTeT TR I Ffciser gfciedafaat T Ageaqur Sefahr 3mqfet @en3it de aga
AR AT X @ B

India has traditionally relied more on tariffs, but this is changing.

R TR F9 F oohi T 3170 19 1T 8, fe] 319 a1 Feurf s wr e

The Indian experience

AT 31737

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India agreement has been in force
since 2010, yet preferential tariff utilisation among Indian businesses remains below 50%,
largely because non-tariff barriers make claiming these benefits commercially impractical.

gTRToT-gd TS Teet & Hers- SR WA a¥ 2010 & W19 &, T 8 TRl st gy
3T Yoh ST T ST 50% § A Tl G317 &, HEI: FATAIT Fifeh Ao AT 57
ST ST TG 3TN HideT FAT St & |

Overall, India’s FTA utilisation rate is about 25%, compared with 70%-80% for developed
economies.

HIY T W AR hT HFd SATIR HASIAT START G I 25% g, STaifeh faenf@et srdeaaeansit
H I8 70% F 80% & ST gl

The agreements existed on paper; the barriers remained in practice.

AT TSl X HIS[E B, e cgagR # ST =it @ |

The next frontier of trade

SR Y 31Tl HAT

The United Arab Emirates Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement explicitly
mandates automatic recognition of medicines approved by major global regulators, and
requires mutual acceptance of laboratory testing that eliminates duplicate compliance costs.

'\‘I‘?-'IOEFT-I 3T WHRTT & 1T A9H = ﬂlanalil !:Iﬂglla'l' qa@'a'fqaa; STHFT mmﬁc
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HIWTRIZT hY Farel: ATIAT T TS JTTUT FAT § AT TATRATT GHUETOT h TRETN Flehicd
31ferard ST B, TS SeRTS STt aTell 3fe]dTeleT ofleTel HATCd giell &1

e The India-European Free Trade Association Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement, in force since October 2025, goes further with mutual recognition of standards,
streamlined conformity assessment, and a dedicated sub-committee mandated to address
non-tariff barriers on an ongoing basis.

HRA-JURT {FT SATIR § AR T 31w sefiarY warsilar, S 3rergar 2025 & @19 B,
HTeTeh! hT TRET e AT, TN HeTEUT Hediche AT IN-eqeehrg ATemait & flaw garume
o GATIT 3TRTAT S saaeatt & At & 3R 3 Jear
e For the first time, NTB reduction is a legally binding obligation.
Tl IR IR-AYehr ATt F FA vk e v & aregely affica o= g
e The politics of trade still talks about tariffs.
SATIR T STt 37ToT 31 Qohl hT Trell el 1

e The economics of trade has already moved on.

o] SATIR T I 3EX 3T ¢ I &

Is India producing more graduates than what the economy can absorb?

| PARLEY

ndia is witnessing an unprecedented
expansion in higher education. Over the
past decade, thousands of new colleges
and universities have been established,
producing millions of graduates every year. Yet
unemployment of the educated remains a
growing concern. Nearly one in three graduates
are unemployed. Is India producing more
graduates than what the economy can absorb?
Rajan Wadhera and O.R.S. Rao discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by M.
lyanaraman. Edited excerpts:

1Is India producing more graduates than the
economy can absorb?

‘0.R.S. Rao: The numbers point to a widening
gap between the growth in graduates and the
growth in jobs. In engineering alone, the
number of graduates has risen sharply over the
past few years while job creation has not kept
pace. Earlier, the IT services sector was the
principal employer of engineering graduates.
‘Today, hiring by IT services firms has slowed
considerably, even though sectors such as
banking and financial services, manufacturing,
defence and space technologies have expanded
their recruitment. The challenge is that these
new opportunities have not grown fast enough
to absorb the increasing number of graduates
entering the labour market.

Asecond issue is the nature of investment.
Much of the recent investment in sectors such as
semiconductors, advanced manufacturing and
technology has been capital-intensive rather
than labour-intensive. As a result, large
investments do not necessarily translate into
proportionate job creation.

Has Al made the problem worse?

‘ORSR: We are in the middle of a major
technological transition. Al is changing the
nature of work much faster than how
educational institutions can adapt. Companies
now want graduates who can work with Al
systems, validate Al-generated outputs,
understand responsible and ethical Al use, and
solve complex problems using technology. Four
'years ago, when many of today’s graduates
entered college, these skills were not widely
discussed. Universities cannot redesign
programmes overnight, and students cannot
acquire entirely new competencies instantly.

As aresult, many graduates are entering a
labour market that demands skills different from
those they were trained for.

Is employability more important than just

19J6.
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Keeping up: Candidates who came for a mega job fair at the Government
Engineering College in Thrissur in 2025. NAJEEB KK.

Jjob creation?

Rajan Wadhera: There is certainly a growing
concern about employability, particularly
among engineering graduates. The problem is
often a mismatch between what is taught and
‘what the industry requires. Students may
graduate with strong academic credentials but
have limited exposure to laboratories,
‘manufacturing environments, teamwork and
real-world problem-solving. When they enter
the industry, employers frequently find that they
need substantial additional training in order to
contribute effectively. Companies run their own
training programmes to bridge this gap. This
‘was far less common a few decades ago.

Has manufacturing failed to create enough
opportunities?

RW: Manufacturing still has considerable
potential, but it too is undergoing profound
change. People often focus on the impact of Al
on software jobs, but manufacturing is also
being transformed by automation, robotics, and
Industry 4.0 systems. Historically, a

number of engineers were employed in
supervisory and operational roles on factory
floors. Today, many of those functions are
automated. Digital manufacturing systems
require fewer people to oversee production
processes. As a result, the number of
engineering jobs generated by manufacturing is
not increasing at the pace many people
expected. Even as factories expand output, they
often require fewer workers and supervisors
than before.

Does that mean the future is one of
‘permanent jobless growth?

RW: [ would not go that far. India’s push towards
self-reliance in sectors such as defence,

o

Students may graduate with strong academic
credentials but have limited exposure to
laboratories, manufacturing environments,
teamwork and real-world problem-solving
RAJAN WADHERA

aerospace and advanced manufacturing is
creating new opportunities. There is increasing
emphasis on domestic design and product
development, and that is encouraging. The
challenge is that automation and digitalisation
are reducing labour requirements even as
industries grow. Therefore, employment growth
may not automatically match economic growth.
This makes it even more important for
educational institutions and industry to work
together. Curricula needs to be aligned much
‘more closely with industry requirements.

Has India focused too much on
manufacturing and too little on innovation?

ORSR: Over many years, India became
increasingly proficient at manufacturing
products designed elsewhere; manufacturing
alone does not create enough opportunities for
highly trained engineers. The real value lies in
research, development and design. Countries
that control intellectual property and
technology create far more opportunities for
engineers than countries that simply
manufacture products. Recent global
developments have reinforced this lesson.
Increasing restrictions on access to critical
technologies such as semiconductors and
strategic components have shown that excessive
dependence on external technologies carries
risks. India therefore needs to invest much more
aggressively in indigenous research, innovation
and product development.

Has India made progress in indigenous
design capabilities?

RW: It would be incorrect to say that India
remains only a manufacturing base. Over the
last decade, companies such as Mahindra and
Tata Motors have developed significant design
and engineering capabilities. Indian engineers
today are designing vehicles, platforms,
transmissions and other complex systems that
would previously have been developed
elsewhere. The issue is not whether these
capabilities exist. The issue is scale. The number
of high-quality engineering graduates being
produced is larger than the number of advanced
R&D and design roles currently available.

Contact Number : 9971932488
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What role should entrepreneurship play?

ORSR: Neither government nor industry can
create enough jobs for every graduate. We need
more graduates to become creators of
enterprises rather than only seekers of
employment. One major challenge is access to
risk capital. Traditional lenders prefer
established businesses and proven revenue
streams. Innovation, however, requires investors
willing to support ideas at an early stage. India’s
startup ecosystem has made significant
progress, but much more needs to be done to
support deep-technology ventures.

What should India focus on in the Al era?

ORSR: India should focus not only on
infrastructure but also on products. There isa
significant need for sovereign Al as nations with
those systems seek to restrict access. Product
companies create intellectual property,
innovation and high-value employment. The
goal should be to develop products not only for
India but for global markets. We should identify
strategic areas where India can become a global
leader. UPI’s success demonstrates that India is
capable of building world-class digital platforms.

‘What needs to change in higher education?

ORSR: Industry-academia collaboration must
become much deeper. Universities cannot
design relevant programmes without industry
participation, and industry cannot expect
job-ready graduates without contributing to
curriculum, internships and skill development.

Looking ahead, what are the priorities?

ORSR: Three priorities stand out. First, India
must significantly increase investment in
research and development. Second, industry
and academia must work together much more
closely. Third, we need a stronger
entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages
innovation and supports risk-taking.

RW: [ would add that India must continue
building indigenous capabilities in design,
engineering and advanced manufacturing. The
opportunities are real, particularly in sectors
such as defence and aerospace. The challenge is
ensuring that education, industry and policy
move in the same direction.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindu.com

Is India producing more graduates than what the economy can absorb?

AT HRA HLSTTEAT TART AT T ST Wbt dTell HEAT A HF FATAH AR FT @
&
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In engineering alone, the number of graduates has risen sharply over the past few years while
job creation has not kept pace.

mmmﬁam@aﬁﬁmﬁmﬁma@ﬁ@& ECICRUCLIES
Hofel 38 1T O A8 96 IR B |

Earlier, the IT services sector was the principal employer of engineering graduates.

qd & a1 WNfAAT Qar 87 HRGITIhT EAlcent i GHqE foraterdr Tl

Today, hiring by IT services firms has slowed considerably, even though sectors such as

banking and financial services, manufacturing, defence and space technologies have
expanded their recruitment.

37T =T Mo et Hufadt garT #cdt 7 Seowsia H 318 §, Teaf™ dfehr ud fadha
Qar3it, FafeaTor, Tam T HaRer Ne v S8 et 3 o1t &7 faedr g3m &

The challenge is that these new opportunities have not grown fast enough to absorb the
increasing number of graduates entering the labour market.

Al I8 ¢ 7o A AT 3aE 4 TR H FdT kel mﬁqq,dg'twdldqoiﬁ{-i&ql F gHAIRT F
& faw qaieq 1fa & A& o1¢ &

Much of the recent investment in sectors such as semiconductors, advanced manufacturing
and technology has been capital-intensive rather than labour-intensive.

3rETaTerRl, 3eaid fAfAHATOT AR et S a1t 7 gret & 3ferenier fAder 4a\-gar gl & gy
Qoil-TermT 38 &

Has Al made the problem worse?

FT FRAH AT F T Y 3 e T 2w

Companies now want graduates who can work with Al systems, validate Al-generated
outputs, understand responsible and ethical Al use, and solve complex problems using
technology.

3T IRUTAT ST AT T Hoh, 3Hh FTRGRN TF ATk 3UANT I GHST Fobh qUT WA Aehr

Fr TErIar ¥ STfee THEAT3IT T AT F Th |

Four years ago, when many of today’s graduates entered college, these skills were not widely
discussed.

IR qY G, TS 3AToT o 3eleh FoAlciehl of HgTAeATerd H YALr fordm T, d 31 Shiereil W a9
T 78T g oY

Universities cannot redesign programmes overnight, and students cannot acquire entirely
new competencies instantly.

Teafdearera 319e) TTaAshT T Teh €1 Ul H TS 7T 9 Hebel, IR BT $1 A AT hlrer
ST FAET T el |

As a result, many graduates are entering a labour market that demands skills different from
those they were trained for.

IRUTAEIET, 3 TATAS VT HH JToTK H TIA FT I & AT 3AY 3T 1A T 3796T Hiar g
TSeTeh foIT 3¢ UiTeTa Aer fovar arr |

Is employability more important than just job creation?

FAT &ae AT FoieT Y JoreA1 # AorTR- A 317t Fgeaqur 2

The problem is often a mismatch between what is taught and what the industry requires.

THETIAT IT: 5 I & 3cTeT g1t & Fob S TgraT ST & 3R 32Tt Y ForT gehR & aplerer A
TGRIHAT gIciT &, 3T THITCA &It &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page28



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Students may graduate with strong academic credentials but have limited exposure to
laboratories, manufacturing environments, teamwork and real-world problem-solving.

O Scepse AaTTOTh SUCTSErl & HIY TATceh 81 Tohdl 8, fohed] 3¢ TANITRMTEN3T, fafaraor aRaer,
AR R TUT AT Sfidet hT AT & FHATTET T HAT 3eT81d BIelT 81

When they enter the industry, employers frequently find that they need substantial additional
training in order to contribute effectively.

ST I 3N F JAA HA &, ol AT Y 91 g A BT & o T Areret 3 o fow
3¢ ATaRepd TfAGTOT AT 3TaTHAT B

Companies run their own training programmes to bridge this gap.

39 R &I Ui & fow Sufaar 3r9e T3 & 9i1e7or SHishd Farfad aidl o

This was far less common a few decades ago.

gﬁsaammugﬁaﬁagawmﬁm%ﬁl

Has manufacturing failed to create enough opportunities?

F1 Rafastor & gt sraer giora w3 & Rwa wr e

People often focus on the impact of Al on software jobs, but manufacturing is also being
transformed by automation, robotics, and Industry 4.0 systems.

AT IT: HTAA FefAAAT & FIFCATT &1F T Al RAT 9T I aTel T I AT shfere el &,
oy FareToT & oY TaremTerer, Aahfees efaTehT 3R el aiteiforer shifer amenfa sronferit
EaRT gRafdd & T &

Digital manufacturing systems require fewer people to oversee production processes.

fefoteer fafarAToT yonfort 7 scurest Tfham3it &l fAaRTT o foT 3r9afihd el Sl

3TaLTHAT BT

Even as factories expand output, they often require fewer workers and supervisors than
before.

FRETET & IcATEA ﬁq@ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁwﬁmﬂﬁﬁ}ﬁ?@ﬁmﬁ
3TaLTRAT ISl |

Does that mean the future is one of permanent jobless growth?

Fa1 35U 7Y I8 § o Afasy Turh QTR A AT #1 ghen?

RW: I would not go that far.

TSTeT ATERT: H ST 31T9T AGT S|

India’s push towards self-reliance in sectors such as defence, aerospace and advanced
manufacturing is creating new opportunities.

T&TT, AT TUT 3oaad [ATHTOT S &35 7 HRT &7 ARG dhY 30 SadT TITH AT T

T GoTeT X TET &1
There is increasing emphasis on domestic design and product development, and that is
encouraging.

mmmmmwm@aﬁm%l

The challenge is that automation and digitalisation are reducing labour requirements even as
industries grow.

eAlcl Ig & foh 3ot o fAedR & Ary-ary Tamere 3R THeeNehior s T aedend HI Ha
WG

Therefore, employment growth may not automatically match economic growth.
AT AR Feier Fad: &1 31T Jeftr & FATT T @ &1 81 Hehll|

This makes it even more important for educational institutions and industry to work together.

SaH O FEATE 3R 3T & v FgAeT AR 3 FgcayuT § AT |
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Curricula needs to be aligned much more closely with industry requirements.

ATGASHAT ST SCAIT T HTARTRATIT o AT el 3Teeh felehedT & AT fohdT ST AT

Has India focused too much on manufacturing and too little on innovation?

wm#ﬁﬁﬂﬁwmaﬁrmwa@wmﬁﬁm%?

ORSR: Over many years, India became increasingly proficient at manufacturing products
designed elsewhere; manufacturing alone does not create enough opportunities for highly
trained engineers.

3R TH. G: 31k I 7 HR 31 3cATGT o [IHIOT 3 377 GaT gr a1 foterent fdAehedet
T &Rt 7 Fr 3715 oY, Shaer fafaaATor srcafss ufdifara sifdzantt & forw gaea 3aax 3cae
&I T

The real value lies in research, development and design.

AREdTdeh Hod AT, e 3R e # HAfgd &

Countries that control intellectual property and technology create far more opportunities for
engineers than countries that simply manufacture products.

St & i fre duer 3R dieafAidhr X fag=er tEd §, 3 hae 3cure AT ke arer geit fr
AT 3 A3 & ToIT hel 31Tk 37aer Fiore 3 g

Recent global developments have reinforced this lesson.

&1l T 3fRaeh TeAT3I of 38 I &I 3R 317 Tuse fRar g |

Increasing restrictions on access to critical technologies such as semiconductors and
strategic components have shown that excessive dependence on external technologies
carries risks.

mwmmmwmﬁﬁawmmﬁwaﬁm%
o amedr sieanfrfenat o srcafte e SifEeget &

India therefore needs to invest much more aggressively in indigenous research, innovation
and product development.

37l TRl hY TASHT JTTHUTH, AR 3R 3cUTe; [aehr 7 el 3118 MTehiAsh §9 § AT il
&I FTRAT R

Has India made progress in indigenous design capabilities?

FIT AR o FaeelY fRFmeqar aTAdHT 7 warfa fr g?

RW: It would be incorrect to say that India remains only a manufacturing base.

TSI ATERT. TG FgeAT 1T 8191 Toh IR Shd ol Ueh [ATHATUT ohg; ST I AT & |

Over the last decade, companies such as Mahindra and Tata Motors have developed
significant design and engineering capabilities.

el Ueh a2reh 7 Afgar 3R erer Aled SiEl Shuferdl o Hgeaqol idieheus AT 3ifergifahr
&TAAIV A fad H &

Indian engineers today are designing vehicles, platforms, transmissions and other complex
systems that would previously have been developed elsewhere.

TS AR IITRIAT aTgat, TAeATcHE A, ATFd-HaR0T JUTerdl AT e SAfee gonforr FHr
HIAFEIAT X IQ 8, ol Igel e G201 7 T frar smar o)

The issue is not whether these capabilities exist.

URET UG 61 & 19 A &THATC AlSlE & AT 761 |

The issue is scale.

e T2 SoToh TAEAR Pl g

The number of high-quality engineering graduates being produced is larger than the number
of advanced R&D and design roles currently available.
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3T I[UTAT Aol JTHAITHRT ToATTehT hT TEAT ATHTT H ST Iooldl T8, faehrey 3R
HiRFHeAT Garell uet hr aear § 31faw gl

What role should entrepreneurship play?

3SITAAT Y FAT AT el Afgw?

ORSR: Neither government nor industry can create enough jobs for every graduate.

IR, T F A AR R & 36T G FoAlcieh & [ gAied SR iotd T Hevel
gl

We need more graduates to become creators of enterprises rather than only seekers of
employment.

§H 3T A 31U AT Tl el TSR TioTal dTell 181, diedh 3GAT T Fololehall dofet
foIT SicaTige et g

One major challenge is access to risk capital.

Teh THE Gl QA Toll a9 qg T &

Traditional lenders prefer established businesses and proven revenue streams.

IR FOTEIAT T sgaamrt 31 TN 3 Gial T araf@edr & &

Innovation, however, requires investors willing to support ideas at an early stage.

fohe] TR o forw QA T erent & JTaeFehelT g1l & St TRTFe7eh TROT # €1 w70 TRt & Jode
T T IR &

India’s startup ecosystem has made significant progress, but much more needs to be done to
support deep-technology ventures.

HRT o Ad3eH TR o SoolTeid T &I &, fohed aTeT e T 3menfie sushat
AL &1 & farw 318 Sgd o foham AT AT &

What should India focus on in the Al era?

FTT JEAFAT & o1 F AR F R TN G S F Afew?

ORSR: India should focus not only on infrastructure but also on products.

HATH. TG HRA I hdel HGETAT I & AT, dfedh 3caar & faehra av ot ea1e higd e
EUY

There is a significant need for sovereign Al as nations with those systems seek to restrict
access.

TTS] HTIA Je AT TONTCIIT T 3T eI ITTRThT &, Fieh Totat 2t o o Tl gomfort § 9
3T T Tgd T WA FHI T A I T &

Product companies create intellectual property, innovation and high-value employment.
3cUTe TR HUTAAT slgften Huer, AR 3R 39-Hed aTel USTIR &l Folel Hlcl g |

The goal should be to develop products not only for India but for global markets.

T&ET hdel HRA & foIT &1 o1, dfedh afaeh IRt & forw 8t 3cure fasnfaa & gl arfgu|
We should identify strategic areas where India can become a global leader.

§ 3T T0TeHITcen 8131 T UgiTe] el dTfRU SRl IR ATRaeh Sicfeaehdl afeT HehdT & |

UPI’'s success demonstrates that India is capable of building world-class digital platforms.

TehTehel $TATCTTeT JUTTCN shT Hhelcll T Terieid il & foh TR faeaear Bioree # fasfaa
T H TeTH B

What needs to change in higher education?

o T8I A AT IREd e+ 82
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e ORSR: Industry-academia collaboration must become much deeper.
I AR.TH. TG: 364197 3R RASTSTa & S Ggaier g1 iR a8y g anfgu]

e Universities cannot design relevant programmes without industry participation, and industry
cannot expect job-ready graduates without contributing to curriculum, internships and skill
development.

3G T HEHITANAT & AT Tareafacarery Yrafeh Tradshd daR s8] & Hevd, 31T 3T o
TSI fAATOT, GTRAETOT-37a TR qUT Shierel fAshr & ARTETeT U foaT ASTITR-TNT TATAhT Sl
319&TT g1 & HebelT|

Looking ahead, what are the priorities?

s ) g W STt a2

e ORSR: Three priorities stand out.
3T, TG et TITASATY (A & F Fgeayot § |

e First, India must significantly increase investment in research and development.
TYH, R T IFTHUTA AR [AFRT F AU T SeelEe g &9 F ST g1 |

e Second, industry and academia must work together much more closely.

efad, 3eer 3R RGTSTTd 1 el 31T [Aeredr & At S 3= g

e Third, we need a stronger entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages innovation and
supports risk-taking.

T, &9 T 31T TR 3eATHAT TR faeh Ria T g1eT St FaraR &I Sicarfed a AR
@A 3T T FAST F

e RW: | would add that India must continue building indigenous capabilities in design,
engineering and advanced manufacturing.

STt TR 3 Ig 7 SSeAT TTgan foh 1Rl bt Jifdehedetr, iR 3R 3aict fafaaior &
YA TSR &TAAT3T T folleX faehrd et A1

e The opportunities are real, particularly in sectors such as defence and aerospace.
37T IEAT H 3UeY &, fwert 161 31 Jafahr S 37 #|

e The challenge is ensuring that education, industry and policy move in the same direction.

Tellclt Ig GiATera et i & o fAatm, segier ik hferar ve & fem & 3met a¢

Industrial Revolution | Key Feature

Industry 1.0 Mechanization using steam power

Industry 2.0 Mass production using electricity

Industry 3.0 Automation using computers and electronics
Industry 4.0 Smart, connected, data-driven systems
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Revised pact with UK. could
save $500 million for Indians

The agreement on social security, effective July 15, will save Indian firms and workers there about

$500 million worth of social security payments they otherwise would have had to pay in the UK.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he agreement on
T social security that
India and the UK.

have signed and that will
come into force on July 15
will save Indian companies
and workers there about
$500 million worth of so-
cial security payments that
they otherwise would have
had to pay in the UK., ac-
cording to sources in the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

The original Agreement
on Social Security, also re-
ferred to as the Double
Contribution Convention
(DCC), was signed in July
2025. It exempted compa-
nies in the UK. from pay-
ing social security for the
temporary Indian workers
they employed for a period
of three years, as long as
they paid social security in
India during that period.

On Wednesday, both go-
vernments announced that
the DCC would come into
effect on July 15 along with
the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA) between In-
dia and the UK.

As per the revised agree-
ment, the social security
exemption limit has now
been increased to five
years, which will cover
about 90-95% of the Indian
workers in the UK. and
stands to significantly re-
duce costs for Indian com-
panies operating in the
U.K. “We have more than
75,000 workers from India

Shot in the arm: There are more than 900 Indian companies at
present operational in the U.K., an official said. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

working in the UK. and
there are more than 900
Indian companies that are
at present operational in
the UK.,” a Commerce Mi-
nistry official explained on
condition of anonymity
since the matter is confi-
dential until July 15.

“On the basis of their
minimum salary levels, the
savings to Indian compa-
nies in the U.K. employing
temporary Indian workers
will come to more than
half a billion dollars,” the
official added.

Imbalances rectified

The issue that had arisen
was that, in the absence of
a DCC, companies employ-
ing Indian workers had to
pay social security for
these workers in India as
well as in the U.K. Most of
these workers were in the
U.K. for up to a period of
five years. However, the
benefits from social securi-
ty in the U.K. accrue only
after 10 consecutive years

of contribution.

“This meant that most
of the Indian workers there
were paying double social
security, and also were not
able to get any benefit from
the U.K. social security sys-
tem,” the official added.
“Now, with the exemption
increased from three to
five years, this covers
about 90-95% of the tem-
porary Indian workers in
the UK”

Companies will need to
obtain a certificate from
the Indian government
confirming that social se-
curity was being paid here,
which they can submit to
the U.K. government in or-
der to avail of the
exemption.

The CETA was also
signed in July last year and
was supposed to be imple-
mented by early May 2026.

However, a fresh UK.
regulation on steel import
tariffs temporarily — which
had not been part of the
CETA negotiations -

brought the trade deal pro-
ceedings to a halt as both
countries scrambled to
find a solution without hav-
ing to redo the CETA itself.

“If you look at this steel
measure in detail, 85% of
our steel exports to the
U.K. was out of this,” a se-
cond official explained.
“Out of about $890 million
of steel export that we do
to the UK., only $137 mil-
lion was getting affected.”

“We have arrived at a
deal on this steel measure,
which has taken care of
our concerns,” they added.
“It was finalised only yes-
terday afternoon [hours
before the deal was an-
nounced]. India will not
lose any market access,
and will have a decent mar-
ket access in the affected
portions. We are satisfied
with the overall deal. We
are happy that our con-
cerns on steel have been
addressed.”

The two officials would
not reveal details of what
concessions India has ob-
tained regarding the steel
tariffs as the matter was
still extremely sensitive for
the U.K., which was still ne-
gotiating with other coun-
tries on the matter.

However, they said that
the leeway granted to India
would be in the form of a
mix of country-specific qu-
otas, residual quotas and
access under authorised-
use schemes.

The details will be avail-
able on July 1, when the
U.K.s tariffs come into ef-
fect.
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19J6. Revised pact with U.K. could save $500 million for Indians
T.%. & w1y wANfa wAglar s & @ 500 A sfe fraaa R aFar §

The agreement on social security, effective July 15, will save Indian firms and workers there
about $500 million worth of social security payments they otherwise would have had to pay
in the U.K.

15 FelT$ & T B1oY ATell WIATISNF &I FHSAIAT HRAT shferdl R agT HRR HRT
HTHRT T SIS 500 TR STer & AATTSTeR FI&T 31T & TITI, SiY 3 IHeTAT L . A
g1 I3 |
The agreement on social security that India and the U.K. have signed and that will come into
force on July 15 will save Indian companies and workers there about $500 million worth of

social security payments that they otherwise would have had to pay in the U.K., according to
sources in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

R 3R, F. SaRT gEATETRC TSR FI&T FHSHAT, SiY 15 ST§ A 9L G, R AT
el 3R F8T PRI AR T @179 500 fAfrTeT Ster & @reforen FRat sporam=r &
ST, ST 3=TUT 3¢ 3. H ST ISdl, VAT A0S T 3SANT HATT o AT o Sar|

The original Agreement on Social Security, also referred to as the Double Contribution
Convention (DCC), was signed in July 2025.

el WA GRAT FHSAAT, f sae FEFAA FeaereT (DCC) 3 gl STl &, Felr$ 2025 H
RGIGEGRERIEIRIEN

It exempted companies in the U.K. from paying social security for the temporary Indian
workers they employed for a period of three years, as long as they paid social security in India
during that period.

SH THSIA & g J, 3. T hulial i dlet a¥ T 37afr deh R AR ARAT HATRAT
fore arenforen et sperarsr & g & 1S o, wer 38 aftr F wRa # wenforen geat & gerare
[ERIEIREE]

On Wednesday, both governments announced that the DCC would come into effect on July
15 along with the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between India
and the U.K.

JUAR I &l TIHRT A DY ¥ & DCC IR $RA-I &, & el q19eh i vd IR
FASANT (CETA) 15 Jel1$ & A1) g1t |

As per the revised agreement, the social security exemption limit has now been increased to
five years, which will cover about 90-95% of the Indian workers in the U.K. and stands to
significantly reduce costs for Indian companies operating in the U.K.

MRS FASH & AR AT GR&T T H AAT I aig I F A 1S 8, Saq g A
FRRT STITHIT 90-95% HARAT AT I o197 AR 3R a8 FRIaG IR Hafaat i aera &
3ol AT 3T

“We have more than 75,000 workers from India working in the U.K. and there are more than
900 Indian companies that are at present operational in the U.K.,” a Commerce Ministry
official explained on condition of anonymity since the matter is confidential until July 15.

“F. . F AR & 75,000 ¥ 3O #fAeF HRI ¢ 3R F87 adA= 7 900 § 7+ sy
Fuferar garfad &1 W &, aIoIeT HATT & Teh 3TTARRT o ATH o SdTey T 1T 9T gl FAih
HHCT 15 S[elTS ofeh M= g

“On the basis of their minimum salary levels, the savings to Indian companies in the U.K.
employing temporary Indian workers will come to more than half a billion dollars,” the official

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

added.
IR A g, “TgTcTe defed TR o YR I IR HRAT HaaRET Y g it arelr

HRAT ST T ST 3T 3R ST & 378 gl

Imbalances rectified
Freqe Y frware

The issue that had arisen was that, in the absence of a DCC, companies employing Indian
workers had to pay social security for these workers in India as well as in the U.K.

AT I8 AN & Dccaxamﬁﬂn?ﬁwmaﬁﬁaﬁﬁgwmmmﬁaﬁwm

3. Sl S1ITE HTHATTTeh GETT ohT Tl el TSlT T

Most of these workers were in the U.K. for up to a period of five years.

SoTH U ITTRRIRT AT b, H JHTUhcA qTe auf oeh o I

However, the benefits from social security in the U.K. accrue only after 10 consecutive years
of contribution.

gTelifeh I 3. F HIHITSTR AT & 13T Sharel SR 10 W eh TNTCTeT &o¥ o TG ITeeT 8l ¢ |

“This meant that most of the Indian workers there were paying double social security, and
also were not able to get any benefit from the U.K. social security system,” the official added.

TTAIRRY & e, “GHeHT 1Y FE AT 1o AR HRAT HaaRY gl AATTSTh FR&TT hr I
Y Tg A 3R T 8 . A AT FRE&TT YOIl A IS 18T Aol +7el e a1 3¢ A"

“Now, with the exemption increased from three to five years, this covers about 90-95% of the
temporary Indian workers in the U.K.”

"3 BT Iafey I it & Fereht I a¥ el & G, . H R ST 90-95% EATA HR A
FHIANY STH IR H 31T ST |
Companies will need to obtain a certificate from the Indian government confirming that social

security was being paid here, which they can submit to the U.K. government in order to avail
of the exemption.

HUTAET T HRT THR A Teh YATOTIS YTC FIAT g1, ST Tg YO I foh FreAtforen e 1
SITCITT $TR T # ToRaT SIT T6T &, 3R 38 T ITed FaA & fAIT . THR Rl TEICT FohaT ST Fham|

Pl
The CETA was also signed in July last year and was supposed to be implemented by early

May 2026.
CETAwsﬂﬁaﬁaérsﬁéﬁmmgtr?}sﬂTs@aézozaaﬁraowmaa;w]ﬁmmml

However, a fresh U.K. regulation on steel import tariffs temporarily — which had not been
part of the CETA negotiations — brought the trade deal proceedings to a halt as both
countries scrambled to find a solution without having to redo the CETA itself.

gTclifeh SEUT AT Yo W HATAd I, . & Teh T [327H, St CETA ardiat &1 fewam w1t ar, ¥
HEARAT §9 F SATIR FASHT 1 9T 1 Ve f&am 21T Gt §2r CETA H dgend farw for
AT sl A ¢ 7|

“If you look at this steel measure in detail, 85% of our steel exports to the U.K. was out of
this,” a second official explained.

Teh g TSN & e, “ITe 58 SEATH 3UTT ! FaEdR 8 38, AT F,3. 1 glel arel §AR 85%
EEATd T 398 aeX o1

“Out of about $890 million of steel export that we do to the U.K., only $137 million was
getting affected.”

"I . Y glet dTel FAITe7eT 890 FATRRIT STer & s¥uTel vl 3 & aharer 137 fATATeT ster wenfaa
ECRIK

“We have arrived at a deal on this steel measure, which has taken care of our concerns,” they
added.
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3ogiel T, “FH FH FTA 3T TR Uh FAHA T IET 7T E, TSt g fRIemsit 1 Frenet 2
fear gl

“It was finalised only yesterday afternoon [hours before the deal was announced]. India will
not lose any market access, and will have a decent market access in the affected portions.
We are satisfied with the overall deal. We are happy that our concerns on steel have been
addressed.”

S0 el aTTER & 3o w9 feram v 2| 1R e off STSIR o Y AT @ree 3R oA et
# off T ST9R q§u STTT TWITT| & 38 Fod Tl @ Hse 8| g4 TRl § o seured deref
gAY RT3 1 T X AT I=AT RN

The two officials would not reveal details of what concessions India has obtained regarding
the steel tariffs as the matter was still extremely sensitive for the U.K., which was still
negotiating with other countries on the matter.

et STt o SEATd gesh TR AR @1 fFel Rt &1 faawer ade & R i fear
Fifer Ig fawr 3130 8 .o, & TAT 3T HaeaAeler § 31X a8 58 AT W =g a2l & o
T T W@

However, they said that the leeway granted to India would be in the form of a mix of country-
specific quotas, residual quotas and access under authorised-use schemes.

gTolifeh 3ogiot T foh ST a1 AT 15 B qur-RAfdse #ier, Jraflse et qur sifdga suhr
ASTAT3HT & TE TET 0T H T H M

e The details will be available on July

certainly have to boost imports, as its domestic

I I’Ol”l 01’6 S€€S a ;nud;srﬁ;vgggxiuﬂ?ﬁghtgnrg?gisﬁcﬁﬁem 1, when the U.K.’s tariffs come into effect.

to be economically viable.

There is also optimism that Southeast Asian 30_-[ m =) fa'aTUT 1 Tgﬂ'lé' aaéf 3TclsY]

brig h t fu t u re, countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia and

Thailand will build more steel capacity as their ;
BT, ST 3. & Yoeh oflI] gial |

economies continue to industrialise, and these

but green steel iz imoimmoimno,

Baatar told the Singapore Iron Ore and Steel

L ] N "
mdustry fades Forum thtthere 3 looming uppy gap f 650

Higher exports: India exported 28.62 MT of iron ore in
2025 against imports of 13.87 MT. K.R. DEEPAK

The figure accounts for new mines such as the

120 million ton-per-year Simandou project in .

Guinea, which is inthe process of staringup. — 19J6. Iron ore sees a bright future,
However, Rio expects that the pace of new .

mine development will not match the loss of tons b ut g reen Steel n d u Stry fad es

as mines reach the end of life.

Another factor supporting miners such as Rio, mg’ m T ﬂﬁw Ioodd ﬁ‘@?ﬂ

which is the world’s largest producer of iron ore,
is that most of the new steel capacity being built
in Asia uses the traditional bast furnacehasic @, ‘ol [oheT GINT SEIT 3T Y THF
oxygen furnace (BF-BOF) method of production. s
This method is proven and cost effective, but
also highly polluting, as it relies on metallurgical m qg @ %
coal. Steel-making accounts for about 8% of
global carbon emissions, making decarbonisation
vital to reach climate ambitions of net zero by

2050. But while miners and steel makers are keen i The most perSiStently bullish part of

to talk about decarbonising their operations,the  the commodities sector in recent years
reality is that they are really only going after

o5 I Econamy, . . | some low-hanging fruit with plans to increase has been metals associated with the energy
Reuters efficlencles and use higher-grade fran ore. transition, such as copper, lithium and
SINGAPORE Green shoots fade rare earth elements.

3 " Any real effort to meaningfully reduce emissions .
ThelmosHpErsSEmRyIMIpaioftic involves switching from coal to hydrogen as a m 33 a‘Gﬁ' ﬁ mﬁa lﬂ'il' Cil m ISEISIRS

commodities sector in recent years has been
metals associated with the energy transition,

reductant, and renewable electricity as a power

such as copper, lithium and rare earth elements. source. But 5o far very little capital has been W Eoll Eﬁf drell %WT ﬁ‘f HehHOT ?r EJ,?

Iron ore miners want their product to be

added to the list.

allocated to producing green steel.

Zhong Shaoliang, the deputy secretary general Sl T?»' %— a@— a-ia-r ﬁﬁw 3‘ﬁT gﬂ-ﬂ- W
2 1 L

of the World Steel Association, told the Singapore

Strong demand growth for steel in South and Green Steel Forum on Wednesday that only $20

Southeast Asia will keep demand for the raw
material robust, and more than outweigh

billion has been invested in supporting green dedl|
steel production.

declining production in China and the Western This has led to an expected capacity of 70.8 e Iron ore miners want their product to

world. That was the consensus view at this week’s

million tons of green steel production by 2030, be added to the list

industry gathering in Singapore. the bulk of it in Europe.

However, the optimism of iron ore miners Given that global steel production i ted .
wasn’t replicated by advocates of decarbonising iven that global steel production is expec ‘_"ﬁg 3gEh Eﬁa; d IE;EI % ﬁ; W 3c4Iq a'?r

to be closingin on 2 billion tons a year by 2030,

the industry, with a shift away from seeing green the planned green steel output is less than 4% of '
steel as the great hope due to the bitter the total. The problem is that there is no global sﬂ' 3-\‘:{ B\iﬁ- ﬁl’ Q"ﬁ?’r ﬁ')_q'l' ST |

realisation that it will be enormously costly. standard for green steel, and carbon taxes such .
Governments currently lack the will to as the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism in e Strong demand growth for steel in

legislate, regulate and incentivise a switch from Europe aren’t widespread enough to drive a i i

i e AL sion sl e aeopread enoue South and Southeast AS.I a will keep

energies. The bullish mood in iron ore is largely The current cost of producing steel usingthe - demand for the raw material robust, and

built around forecasts that India will increase its BF-BOF method is around $400 a ton, according

steel production from around 168 million metric to the World Steel Association data presented this

tons a year currently to around 400 million tons week.

by 2035. However, using renewable hydrogen and L =
India is a small net exporter of iron ore, with electricity lifts thecost to between $500 and $850 '_" Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
exports 0f28.62 million tons in 2025 balanced a ton, depending on the location of production.
against imports of 13.87 million tons, according to The only way to close that gap is for
data compiled by commodity analysts Kpler. governments to regulate in favour of green steel,
If India does more than double steel either by taxing more polluting methods or by

production in the nextl0 years, it would almost subsidising less carbon-intensive production.
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more than outweigh declining production in China and the Western world.

gidror 31 gaToT-qd v 3 T T AT AT JET FT A T AT B HAFA ToATT WA
3R ofier T afRast g2t 7 ged Icatee Fr RUTS T oY 31T wera Sreie |

That was the consensus view at this week’s industry gathering in Singapore.

58 HedTg R & 3maford 3eier aFies 7 g1 A FeAfa W

However, the optimism of iron ore miners wasn’t replicated by advocates of decarbonising

the industry, with a shift away from seeing green steel as the great hope due to the bitter
realisation that it will be enormously costly.

gTolifeh dilg 3rEe WiTTeh! T A JRATATE 3CATT & FINAAFASOT o TSR H AGT 1o,
Fifer g SEITT 1 T3 3FHIG & T H WA 1 GISCHIVT $H Hzdl odTs & HRUT TG 16T &
o g 3rcaftres Agam grem|

Governments currently lack the will to legislate, regulate and incentivise a switch from making
steel with coal to using renewable energies.

TIAT F TIHRT H P TR STATT 3cUTeT T AR FAT IR SedresT T 37
el & T Siele FeiTet, fAfoas e it 3R WicHTget Sot hr gdTed geaT 18l ¢

The bullish mood in iron ore is largely built around forecasts that India will increase its steel
production from around 168 million metric tons a year currently to around 400 million tons
by 2035.

cilg 31T T A FRRIcHS Al FTT T A 3 oAl I IR & o R 3797 3ETA
3T TIHTA & AT 168 AT Mfeew et T Fgrt 2035 d% 400 AT =1 T Sam|

India is a small net exporter of iron ore, with exports of 28.62 million tons in 2025 balanced
against imports of 13.87 million tons, according to data compiled by commodity analysts
Kpler.

FANTSE TALeITeh FT & JHTehgl & HTHR, HR olig 37IEeh T Teh BIeT Yy fAdTd ¢, STel
2025 # 28.62 faferae & T2 & el 13.87 faferae &= 3mand g3l

If India does more than double steel production in the next 10 years, it would almost certainly
have to boost imports, as its domestic industry would be unable to mine sufficient quantities of
ore with high enough iron content to be economically viable.

e R 3aTel 10 8T SEUTT ScuTeet 1 AT I 37T T &, Tl S SaTstaT fA e & &
3T FGTAT TSI, & Teh 3HehT EXe] 36T TATC 3T ollg-HIHT aTel 31 1 Y &9 8

e TR X Telel afe] Y aTaam|

There is also optimism that Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia and
Thailand will build more steel capacity as their economies continue to industrialise, and these
will largely depend on imported iron ore.

Ig 3 3% & o gfavor-gd ofens Ser S fraraer, SRR 3 adels st farheor
STRY Tgt & T JTeeh ST &THT e et 3R F FTTd: AT oilg 3r3eeh W 38R
W&

Rio Tinto Chief Commercial Officer Bold Baatar told the Singapore Iron Ore and Steel
Forum that there is a looming supply gap of 650 million tons of iron ore by 2035.

R e & ey oo s dies AR AR 3rRe 3R s ¥ ORA & Sl &
2035 de ditg 3ra%ah 1 3mafc 7 650 fAfTer &or T 5l 311e arelt B

The figure accounts for new mines such as the 120 million ton-per-year Simandou project
in Guinea, which is in the process of starting up.

58 3eTAT & felt hr 120 AfeT eor afer o averar arelt Ryaig aRerar Sid =78 weret = off
AMTAE foham IraT &, SiY & B T Ifshar A 8

However, Rio expects that the pace of new mine development will not match the loss of tons
as mines reach the end of life.

gretifen R o1 H1TaT & o6 578 @erat & frera Y a1fdy, quieh wereit o AT gl & glet arelr
3cUTC glfey T TS T8l s 9Tuaiy|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e Another factor supporting miners such as Rio, which is the world’s largest producer of iron
ore, is that most of the new steel capacity being built in Asia uses the traditional blast
furnace-basic oxygen furnace (BF-BOF) method of production.

R S @fAst & gaT & U 37 FRE I8 ¢ foh i 7 s faa v s 1@ 31 a8 seara
&THAT TRUR S Bed - ATFsTeT BAw (BF-BOF) Teifal T 3u2er iy 8

e This method is proven and cost effective, but also highly polluting, as it relies on
metallurgical coal.

Ig ueH el Fger 3N emard warrd 8, oifhet ermqareita wrrer o) 38R et & ROt 3rcafere
TENUTERY T B

e Steel-making accounts for about 8% of global carbon emissions, making decarbonisation
vital to reach climate ambitions of net zero by 2050.

ST 3cT1e JTRaeh STeeT ScHolsT Shl oI 8% fFEAT &, SATAT 2050 g AS-ARY 8T Iied
et & TAIT RIS FTehoT el ITILTh ¢ |

e But while miners and steel makers are keen to talk about decarbonising their operations, the
reality is that they are really only going after some low-hanging fruit with plans to increase
efficiency and use higher-grade iron ore.

gTellich Wioteh 3R SEUT TAATAT 39T IREATTAT Y HTeeTeercl Telled hT Tl Il &, oot
ATl Ig & 7o & 378f) Sharel ZaTalT ToTl 3R 3T J[UTaT aTel dile 378Eeh & 3UT S
38T AT 39T o) €T & T8 &

Green shoots fade

e Any real effort to meaningfully reduce emissions involves switching from coal to hydrogen as
a reductant, and renewable electricity as a power source.

3chold H aredfae R T FHAT ol & fOT IS & TATH W FISSSIoT I IS TAUT
Ao fasTelt T Fo1T i & § F 379111 3aTH ¢

e But so far very little capital has been allocated to producing green steel.
QfeheT 319 T §RET FEUT 3Te & AT Tgd A Lol 3dfed H S &

e Zhong Shaoliang, the deputy secretary general of the World Steel Association, told the
Singapore Green Steel Forum on Wednesday that only $20 billion has been invested in
supporting green steel production.

frea s¥uTar Wur & 39 Hgrafaa FHieT 3iforT 7 JEAR FHr R e T BT 3 TR 6
gﬁawmﬁwﬁaéﬁ%ﬁvwwﬁzomﬁmwﬁm@m%l

e This has led to an expected capacity of 70.8 million tons of green steel production by 2030,
the bulk of it in Europe.

8% IRUTAETET 2030 deh 70.8 AT & gRd ST IcdTes &THdT §eiel &l 371G §,
forerenT 31ferehier feear A9 & g

e Given that global steel production is expected to be closing in on 2 billion tons a year by
2030, the planned green steel output is less than 4% of the total.

Yfeh ARG SEUTT 3cUTeeT 2030 T 2 mmqﬁa&%ﬁaﬁaﬁ@mﬂa%‘,sﬂﬁa
TSIt gR AT Scutet Fel 1 4% & 8t FA &

e The problem is that there is no global standard for green steel, and carbon taxes such as the
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism in Europe aren’t widespread enough to drive a
meaningful shift to green steel.

THEAT I5 ¢ 6 §Ra 3¥1a & v 15 3Tae Ates 7161 ¢ 3N JUT 1 FaT 1S wsaeede
HAFATH S FreeT FT gonforar 3ref st 3T 76 & o R sTara v 3R A1k deara o
qh|
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e The current cost of producing steel using the BF-BOF method is around $400 a ton,
according to the World Steel Association data presented this week.

3 HCATE T [d ST T o 3Hiehsl & 3HTHR BF-BOF Fetfd ¥ STUTA ScdTet ol deialet
ST STITHIT 400 STk A & B

e However, using renewable hydrogen and electricity lifts the cost to between $500 and
$850 a ton, depending on the location of production.

gTetifeh sTdIeIoi grgsierer 3R fasrell & 3UANT & ST oleTd dgah 500 & 850 sTelk Ui &
o drer Ig T STIel &, ST Scures TTe W fofsik el B

e The only way to close that gap is for governments to regulate in favour of green steel, either
by taxing more polluting methods or by subsidising less carbon-intensive production.

SH ST 3 &Y A el T ThATT dlieT T8 & T T g seara & g & Sfaera
gEAETT &Y, AT Y 31T JENUTHRY fAfRT oX T ofeTTehy 3712t & Flelel-3T6eT Sculaet ol AieHs

S|
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Telegram has evolved into
new dark web, govt. tells HC

Centre says the platform is used by cybercriminals, exam paper leak operators; Delhi High Court

questions the platform-wide ban as it hears Telegram’s challenge; it reserves judgment for Friday

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Thursday
submitted before

the Delhi High Court that
the messaging platform Te-
legram had evolved into
the “new dark web”, argu-
ing that its architecture
and privacy features had
made it a preferred tool for
cybercriminals, fraud net-
works, extremist and ter-
ror groups, and operators
involved in examination
paper leaks.

The government’s sub-
missions relied heavily on
an Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (14C)
assessment that the plat-
form was a growing hub for
illicit online activity. The
government has restricted
access to the platform
ahead of the June 21 NEET
re-examination.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre during the hear-
ing on Telegram’s petition
challenging the temporary
ban imposed till June 22
under Section 69A of the
Information Technology
Act, 2000, told the court
that the enterprise behind
the messaging app had

Telegram on trial

The messaging platform contests restrictions
imposed under Section 69A of the IT Act

Telegram’s stand

® Used by cybercriminals, fraud networks, u Centre fails to
extremist groups, and exam leak operators  justify emergency

powers or a
L] Fa_lls tp act L] _Features can be platform-wide ban
againstillegal misused to falsely -
and suspicious portray exam papers u Specific content
channels as leaked and trigger  can be blocked
despite repeated law-and-order instead of restricting
requests concerns the entire platform

been repeatedly asked to
proactively monitor and
curb illegal and suspicious
channels on the platform.
However, the company
failed to take any meaning-
ful action, he said.

“Telegram has become
the new dark web, linking
threat actors. Criminals
have rapidly adopted Tele-
gram to post links on chan-
nels that connect to dark
web forums through deep
web links, making it hard
for authorities to track and
attribute  criminals,” he
said.

Senior advocate Dhruv
Mehta, appearing for Tele-
gram, said the government
had failed to justify the use
of emergency powers and
had not demonstrated why

specific content could not
be blocked, instead of dis-
abling access to the entire
platform. “The order says
itis in the interest of the so-
vereignty and integrity of
India. An examination like
NEET will affect the sove-
reignty and integrity of In-
dia?” he asked.

A Bench of Justice Tejas
Kataria scrutinised the go-
vernment’s justification for
a platform-wide restric-
tion, even as it acknow-
ledged concerns about ex-
am  malpractice  and
cybercrime. “How can we
stop the rights of 150 mil-
lion people just because
one set of citizens are ap-
pearing in examinations?”
he said while hearing sub-
missions from both sides.

The judgment has been
reserved for Friday.

The Centre’s affidavit al-
so details how Telegram is
allegedly used by cyber
threat actors to coordinate
attacks, distribute mal-
ware, and facilitate finan-
cial crime. It is alleged that
Telegram channels host
marketplaces for rented
and mule bank accounts
used in money laundering
and cyber fraud. Such
channels enable criminals
to exchange information
on bank accounts, UPI
handles, and cryptocur-
rency conversion mechan-
isms while, due to the in-
terface, it remains difficult
for the police to track them
because new channels
emerge continuously.

To support its claims,
the Centre pointed to a
sharp rise in cybercrime
complaints linked to Tele-
gram. Data placed before
the court show that com-
plaints on the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal involving Telegram
rose from 75,688 in 2023 to
2.75 lakh in 2025, with
fraud amounts crossing
¥3,000 crore in 2025.

ON SECTION 69A
» PAGE 4

19J6. Telegram has evolved into a new dark web, govt. tells HC

WHR A 3T AT H IdTAT fF SohITH T T 316 99 & T A [{efaag Sy ar g1

e The Union government on Thursday submitted before the Delhi High Court that the
messaging platform Telegram had evolved into the “new dark web”, arguing that its
architecture and privacy features had made it a preferred tool for cybercriminals, fraud
networks, extremist and terror groups, and operators involved in examination paper
leaks.

F% TR o THAN 1 Rredlt 350 ~amrerd 3 TAaT S RT3 6der dar 79 el v
YR A “FIT 3T a9 o7 AT § | AXHR T deh AT foh ST AT 3R MIeiraar daefr
faQrarsit = 53 W e, e Aeaw, 3uard) va srawaTdY wagt TUT e yeAT
i & SIS HTelohi T THEIET ATEH FaT feram &1

o The government’s submissions relied heavily on an Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C) assessment that the platform was a growing hub for illicit online activity.

IR T Eellel HTT T W HRART IFa IHRTY FH-aT g & 3 TeholeT U JTEMRA o,
foreay 3 A9 & 313y AHiaarseT AR & Ted F5 & w9 & Rfeea frar = o)
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“Telegram has become the new dark web, linking threat actors. Criminals have rapidly
adopted Telegram to post links on channels that connect to dark web forums through deep
web links, making it hard for authorities to track and attribute criminals,” he said.

3ogleY T, “CHTH AT 31% AT 7 AT ¥, AT RAReT @y 3eqeeT FeT arer dedl Y AT @ R
ITRTef arEeT A9 HIFAT F AT F 3Tk A7 HAl F F3A TTd ol Wrow I & v gwdr A @
YT HT @ &, T 3rqftrat 1 gar e 3 3R ggure TRa 31 HieeT &) Far g

Senior advocate Dhruv Mehta, appearing for Telegram, said the government had failed to
justify the use of emergency powers and had not demonstrated why specific content could
not be blocked, instead of disabling access to the entire platform.

NI T 3R & 3T afes srftraerar ya dgar 2 we1 [ TWaR marawreia afFaat s
3T Y 3T SgMe 7 fathel W & 3R Ig 6T ST Fehl foh QX H &l dg; Tl oh ol haol
faferse @Y S &t &1 3ra%eyr fondT ST HehaT 2|

“The order says it is in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India. An examination
like NEET will affect the sovereignty and integrity of India?” he asked.

Sgiel 9eaT foha, “3meer # et a1 @ o 7@ R iy wwerar AR sr@sar & a7 ¥ Far el
T §E Tarer T St giet s Y wegar 3R srEsar F genfaa Fafe?”

“How can we stop the rights of 150 million people just because one set of citizens are
appearing in examinations?” he said while hearing submissions from both sides.

el et T greliel Feicl §U Seeied hel, “§H Hae gafaT 15 FO3 AT F IFAFRT F HA AF
Hha & FAIfF AR T Tk aef qdietr & afEafad o @1 8?”

It is alleged that Telegram channels host marketplaces for rented and mule bank accounts
used in money laundering and cyber fraud.

Ig RIT FaTTT 3107 § Fo earmaT & ATeg#Al oX fardr oX 3ueretr 3% @rat ik Fyater 3% @t
T STIR BT &, TIeTehT 3TN &7 2iteret 31X Agay enaers) & fovar Srar g1

Such channels enable criminals to exchange information on bank accounts, UPI handles,
and cryptocurrency conversion mechanisms while, due to the interface, it remains difficult
for the police to track them because new channels emerge continuously.

U ATAH I o do T, TG ST TgHTT HebeTeh! AT TSI FeT FATOT =t &
HeTAITT ST AT 3 H FETH FolTcl & | FHel hT LT 3 hROT GIH o T getent et ofarmar
FI ST §T T§dT &, F1h AT ATETH TRAR 39 B &

Data placed before the court show that complaints on the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal involving Telegram rose from 75,688 in 2023 to 2.75 lakh in 2025, with fraud
amounts crossing ¥3,000 crore in 2025.

=TT & THET TEd 371ehs! o 3TTAR, I Aga IRy Rféar aéer o el &
Hafad Rl 6 G&ar a¥ 2023 & 75,688 T d¢h a¥ 2025 H 2.75 A1 g 315, SAdfh
LrETerst i AR a¥ 2025 # 3,000 FAF TIF F I7AF &1 TS|
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Beyond ‘depression’ and ‘anxiety’
how young Adivasis describe distress

s, the ¢«

begin to appear silent’

Sachin Barbde
Christianez Ratna Kiruba

umbi, a tall, muscular
teenager, walks silently
outside his village, which
consists of about 70 houses,
mostly of the Adivasi Ho community, in
Jharkhand. He lost his father when he was
in Class 5. Now 16, and as an elder brother
to three siblings, he has to both study and
provide economic support to the family.

For Dumbi, football had earlier been a
major source of joy. Friends regularly
invited him to matches in nearby villages.
But over time, he stopped playing almost
entirely. The burden of caring for the
family at the age of 15 made him sullen
and withdrawn, and also led to his habit
of drinking locally-brewed liquor, as a
coping mechanism.

Mental health is gaining ground in our
everyday conversations, thanks to
increased awareness, battles to beat
stigma and a growing number of people
with lived experience who are talking
about it. The people at the forefront of
these conversations, however, remain
primarily urban-centric and from

socio-economic groups. Young
people from Adivasi communities remain
missing from most of these

rural Adivasi bk)cls of. Jh.’lr‘khand found
that 12%

India has the largest population of
indigenous communities in the world.
And yet, information about the mental
health of these communities is scarce.

Globally, mental health problems affect
nearly one in seven adolescents aged
10-19 years, with anxiety, depression, and
behavioural disorders among the most
common conditions. India has one of the
world's largest adolescent populations,
but mental health support for young
people remains deeply inadequate. The
2015-16 National Mental Health Survey
estimated that 7% of adolescents aged
13-17 years, experience mental health
problems, though most are unlikely to
receive any formal care.

Deep inequities
Evidence from rural and Adivasi
communities in mental health research
remains remarkably limited despite these
communities constituting around 9% of
India’s population. What makes this
lacuna even more concerning is that

emotional or behavioural d:sm»ss.
These numbers, however, reveal only
part of the story.

Poverty and mental health

For many young Adivasi people, family
responsibilities b(‘g‘m at an early age.
Financial insecurity is the norm rather
than the exception. The most basic of
needs including clothing and school costs
are difficult to meet, a reality that Adivasi
children understand from a very young
age. But this premature awareness
frequently comes at the cost of
adolescence itself, quietly compressing
what should be a carefree period with
constant worry, restraint, and emotional
burdens they are inadequately prepared
for. When this is compounded by the loss
of one or both parents, it often places

ties, and a growing sense of disconnection
from both village and city life.

Yet distress is not always expressed in
‘ways recognised by formal mental health
systems.

In recent work with Adivasi
adolescents in rural Jharkhand,
researchers found that young people,
caregivers, teachers, and community
health workers often described distress
through local idioms, bodily complaints,
silence, irritability, social withdrawal, or

t 7% of adolescents aged 13-17 years, experience mental health problems. PHOTO: SETUWORKS.

most young people spend ume oumdv
villages on their smartphones ."

This reflects the weakening of informal
spaces where emotions, identity,
memory, and belonging were once shared
collectively.

India’s response to mental health among
Adivasi youth cannot be limited to
expanding psychiatric services into rural
areas, though accessible care remains

changes in behaviour rather than essentil. A more meaningful response
iatric labels such as "or | requires
“anxiety”. spaces, reducing social and economic

“This has important implications.

Expression of distress

Mental health systems frequently assume
that emotional suffering will present itself
in clinically recognisable forms. But in
gclany r\dl\ms-l communities, distress may

under i emotional and
psychological stress.
‘What appears in these children

externally as “maturity” is often chronic
anxiety and emotional exhaustion. These

di tinue o face
deep social, economic, environmental,
and health inequities, with the most
affected being young people.

‘The available research suggests that the
burden may be substantial and widely
neglected. A survey among Adivasi
adolescents in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and
Meghalaya reported a 16% prevalence of
mental disorders, more than double the
national estimate for adolescents.
Another survey among adolescent girls in

rarely enter formal mental
health statistics and go

through stories,
metaphors, behaviour, or withdrawal
from social llfe When pmfessloﬂa]s fail to

themselves begm to appear ‘silent’.

The problem, therefore, is not merely
that Adivasi youth do not seek help. It is
also that syst ften do not know how

unrecognised by
Y , but they shape the 1
worlds of Adivasi adolescents every day.
Migration intensifies this burden.
Seasonal migration has long existed

to hear them.
‘There is another quiet transformation
taking place in villages: the erosion of

among Adivasi s a response
to chronic poverty and land insecurity.
‘What often remains invisible are the
emotional costs of this transition:
loneliness, uncertainty, grief, interrupted
education, substance use, fractured social

paces. Ajay, a young
community facilitator in one village from
Jharkhand, reflected recently that earlier,
evenings were spent sitting with elders,
listening to stories and experiences. “That
was our learning space,” he said. “Now

precarity, listening to local languages of
distress, and creating systems where they
can speak without fear or shame.

Mental health among Adivasi youth is
not only a medical concern. It is also a
question of dignity, justice, cultural
continuity, and whether young people are
allowed to imagine a future beyond
survival.

Until India learns to pay heed to these
quiet forms of suffering, many a youth
like Dumbi will continue walking silently
at the margins of our collective attention.

With inputs from Yadav Leyangi, Pankaj
Pan, Savitri Banra and Kamala Pan.

(Dr. Sachin Barbde is a public health
physician working with Adivasi
communities in Jharkhand on
«community-led mental health initiatives.
sachin.ekjut@gmail.com; Dr. Christianez
Ratna Kiruba is an internal medicine
physician and a freelance health journalist
based in Guwahati, Assam.
christianezdennis@gmail.com )

THE GIST
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People at the forefront of
conversations on mental
health remain primarity
urban-centric and from
privileged socio-economic
groups. Young people from
Adivasi communities remain
missing from most of these
conversations

-

For many young Adivasi
people, family responsibilties
begin at an early age. Financial
insecurity is the norm rather
than the exception. The most
basic of needs including
clothing and school costs are
difficult to meet

-

Amore meaningful response
requires strengthening
community spaces, reducing
social and economic precarity,
listening to local languages of
distress, and creating systems.
where they can speak without
fear or shame

19J6. Beyond ‘depression’ and ‘anxiety’: how young Adivasis describe
distress

‘Fraare’ 3R Rar & 3w gar snfear el Afie dist ) frw yeR sgFa F 8

e Dumbi, a tall, muscular teenager, walks silently outside his village, which consists of about 70
houses, mostly of the Adivasi Ho community, in Jharkhand.

S, Teh ofaT 3R AT fohelY, STRES # U 319=1 I11a & S16T Joard =eiell &, Sraer samster
70 EX & 31K STgl 3TRrehier Sler feare 8 WoerT & ety TWd 8|

e The burden of caring for the family at the age of 15 made him sullen and withdrawn, and also
led to his habit of drinking locally-brewed liquor, as a coping mechanism.

15 a¥ 1 31g H TRAR T SGIHTST T ST 38 3e 3R T Fa11 717, 3R 38 38
gRIEAfIIT & fFues & fow T &9 F ATAT eRe diet &1 311ed 87 [ashiad g 75|

¢ India has the largest population of indigenous communities in the world.
AR 3 faed T Fedt 931 Taeeh wHert i Saaear fHar i g |

e The 2015-16 National Mental Health Survey estimated that 7% of adolescents aged 13-17
years, experience mental health problems, though most are unlikely to receive any formal
care.

2015-16 & ASET ATATHE FILT AT & T8RN, 13-17 T8 3 91 & 7% iR AR
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TATELY THEATHT T HTe7d Y &, T T T 3oTeT I JHTerehier 1 fordll Jepr 1 sirorenen Swsirer
TR T GHTTAT AT gl

A survey among Adivasi adolescents in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and Meghalaya reported a
16% prevalence of mental disorders, more than double the national estimate for adolescents.

o, affrerarg 3R Aurera & snfeard freRt o) e 910 ven weferor F Al fawRT A
16% SATIHAT Gor &1 1S, ST heiRT o forT Idrr Jreprer & Qe & off 31feres ¢

19J6. Children with vitiligo deserve freedom from stigma and the burden of
misinformation

fafefaat ¥ wenfaa s=at # o 3R amwF TFER F AT F AT Ao T

Yet, for thousands of children living with vitiligo — a chronic condition where patches of skin
tend to lose pigment — this is a reality.

e o, fafefo & M3 goiRt st & forw — St ven ol Reufa ¢ o ae caen s o
feEdt &1 LeTeed A g STdT & — Ig U aredidehdi gl

Vitiligo is a medically harmless, non-contagious condition.

R Riftserda gfe & gierfzd 3R R -wme Fuf &)

Misunderstandings and stigma about it, however, persist.

gTelifen, sﬂ%mﬁaﬁﬁmmmsﬁaﬁrgﬁl

Children suffering from vitiligo tend to be very conscious of their appearance at an early age.
fafefoen & ifsa a2 #5o 3 @ &1 319e aTed TR & 9 IrATIF FoteT 1 A B

Adolescents are significantly more vulnerable as during their teenage years, they are more
susceptible to concerns of appearances, belonging and acceptance.

TR FAAY T I 31T Tdgaa2Nel ald & FAITh frRTaEdT & 3 18l 9, 3197 3T arAfas
TR TcT & ST Feicm3ii o fer 31fereh gemmfae giat €1

What needs to change
FYT dgole T ATTYHAT &

The condition is often assumed to be caused by poor hygiene or believed to be contagious:
neither fact is true.

3TFR Ig AT AT & o T8 AT T Taeadr & SRt gIdT § AT T§ TS g, STo1h SoTe &
F1S Y 1T T TS B

Simple initiatives inside the classroom can make a difference, as when children understand
that vitiligo is an autoimmune disease and poses no health risk to others, the stigma and fear

related to it will reduce substantially.

FeTT & R fopw a0 TXer wamw 8t s571 IRad off T &, FiTh oId 9= Jg FHSTA & [
fafe e veh wa-ufeRed (97 & 31K S0 qERT o TarELT FY IS TR 7S §, A A 3T Feleh
3R 977 FTHN &€ T HA g ST

Teachers and parents play an important role here in identifying signs of emotional distress,
declining academic performances or reluctance to attend school.

HIGTTcHS HHC oh Hehdl!, A&TT0Th T i 7 RRTac 3rerar Rigarery s # ifercoT $r ggarT
e A a7 AR 31f3sTash AgcaquT a1ffenT fved &1
The true burden of vitiligo is rarely found in the skin itself: it is found in the silent stigma that

children face. Our collective goal must be that no child feels different, or less worthy, due to
the skin they live in.
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GHART TTHgeh oleT T gleTl dNgU foh ohis oY STeaT 3ai caraT & HROT TG T 37erdT AT HHA
HedaT Aeqad o HY| Fafefom @1 aredfas disT amag & F37 dhae caar 7 GEs &ar g, a8 39
FieT ot 7 TR QYT & ForaenT Tt 92 ot £

Vitiligo

e Vitiligo is a chronic skin condition in which white patches appear on the skin due to the loss of
melanocytes, the cells that produce the pigment melanin responsible for skin, hair, and eye color.

Why is it Called an Autoimmune Disease?

In vitiligo:

In an autoimmune disorder, the body's immune system mistakenly attacks its own healthy cells.

The immune system wrongly identifies melanocytes as harmful.
It attacks and destroys these pigment-producing cells.
As melanocytes disappear, the affected areas lose their color and become white.

~p e 3 LN DU

Lopsided solution

In India, regulatory oversight for
pharmaceuticals needs to improve

s part of an overarching attempt to res-
A tore confidence in India’s pharmaceuti-

cal supply chain after a series of deaths
damaged the country’s reputation as a drug ex-
porter, the government has required a doctor’s
prescription for individuals to purchase syrup-
based medicines. However, while it seems like a
credible measure, it is also defensive rather than
reformist. The Union Health Ministry has re-
moved the term “syrup” from Schedule K of the
Drugs Rules 1945, a change it had signalled when
it issued the draft notification in December 2025,
thus requiring cough syrups to be sold only with
a prescription, through licensed pharmacies.
These products were singled out after ethylene
glycol (EG) and diethylene glycol (DEG) contami-
nation in India-made cough syrups killed over
300 children across several countries since 2022.
The WHO’s warnings in 2022 and 2023 also un-
dermined assumptions that India’s export quality
controls were effective and functioning indepen-
dently. But beyond contamination, doctors have
long raised concerns about how cough syrups are
formulated and used. Many over-the-counter
(OTC) cough syrups are ‘cocktails’ of bronchodi-
lators, antihi ines, and decor which
can cause tremors and heart palpitations, ex-
treme sedation or paradoxical agitation in in-
fants, and blood pressure effects. The American
Academy of Pediatrics has said that cough sup-
pressants are quite ineffective for children under
six years and may even be dangerous, as they can
mask underlying conditions such as pneumonia
or asthma. Yet, India’s entrenched OTC culture
makes pharmacists de facto primary care provid-
ers in many rural and semi-urban areas.

Most importantly, however, the contamination
was the result of failures in manufacturing quali-
ty control, testing of raw materials, and regulato-
1y oversight rather than consumer access. Even
now, requiring a prescription may reduce inap-
propriate use and push patients away from self-
medication, but it could never prevent contami-
nated products from reaching the market in the
first place. The fundamental issue is that the go-
vernment continues to tolerate the pharmaceuti-
cal lobby’s argument that high-end testing re-
quirements — for stronger quality control and
ultimately better drugs — will bankrupt smaller
manufacturers. Second, while the Indian Phar-
macopoeia and the Pharmacopoeia Internationa-
lis updated their analytical methods to detect EG/
DEG following the deaths, failures in batch test-
ing and enforcement persist. As a result, while
India has around three dozen State drug controll-
ers, they are chronically understaffed - so with-
out a large increase in the inspectorate, the notifi-
cation is likely to be ignored sans consequence in
rural areas. In a globalised economy, subpar en-
forcement for medicines in even one country is
dangerous; that is infinitely more so in a country

19J6. Lopsided solution
Fruqfad ATyt

¢ InIndia, regulatory oversight for pharmaceuticals needs to
improve.
AR A Jitefaral (erErgfewew) & fov famrhrr faermed & gur e s @
TGRSR g

e As part of an overarching attempt to restore confidence in India’s
pharmaceutical supply chain after a series of deaths damaged the country’s
reputation as a drug exporter, the government has required a doctor’s
prescription for individuals to purchase syrup-based medicines.

Wﬁuﬁm%mﬁé&r@rmaﬁﬂﬁwmﬁﬁﬁé;aﬁwﬁ
3itrfer amafel s@ran #F faeare sTer A & SATIF TAH & AT TER
RAR-3menRa gansit it @l & fov fRafhcadrr oot sifaart w= fgar gl

e However, while it seems like a credible measure, it is also defensive
rather than reformist.

BIeliTeh T Ueh faRaE=A1a e Fellcl el &, T I8 FERIcH 1 38T ETeHS
RS g

e The Union Health Ministry has removed the term “syrup” from
Schedule K of the Drugs Rules 1945, a change it had signalled when it
issued the draft notification in December 2025, thus requiring cough syrups to
be sold only with a prescription, through licensed pharmacies.

FET TR FATOT 7 390 T, 1945 Y JTHA K F R 2reg &1 ger o
€1 TE IR fGHeY 2025 & SIRY H@leT JfergeaT & "ehfore fevam aram o,
g aRoTHTaET 319 @il Fr AT haer Rifrcah g=f 9T 31k arsdw g
FrATEAT & ATegH § & 9 ST e
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These products were singled out after ethylene glycol (EG) and diethylene glycol (DEG)
contamination in India-made cough syrups killed over 300 children across several countries
since 2022.

3+T 3cUtey & fAdy &0 & RifFed fovar ar #ife 2022 & 9Ra & AfAT @ Hr fAdt &
ofdrelieT 7amEHIa (EG) 3R sEefdeller sems®ia (DEG) & WquuT & HRUT &8 3li 7 300 & 3w
Sroelt 1 e 3

The WHO’s warnings in 2022 and 2023 also undermined assumptions that India’s export
quality controls were effective and functioning independently.

2022 3R 2023 # f4eT TR FIrsaA (WHO) T Adafadr o 38 YROT & 3 AR I fear
o ot 1 Ty aroTara fordrror goTrely gerre 3R Tac &9 & & T @ ¢

But beyond contamination, doctors have long raised concerns about how cough syrups are
formulated and used.

T TuoT & W ot Rfshcden ofd G&T & WA 1 FARGT ohr TwraAr 3R 39T 1 S Fefam?
Fd A B &

Many over-the-counter (OTC) cough syrups are ‘cocktails’ of bronchodilators,
antihistamines, and decongestants, which can cause tremors and heart palpitations,
extreme sedation or paradoxical agitation in infants, and blood pressure effects.

A HaR-g-HI3eX (OTC) WY Fr AR sipisgaed, Tafgreaia=a iR Searedew F1 Hsor
BT &, S U, ged & Tgehe a1, R & 3rcafeish e A1 faoid &9 & Seetar aur
TFAATT I THIT 3ol X Hhll o |

The American Academy of Pediatrics has said that cough suppressants are quite

ineffective for children under six years and may even be dangerous, as they can mask
underlying conditions such as pneumonia or asthma.

AR ThsHt 3w NFAfeTw o g1 & o oF a9 & %7 3 & aedt & fAv i ga= are
EaTE 1T &6 oo HTATT § 3R WeraTreh ot g Ferelt &, Fiifer o famforar ar sreeram sl
Faffea Rufaat &I far @ &

Yet, India’s entrenched OTC culture makes pharmacists de facto primary care providers in
many rural and semi-urban areas.

T 8, TRT hT ITERTS T TS STAT Feht OT C WEF T & HROT 3edeh ATA0T 3R 37er-2rg r &3t &
HIATRIEC AEdTdeh JTITHE AL AT Y&IdT o7 AT ¢ |

Most importantly, however, the contamination was the result of failures in manufacturing
quality control, testing of raw materials, and regulatory oversight rather than consumer
access.

mﬂm@ma@%ﬁ:mwﬁwwaﬂaﬁsﬁaﬁrqﬁa%waﬁmﬁﬁmw
A=, ) AT Y ST TAUT RIHPRT RIRT Fr fFBeran3it ar gRome am)

Even now, requiring a prescription may reduce inappropriate use and push patients away
from self-medication, but it could never prevent contaminated products from reaching the
market in the first place.

377eT o TRIfeheqehId Tl JifoaTe et & eTiercl SUDNT haf 81 Fehell & IR AT hY Ta2-
ﬁmﬁq{wmm%ﬁﬁru@qﬁHMaﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁw
TehdT|

The fundamental issue is that the government continues to tolerate the pharmaceutical
lobby’s argument that high-end testing requirements — for stronger quality control and
ultimately better drugs — will bankrupt smaller manufacturers.

e THEIT g & o AN 318 off wrATegeamer el & 38 i 1 EIhR el & o Fe
ToTerT 32707 3R A5t gan3ii & foIT JTaede Seeid IeToT Hieteh DI A3 1 farferar
F A

Second, while the Indian Pharmacopoeia and the Pharmacopoeia Internationalis updated
their analytical methods to detect EG/DEG following the deaths, failures in batch testing and
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enforcement persist.
ol 3, I 33T FrATRITAT 3R FHTRINISAT SeIAAATAH o 3o Hldl & 91 EG/DEG
T IETTeT o ToIT 3791 Ta2ervoTcAes Tt i 3eadeT fohar, oY ¢ S aveTor 3R gad=T &
faheramd 5=l g% €

e As aresult, while India has around three dozen State drug controllers, they are chronically
understaffed — so without a large increase in the inspectorate, the notification is likely to be

ignored sans consequence in rural areas.

IRUTAEGET, TeITT HRA F ATHT e Goted T T g7 §, 3 da 77 & HFEAr A
Y & o3 @ ¥ SEfaT A eToT i # waed gafy & e T 8t 3 srfreaa
HACHT [T STt T FHIGT & 3R 58 Fis faw afkoma off 77 gien

¢ In aglobalised economy, subpar enforcement for medicines in even one country is
dangerous; that is infinitely more so in a country aspiring to remain the world’s pharmacy.

dediehe 3r¥egaeeT ¥ fRE Uah 2T # o gam3it & fT FASR Yade Wareh g §; 3R 78
GRT 39 27 & [T et 3110 96 ST & it T i faea hr A fer 3mqfc &1 she S0 T@er

TR R

MSME:s hit by curbs
on dispensing diesel

1\!. !uun!!!wa |!ree!!!.

COIMBATORE

Micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) that
consume 200 to 600 litres
of high speed diesel (HSD)
a day have been hit by the
recently imposed procure-
ment ceiling.

According to V. Rangas-
wamy, president of the
Coimbatore District Small
Industries Association (CO-
DISSIA), MSMEs in the ma-
nufacturing, healthcare,
commercial, and educa-
tional sectors do not have
space or resources for bulk
purchase and storage of
HSD. Hence, they make

HSD is used in:

 Trucks and buses

daily or weekly purchases
from the local authorised
retail outlets.

The present procure-
ment ceiling of 200 litres a
day introduced through a
notification issued on June
11 is inadequate even for a
single day, he said.

The government should
introduce higher procure-
ment limit for verified insti-
tutional consumers and
permit registered MSMEs,
and other essential service
providers to procure up to
600 litres per day upon
submission of GST registra-
tion certificate, factory li-
cence, or Udyam registra-
tion certificate, he added.

* Cars and SUVs with diesel engines

* Tractors and agricultural machinery

* Diesel generators (DG sets)

* Construction equipment

19J6. MSMEs hit by curbs on dispensing
diesel

gister Aavor wT yfaeet & MSMEs wafaa

e Micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) that consume 200 to 600 litres of high speed
diesel (HSD) a day have been hit by the recently
imposed procurement ceiling.

gfafee 200 & 600 eX g1§ s ferer (HSD) T @I
et dTel GEH, oY AR AEAH 36T (MSMES) 1T 1 &
o7 B 1S Tl #e & wenfad g Kl

HIGH-SPEED DIESEL (HSD)

High-Speed Diesel (HSD) is a refined petroleum fuel used in
high-speed diesel engines, particularly those operating at
speeds above about 750 revolutions per minute (RPM).
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* Railways (many diesel locomotives)

* Industrial machinery

Why is it Called ""High-Speed™ Diesel?

The term refers to the engine speed, not the speed of the vehicle.
Example

* A modern truck engine may operate between 1,000 and 2,500 RPM.
* A tractor engine may operate around 1,500-2,000 RPM.

These are classified as high-speed diesel engines and therefore use HSD.

Characteristics of HSD

e High Energy Content: Provides substantial power and fuel efficiency.

e Higher Flash Point: Usually above 35°C. Safer to store and transport than petrol.

e Good Lubricating Properties: Helps reduce wear and tear in diesel engines.

o Better Fuel Economy: Diesel engines generally provide higher mileage than petrol engines.

HSD vs Petrol

| Feature || HSD | Petrol |
[Engine Type |[Diesel Engine ||Petrol Engine |
[Fuel Efficiency||Higher |Lower |
Torque |[Higher [Lower |
[Flash Point  |Higher | Lower |
ICommon Use |[Trucks, buses, tractors||Cars, motorcycles|

HSD vs Light Diesel Oil (LDO)

Many students confuse HSD and LDO.

| Feature || HSD | LDO |
Use |[Vehicles and high-speed engines||Industrial low-speed engines]
[Engine Speed|[Above ~750 RPM [Below ~750 RPM |
Quality [Better |Relatively lower |

Environmental Concerns

Burning HSD releases:
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* Carbon dioxide (COz2)

* Nitrogen oxides (NOx)

* Particulate Matter (PM)

* Sulphur compounds (depending on fuel quality)

To reduce pollution, India has adopted BS-VI (Bharat Stage V1) diesel standards with very low sulphur
content.
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